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MINUTES OF PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING  Regular Meeting 

 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010   1:00 p.m. Public Health Building in Sandstone 

 

Chairman Carlson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Present were Commissioners, 
Steven Chaffee, Stephen Hallan, Ed Montbriand and Curt Rossow. Also present was Clerk to 
the County Board, County Coordinator Mark LeBrun and County Attorney John Carlson. 
   
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   
 
Chairman Carlson called for public comment.  No comment made. 
 
Commissioner Hallan moved to adopt the amended agenda, Commissioner Chaffee 
seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Rossow moved to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2010 regular county 
board meeting. Commissioner Hallan seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Montbriand moved to approve the amended consent agenda, Commissioner 
Chaffee seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Minutes of Boards, Committees and Board Memos, Newsletter 

1. Meth Task Force meeting minutes, April 12, 2010. 
2. East Central Regional Library Board meeting minutes, March 8, 2010 and financial 

report. 
3. Facilities Committee meeting minutes, March 29, 2010. 
4. Transportation Committee meeting minutes, March 29, 2010 
5. SWCD meeting minutes, March 23, 2010 and meeting Agenda, April 20, 2010. 
 
 

**CONSENT AGENDA** 
 

Auditor 

 
1. Cash Balance as of March 31, 2010 

   

Revenue Fund $   (1,761,512.25) 

Human Services Fund $     2,259,850.87 

Road and Bridge Fund  $     3,819,102.86 

Land Management Fund $     1,268,332.91 
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Auditor continued 

 

2.  Applications for Abatement: 
  Keith Johnson & Celeste Bennett, N5792 Judnic Rd, Rib Lake WI, PID   
  43.0254.000 & 43.0256.000- pay 2010. 
  David & Janice Pape, PO Box 63 Harris, MN PID 43.0472.000, 43.0530.000,  
  29.0245.000, 29.0387.000 & 29.0388.000- pay 2010. 
   
3.  Application for Temporary 3.2 Malt Liquor License for Sandstone Riders Horse 

 Club to sell at 52820 County Hwy 61, Sandstone, May 21-23, 2010 only (Dell 
 Grove Twp). 

 
4.  Application for Exempt Permit for Kerrick Fire Fighters Relief Association to  
  conduct Minnesota Lawful Gambling May 15, 2010 at the Duquette Town Hall,  
  Hwy 23, Duquette, MN (Kerrick Twp). 

 

Public Works 

 
1. Acknowledge resignation of Mark LeBrun, County Engineer effective May 10, 

2010. 
 
2. Acknowledge resignation of Cliff Jones, Survey Crew Chief effective April 30, 

2010. 
 

3. Accept Equipment Rental Bids as tabulated by the County Engineer. 
 
   

**REGULAR AGENDA** 
 

 

Coordinator 

 

Coordinator LeBrun introduced Barbara Chaffee, CEO, Central MN Jobs and Training 
Service.  Ms. Chaffee highlighted the number of youth and adults that were assisted in 2009 
through the workforce program.  Ms. Chaffee also stated that Pine County’s unemployment 
rate is currently at 12.6%.  Ms. Chaffee presented the board with the Service’s most recent 
audit summary findings stating that there were no deficiencies or non-compliance found.  
Chairman Carlson commended Ms. Chaffee and staff for their diligence.  Commissioner 
Hallan motioned to approve the Joint Powers Agreement as presented.  Commissioner 
Montbriand seconded. Commissioner Chaffee abstained. Motion carried.   
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Coordinator LeBrun presented a training request for Annette Zacharias at MCCC Training 
June 6-10, 2010, Alexandria, MN. Expenses $482.14 plus mileage.  Commissioner Chaffee 
motioned to approve the training request.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion carried.   
 
Coordinator LeBrun presented for approval and appointment of Peter Eakman, full-time 
County Engineer, Public Works Department effective May 10, 2010, salary $82,326.  
Commissioner Montbriand motioned to approve the one-year appointment of Peter Eakman, 
full-time County Engineer.  Commissioner Rossow seconded, motion carried.   
 

Public Works 

 
Coordinator LeBrun presented an agreement with MN/Dot to use a temporary Trunk 
Highway Detour on CSAH 30, 32 and CR 142 while work is being completed on TH 123.  
Commissioner Chaffee motioned to approve the agreement.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, 
motion carried.   
 

 

Auditor 
 

County Auditor Cathy Clemmer presented a resolution for the cancellation of tax-forfeited 
lands and tax-forfeited repurchase contracts.    Commissioner Rossow motioned to 
approve and adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded.  Resolution passed 
unanimously. 
 

Resolution #042010-01 
Cancellation of Tax-Forfeited Lands and 

Tax-Forfeited Repurchase Contracts 
 
WHEREAS, the following list of individuals have land purchase or repurchase contracts with Pine 
County for tax-forfeited land 

 

Ch 832 – Repurchase Cancellations 

 
Bradley G. Boychuck 
North 50 ft of Lot 1, Block 1, Townsite of Willow River 
PID #47.5001.000 
Date of Purchase:  September 21, 2007 
Repurchase Amount: $4,902.04; Balance: $3,970.66 
Default: 2009 Annual Payment - $947.53; 2009 Taxes - $918.44 
 
Karla M. Huseby 
Lot 37, Block 1, Pathfinder Village 4th Addition 
PID #09.5335.000 
Date of Purchase:  August 8, 2007 
Repurchase Amount: $1,853.18; Balance: $1,501.07 
Default: 2009 Annual Payment - $364.44; 2009 Taxes - $221.46 
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Roy Ubl, PR of Estate of Mildred Ubl, PO Box 69, Sandstone, MN  55072 
Lot 3, Block 25, Townsite of Sandstone Quarries 
PID #45.5434.000 
Date of Purchase: May 7, 2002 
Repurchase Amount: $4,468.60; Balance: $1,608.72 
Default: 2009 Annual Payment – $546.27; 2009 Taxes - $ 1,043.70 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED; that the Pine County Board of Commissioners hereby 
approves the cancellation of land purchase of repurchase contracts as provided for in M.S. 282.01. 
 
