OFFICIAL ORDINANCE
SOO LINE TRAIL RULES AND SAFETY REGULATIONS

PINE COUNTY, MN

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE USE OF THE ABANDONEBOO LINE
RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF PINECOUNTY,
MINNESOTA.

The Pine County Regional Railroad Authority ordgain

WHEREAS, Pine County Regional Railroad Authorisstpurchased from the
Soo Line Railway Company, an abandoned railwayt+igtway within its boundaries
over and across premises described in Appendixaklad hereto; and

WHEREAS, at least 10f@et of width of said right-of-way, being 50 feet each
side of the center line of the former rail linedsemed to be necessary for the continued
operation by the County of a recreational and comiakright-of-way facility; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed advisable that all traffi@eery kind and nature on
said right-of-way owned and operated by the PinerBoRegional Railroad Authority as
aforesaid should be regulated and managed to etisusafety of the users of the said
right-of-way and of the general public and to pebtend benefit the people, economy and
natural resources of the County, allowing the npasisible uses thereof.

NOW THEREFOR, The Pine County Regional Railroadh&uty does ordain as

follows:
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SECTION 1.

SECTION II.

SECTION III.

SECTION IV.

SHORT TITLE

This Ordinance shall be known as the Soo Line Ralks and
Safety Regulations and will be referred hereinths‘Ordinance”
AUTHORITY

It is the intent and purpose of this Ordinancestalglish certain
rules and regulations for the operation, manageathisafety of
the said abandoned Soo Line Railroad Right-of-Wdkiwthis
County in accordance with all existing Minnesotat&tes, Rules
and Regulations.

JURISDICTION

The rules and regulations herein governing the m@amant and
safety of the Soo Line Railway Railroad Right-of-4\&hall apply
to all of the 100 foot right-of-way within Pine Quoty, Minnesota.

DEFININTION OF WORDS AND PHRASES

A. VEHICLE: All-terrain vehicles as described by Masota
Statutes, snowmobiles as described by Minnesotat&sa
bicycles and horse drawn vehicles.

B. EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT: Crash, fire, rescue or police
motor vehicles or such other equipment as the Gousatd
Commissioner may designate as necessary to sateguodr

maintain the said right-of-way.
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C. SERVICE, MAINTENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT: Approved equipment normally operatedtfe
construction, repair and maintenance of said rajiw-ay.

D. SHORT-TERM SPECIAL PERMIT: Permitissued for one
year or less.

E. LONG-TERM SPECIAL PERMIT: Permit issued for longer
than one year.

SECTION V. AUTHORIZED USES WITHOUT PERMIT

The said right-of-way trail may be used in thedaling manners

without special permits from the County:

A. Recreation trail for pedestrians, non-motorizegdes and for
vehicles as defined herein, unless otherwise o#striby this
ordinance.

B. Access road to County lands for management purposes

C. Access road for fire protection and prevention.

D. Access road for law enforcement and emergency geso

SECTION VL. AUTHORIZED USES, SPECIAL PERMIT REQUED

The said right-of-way may be used in the followmgnners upon

special permit only, which application and issuaisdeereinafter

provided for in this Ordinance:

A. Access road for the harvesting, use and managevheatural
resources, such as timber, gravel, peat, minenalother

natural resources.
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SECTION VII.
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. Installation and maintenance of utilities, suclelestric

transmission lines, telephone communication liges, oil and

other transmission lines.

. Special events as are hereinafter described.

. For such other uses as may be subsequently appbg\tbe

Pine County Regional Railroad Authority upon proper

application.

. Access road for maintenance work on public drairggtems.
. Emergency alternate temporary public roadway

. Roadway or farm crossings, when property on batbssof the

right-of-way is owned or leased by the same owrenmporate
of individual and fenced or gated to prevent angriedm
accessing the trail and posing a safety hazard.
Roadway or farm crossings in existence prior tor&aty
10, 1992,and which have had a special use permit applied
for before December 31, 1992, will not require patat

fee.

UNATHORIZED USES

Under no circumstances should the right-of-way goee by this
Ordinance be used in the following manners:

A. As a permanent public transportation route for radrinighway

traffic.



SECTION VI

. As a permanent driveway or access to non-countyrastered

lands.

. As a log landing or storage area.
. As a gravel, peat or mineral storage or processiag.

. As a dumping area for garbage, refuse, debrispeugnt,

slash, spoils, or other refuse of any kind, at tamg.

. By two-wheel motorized vehicles.

. By automobiles, trucks, dune buggies or other nizedr

vehicles with engine displacement of 800 cubic iceeters or

more and a total dry weight of 1500 pounds or more.

. By all-terrain vehicles as defined herein betweendinber 30

and April 1.

SPECIAL PERMITS

Short-term special permits provided for above maysbued at the
discretion of the County Land Commissioner follog/guidelines
set by the Pine County Regional Railroad Authoritpng-term
special permits provided for above may be issud¢beatliscretion
of the Pine County Regional Railroad Authority upon
recommendation of the County Land Commissionere Ddnd
Commissioner may require a deposit, fee or useriee to
issuance of a special use permit herein. Thefoatie fee will be

based on mileage of the right-of-way used. The fat said
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deposit fee shall be reviewed annually by the Riaenty
Regional Railroad Authority.

