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MINUTES OF PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING  Regular Meeting 

 

Tuesday, May 4, 2010   10:00 a.m. Boardroom, Pine County Courthouse 

 

Chairman Carlson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Present were Commissioners, 
Steven Chaffee, Stephen Hallan, Ed Montbriand and Curt Rossow. Also present was Clerk to 
the County Board, County Coordinator Mark LeBrun and County Attorney John Carlson. 
   
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   
 
Chairman Carlson called for public comment.  County resident Terry Neitzel presented to 
the Board regarding a personal property matter.   
 
Commissioner Hallan moved to adopt the amended agenda, Commissioner Rossow 
seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Montbriand moved to approve the minutes of the April 20, 2010 regular 
county board meeting.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Chaffee moved to approve the consent agenda, Commissioner Rossow 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Minutes of Boards, Committees and Board Memos, Newsletter 

1. Pine County Land Surveyor Monthly Report, April 2010. 
 
 

**CONSENT AGENDA** 
 

Auditor 

 
1. April Disbursements 

   

General Revenue Fund $  394,969.80 

Land Mgmt Fund $      1,370.81 

Road & Bridge Fund $    55,783.64 

Group Health $  219,056.49 

Agency Fund $    12,077.50 

Taxes and Penalties $         266.13 
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Auditor – continued 

 
2. Approval of 3.2 Temporary event liquor licenses for Jack Pine Riders for   
 July 9-10, 2010.  Subject to approval of various Township Boards, Pine County 
 Sheriff and Pine County Attorney. 

 
3.  Approve National Association of Counties Deferred Compensation Program (NACo)        
     amendment. 

 
4.  Applications for Abatement: 

   Joseph Benton, 308 1st St. N. Brook Park, PID #35.5003.000, pay 2009 
   Pamela Clarke, 14557 State Hwy 23, Brook Park, PID #18.0032.003, pay 2010 
   Thomas & Sharon Hell, et al, 70403 Duxbury Rd, Sandstone PID #02.0057.005 pay 

 2010. 
   IRET Properties, 110 Evergreen Sq., Pine City, PID #42.0234.000 pay 2008 & 

 2009. 
 
 

Treasurer 

 
1. Authorize cancellation of 2006 & 2007 outstanding warrants.  
 
2. Acknowledge Treasurer’s total cash and investments as of March 31, 2010. 

 
 

Sheriff 

 
1. Acknowledge and accept resignation of Steve Wacha, Boat and Water Patrol Officer. 
 
2. Authorize application for MN Department of Public Safety Grant and MN Department of 

Natural Resources Federal Boating Grant. 
 

3. Federal boating supplement grant agreement.   
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**REGULAR AGENDA** 
 

Auditor 

 

County Auditor Cathy Clemmer presented to the Board requesting approval of a resolution 
setting tax payment tolerance.  Auditor Clemmer stated she surveyed other Minnesota 
counties twenty-four of which had tolerance set at either $5 or $10 over/under.  Auditor 
Clemmer stated her request for a $5 tolerance was due cost effectiveness.  Commissioner 
Rossow motioned to approve and adopt the resolution as presented.  Commissioner 
Montbriand seconded. Resolution passed unanimously.   
 
WHEREAS, payments are made to Pine County for real and personal property taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, on occasion payments are made incorrectly with a refund being due or 
additional being due; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has become increasingly more expensive to issue refund checks and to 
contact payees for the additional due; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Pine County establish a policy of no over 
remittance if such refund is $5.00 or less. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all overpayments of $5.00 or less be placed into the 
General Fund and for payments short by $5.00 or less, the additional due may be pulled 
from this account. 

 

 

Assessor 

  

County Assessor Mike Sheehy presented with a request for training at the Minnesota 
Counties Computer Cooperative Conference June 7-10, 2010, Alexandria, MN.  Costs 
associated with the event total $345.40.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the 
training request.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried.   

 

 

Sheriff 

 

Chief Deputy Steve Ovick presented to the Board with a request to replace a Boat and Water 
Patrol Officer due to a resignation.  Commissioner Rossow motioned to approve the request.  
Commissioner Montbriand seconded, motion carried.   
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Chief Deputy Ovick presented a request to replace a vacant part-time Deputy position.  
Commissioner Rossow stated the Personnel Committee discussed the vacancy and is 
recommending replacement.  Commissioner Rossow motioned to approve the request to 
replace one part-time Deputy.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried.   
 

