PINE COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS

SNOW REMOVAL GUIDE
SCOPE

The mission of Pine County is to provide safe efficient travel for the public. It is the goal of Pine County to have all County roads passable within a reasonable amount of time after a snowfall has stopped. Pine County does not assure a completely bare road and in most cases will not salt/sand entire sections of roadway.

DISPATCHING OF PLOWS

The alertness and well being of plow operators are a concern after long periods of snowplow duty. Therefore the County will only dispatch snowplows between the hours of 5:00 AM and 9:00 PM during any 24-hour period unless requested by Sheriff Dept. in emergency situations only.

Plows will be dispatched at such times during dispatch hours as to prevent excess accumulation or compaction of snow on blacktop roads. Snowplows may be dispatched to gravel roads during extended snowfall when snow reaches a depth as to make it difficult for travel. It is the intent of Pine County to keep all roads passable during extended snowfall, but will be limited to dispatch hours. Snowplow operators will not be dispatched if the Maintenance Superintendent or County Engineer deems conditions hazardous. 

OPERATION PROCEDURES

Generally the clearing of roads will be as follows: Priority going to routes that service emergency/ key facilities, arterial routes to State Highways and communities.

Time and amounts of snowfall will determine whether all roads or blacktops only are cleared. Three (3) inches will be the guide for clearing all roads. When less than a three (3) inch snowfall blacktop routes will have priority and entire roadway to include shoulders shall be cleared. This operation takes two rounds and approximately a work shift (8 hrs.) to plow & plow/wing to shoulders. The gravel roads will be addressed the following regular scheduled shift to minimize extended work shifts.

(1) Extended Snowfall/Over 3 Inch

a. Priority blacktop routes plowed both directions and critical areas sanded.

b. Blacktops servicing priority routes plowed both directions and sanded.

c. Gravel roads plowed both directions & limited sanding at critical areas.

d. All blacktops plow/wing to shoulders and sanded as needed. Plows will be dispatched as long as snow falls, limited to dispatch hours.

e. The next regular scheduled shift will address clean up. Bridges will be      

cleaned following road cleanup.    

(2).
Short Term Snowfall/ Less Than 3 Inch

a. Priority routes plowed both directions and critical areas sanded.

b. Blacktop routes servicing priority routes plowed both directions and sanded

c. Blacktop routes will be cleaned to shoulders and sanded as needed.

NOTE: Gravel roads will be addressed, as accumulation or surface conditions require. Dependent upon the situation, phases of operation may vary.

 PROPERTY
Mailboxes, fences damaged during snow removal will be evaluated case by case. Only mailboxes that meet Pine County policies and are MN/Dot approved swing-away damaged by actual contact with County equipment will be repaired at County expense. Vehicles parking on Pine County roads within any municipal jurisdiction are subject to their policies. Violators will be towed at owner’s expense and subject to any applicable fines or penalties. Any object including private vehicles on Pine County Rights-of-Way that impede the snow removal process shall be removed at the owner’s expense.

SAFETY

MN. Statute 160.27, Subd.5 states that it is unlawful to obstruct any highway by pushing snow/ice across or thereon. Violators will be held liable for damages caused by snow deposits on road Rights-of-Way.

Pine County Highway Department may assist motorists by contacting law enforcement or emergency personnel. Pine County Highway Department forces will not attempt to remove stuck vehicles from ditches, snow banks, or any other impediment.

It is the practice of Pine County Highway Department to allow plow operators adequate time for a hot meal/lunch break after four (4) hours of continuous snowplow operation. Most (if not all) blacktops have been made passable at this time. Department of Labor mandates that any Employer allow an employee adequate time to eat lunch. Operators are mandated to monitor time limits.