Said deposit or use fee may be utilized to assiste
defrayment of cost of repair of any damage to itjet+of-way
caused by the use thereof by the special permittbeing
specifically provided that damages in excess oftheunt o the
damage deposit fee may be recovered by the Cogaigst the
damaging user in appropriate civil litigation, inpively and
otherwise. The said special use permit may alstog@ special
restrictions or conditions as to the time constsafar the
utilization thereof or regular seasonal restrictsiorbaid permit may
also set forth special restrictions as to the apem the right-of-
way which may be utilized by the special permiteghat
multiple use of the trail may be continuously acptished. Said
permit may also set forth restrictions as to tlze siype and weight
of equipment to be driven or hauled upon the righvay. Said
permit may also require temporary uses of signthbeypermittee
warning of the special use of the right-of-way tloe protection of
the regular recreational users. In the eventahgtof the
conditions imposed by the special permit or if ahyhe
regulations imposed by this Ordinance are not ¥edid and
complied with by a user, the special permit to tilgesame may be

immediately cancelled and revoked upon writtenagofiom the
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Land Commissioner to the permittee, and furtheraigke right-
of-way after receipt of said notice by the pernaitshall be
considered to be in violation of this Ordinancepod reasonable
request of the Land Commissioner or any of hisdgemts or any
law enforcement officer or his/her agents, a speaemittee shall
be required to display the special permit. Faitordo so upon
reasonable request shall be considered to be aieiolof this
Ordinance.

SECTION IX. TRAIL PLOWING

At least four inches of snow must be left upondhdace of the
right-of-way of the trail after plowing between @gcber 1 and
April 1 of each winter.

SECTION X. FIREARMS
No discharge of any firearm or bow is permittedupo across the
right-of-way.

SECTION XI. TRAIL SIGNS
The Northern Pine Riders Club shall be responsgdil¢he
placement of signs upon the trail and its rightaafy. In addition
to directional and instructional signing there neayjst on the trail
advertisement signs for businesses along the afyirvay,
provided that written permission is first obtairfeasim the County
Land commissioner for the placement of the said aigd further

provided that said signs are designed, construptaded and
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maintained in a uniform manner as provided by thed.
Commissioner and further provided that said signaat in any
way adversely affect primary uses of the right-afyw

SECTION XII. FENCES
Owners of land adjacent to the right-of-way maystorct and
maintain fences along the right-of-way lines preddhat said
fences do not encroach upon the right-of-way andiged that
said fencing shall be at the sole expense of tjeeadt landowner.

SECTION XIII. SAFETY
All traffic regulations applicable to highways asideets and trails
within the State of Minnesota shall be applicabléhe utilization
of the right-of-way; however, the County reserdestight to
provide for more limited and stringent safety aradfic
regulations upon the right-of-way as it may deerthapublic
interest and safety. Unless otherwise postedyndsemum speed
limit on the right-of-way shall be whatever is reaable and
prudent under existing weather and trail conditipraided it
does not exceed 50 miles per hour.

SECTION XIV. SPECIAL EVENTS

Upon application and written permission grantedisyCounty
Land Commissioner the right-of-way may be usedsfmcial

events pursuant to special conditions and timetcainss provided

Soo Line Railway Trail Rules and Safety Ordinance



SECTION XV.

SECTION XVI.

SECTION XVII.

SECTION XVIII.

in the permit for events such as, including bylmoited to,
snowmobile races, dog sled races, bicycle races, et
CLOSURE

The Land Commissioner, at his/her discretion, magecall or part
of this trail and must notify the Northern Pine &isl Association
within 24 hours of his/her action.

ENFORCEMENT

It shall be the duty of the Pine County Land Consmoiser to
monitor the uses of the right-of-way to ensure cligmnpe with this
Ordinance. The Pine County Sheriff's Departmert state law
enforcement agencies shall enforce all state ladgegulations
and the terms of this Ordinance upon said rightvaf-

VIOLATION AND PENALTY

Any person who shall violate any provision of tBiedinance shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon convictiometg shall be
punished by law. These penalty provisions areltiteon to any
other remedy or action available in law or as atenatf fight to
Pine County.

VALIDITY

Should any section or provision of this Ordinaneedbclared by
the Courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, sdelgision shall not
affect the validity of this Ordinance as a wholeany part thereof,

other than the part so declared to be unconstitatior invalid.
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SECTION XIX. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall take effect and be enforcemhygassage and
publication.

SECTION XX. AMENDMENTS

This Ordinance may be altered, amended, or repégiedmajority
of the entire Pine County Regional Railroad Auttyoat a regular
or special meeting of the Pine County Regionalr@ad Authority
after providing thirty (30) days official writterotice to all
members, Birch Creek Township, Sturgeon Lake Tovwnahd

the City of Denham.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Pine CountygReal Railroad

Authority on the 8tiday of Septembef 992.

PINE COUNTY REGIONAL RAILROAD AUTHORITY

DATED: November 3,1992 Donald A. Lindquist

Chairman

ATTESTED:

Lawrence D. Perreault

PUBLISHED ON:

AMENDED ON: November 22, 2006
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