 

Auditor Clemmer presented a resolution for a request to repurchase the described parcel of 
tax-forfeited land by Nancy Lam, PID #09.6040.000.  Commissioner Montbriand 
motioned to approve and adopt the resolution.  Commissioner Hallan seconded.  
Resolution passed unanimously. 
 
 

RESOLUTION 

#042010-02 
 

WHEREAS, Nancy J. Lam, former owner, has made and filed an application with the County 
Auditor for the repurchase of the hereinafter described parcel of tax forfeited land, in accordance with 
the provisions of Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 282.241, as amended, which land is situated in the 
County of Pine, Minnesota, and described as follows, to-wit: 
 
Lot 32, Block 1, Pathfinder Village 10th Addition 
PID #09.6040.000 
 
and WHEREAS, said applicant has set forth in her application that 
 
I lived up in Hinckley with my 2 children and did not receive child support and could only work part 
time.  I had a mortgage that is now paid off.  Money was very tight! 
 
and 
 
I now moved to the cities, work full time, get child support and am much better off financially.  I love 
my place up North! 
 
and  
 
WHEREAS, this Board is of the opinion that said application should be granted for such reasons, 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the application of Nancy J. Lam, for the 
repurchase of the above described parcel of tax forfeited land be and the same is hereby granted and the 
County Auditor is hereby authorized and directed to permit such repurchase according to the provisions 
of Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 282.241, as amended. 
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Assessor 

 

County Assessor Mike Sheehy presented a request for training for he and Deputy Assessor 
Troy Stewart at the MN Association of Assessing Officers Summer Seminar, May 26-27, 
2010, St. Cloud, MN.  Expenses $347.69.  Commissioner Chaffee motioned to approve the 
training request.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion carried. 
 

 

Sheriff 

 
Chief Deputy Steve Ovick presented on the COPS Hiring Program application that was made 
in 2009.  Chief Deputy Ovick stated the application was held over from 2009 and is asking 
for approval to continue as they are not taking any new applications.  Board members stated 
their concern with the obligation the county would have on the fourth year of the program.  
Chairman Carlson stated the matter should be held until review by the Personnel Committee 
who will make its recommendation to the Budget Committee. 

 

 

Veteran’s Services 

 
Veteran’s Services Officer Dean Dronen presented a two-year grant for approval.  VSO 
Dronen stated the amount of the grant is $2500 and will be used to provide outreach services. 
 Commissioner Rossow motioned to approve the grant as presented.  Commissioner Hallan 
seconded, motion carried.    
 

 

Land/Zoning/Solid Waste 

 
Land/Zoning Administrator Kurt Schneider presented the 2010 Recycle Program.  
Land/Zoning Administrator Schneider stated the program is presented unchanged from 2009. 
Commissioner Hallan stated he would like to see the recycling businesses in the county being 
promoted and utilized through the program.  Commissioner Chaffee suggested the program be 
held longer than May-October.  Consensus to initiate 2010 program as was established in 
2009 and integrate recycling businesses throughout the county. 
 
Land/Zoning Administrator Schneider presented seeking authorization to commence the 2010 
Household Hazardous Waste Program. Land/Zoning Administrator Schneider stated that two 
county staff members have received the necessary collection training thereby eliminating 
contracting expense. Discussion was held regarding the length of time the collection will be 
held. Consensus to proceed with the two collection events as proposed.   
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Commissioner’s Report 

 
Commissioner Rossow read a letter received from the Department of Employment and  
Economic Development stating Pine County’s grant application has been approved in the 
amount of $531,000 for the rehabilitation of 20 owner-occupied houses through the MN 
Small Cities Development Program. 
 
Chairman Carlson called for a 5-minute recess before convening into closed session. 
 

Commissioner Rossow motioned to proceed with closed session to discuss labor negotiations 
at 2:50 p.m. Commissioner Hallan seconded.  Motion carried.   
 

Commissioner Chaffee motioned to conclude closed session at 3:29 p.m. Commissioner 
Hallan seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Upcoming Meetings Announced 

 

Arrowhead Counties Association meeting, Wednesday **April 21, 2010, 6:00 p.m. 
Hampton Inn, Duluth, MN **note change in date** 
 
Pine County Management Team meeting, Monday, April 26, 2010, 9:00 a.m. Jury 
Assembly room, Pine County Courthouse, Pine City, MN **note change in date. 

 

Committee of the Whole meeting, Tuesday, April 27, 2010, 10:00 a.m. Pine Technical 
College room 91, Pine City, MN  
 
Personnel Committee meeting, Monday, May 3, 2010, 10:00 a.m. Coordinator’s office 
conference room, Pine County Courthouse, Pine City, MN  
 
Pine County Board meeting, Tuesday May 4, 2010, 10:00 a.m. Pine County Courthouse 
Boardroom, Pine City, MN  
 
Pine County Health and Human Services Board meeting, Tuesday, May 4, 2010, 2.:00 
p.m. old Pine County Courthouse, Pine City, MN  
 
Budget Committee meeting, Monday, May 10, 2010, 1:00 p.m. Boardroom, Pine County 
Courthouse, Pine City, MN  
 
With no further business, Commissioner Rossow motioned to adjourned the County Board 
meeting at  3:30 p.m., until the next scheduled County Board Meeting on May 4, 2010 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Boardroom of the Pine County Courthouse.  Commissioner Chaffee 
seconded, motion carried. 