Probation 

 

Probation Director Terryl Arola presented a request for training mandated for grant recipients 
of federal stimulus dollars.  Director Arola explained that the $3,739.63 cost of the training 
events was budgeted in the original grant request.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve 
the request.  Commissioner Montbriand seconded, motion carried.  
 
Director Arola presented a second training request for MACPO Spring Training Conference 
for three staff members May 26-27, 2010.  Director Arola stated that each Agent was 
budgeted $100 for training expenses for 2010 and the remainder of the costs would be paid 
for by the Agent.  Total cost of the training for the three Agents to the County would be 
$275.00.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the training request.  Commissioner 
Rossow seconded, motion carried.  
 

County Attorney 

 

County Attorney John Carlson presented a request to the Board for a full-time Assistant 
County Attorney to reduce hours to 30 per week on a flexible schedule.  Benefits were 
discussed.  Coordinator LeBrun stated part-time employees have the option to decline health 
insurance.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the request.  Commissioner Chaffee 
seconded, motion carried.   

 

Public Works 

 
Coordinator/Public Works Director Mark LeBrun presented a request to hire the  two prior  
seasonal Highway Department employees.  Coordinator LeBrun stated that with one vacant 
Survey Crew Chief position it would be beneficial to hire seasonal employees with past 
experience and in doing so would also allow the postponement of filling the Survey Crew 
Chief position until later this Fall.  Commissioner Montbriand motioned to approve the hiring 
of two seasonal employees in the Highway Department.  Commissioner Rossow seconded, 
motion carried.   
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Coordinator 

 
Coordinator LeBrun stated he was contacted by the Pine EMS 1st Responders inquiring about 
obtaining an ambulance the county had previously transferred to the Finlayson First 
Responders.  Finlayson First Responders no longer have use for the unit and are willing to 
transfer it to the Pine EMS directly with County Board approval.  Commissioner Chaffee 
motioned to sell the 1991 Ford E350 Ambulance to the City of Sandstone, to sell the 1994 
Ford E350 Ambulance to the City of Askov and to authorize Finlayson Fire and Rescue to 
sell, for $1.00, the used ambulance truck in their possession to the Pine EMS.  Commissioner 
Hallan seconded, motion carried.   

 

 

Coordinator LeBrun presented a request recommended by the Personnel Committee to 
advertise for an Extension Office Summer Assistant.  Commissioner Montbriand motioned to 
approve the request.  Commissioner Rossow seconded, motion carried. 
 
Coordinator LeBrun presented a resolution on behalf of Veteran’s Service Officer Dean 
Dronen authorizing the County VSO to execute the grant approved at the previous Board of 
Commissioners meeting expending funds to provide Veteran’s outreach services.   
Coordinator LeBrun stated it was later discovered a Board resolution was a requirement of the 
grant.  Commissioner Rossow motioned to approve the resolution.  Commissioner Chaffee 
seconded.  Resolution passed unanimously. 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to M.S 197.608 the state of Minnesota is empowered to provide grants to 
enhance the effectiveness of the County Veterans Service Offices, and 
 
WHEREAS, this is for outreach mileage and advertising and will not be used to replace or supplant 
other county veteran services, and 
 
WHEREAS, Pine County supports its veteran’s population and encourages the outreach program. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to M.S. 197.608, the Pine County Board of 
Commissioners hereby authorizes this grant and appoints Dean A. Dronen the Pine County Veteran’s 
Service Officer to execute the grant contract on behalf of Pine County as required by applicable articles, 
bylaws, resolutions or ordinances.  

 

Commissioner’s Report 

 

Commissioner Hallan stated some technology committee members met with  broadband 
providers to discuss better connectivity throughout the entire county.  Coordinator LeBrun 
suggested the committee initially help to identify nonexistent or weak areas of service.  
Commissioner Hallan stated the committee has also offered assistance in drafting a survey for 
county residents. 
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Chairman Carlson called for a 5-minute recess before convening into closed session. 
 
Commissioner Montbriand motioned to proceed with closed session to discuss labor 
negotiations at 11:10 a.m. Commissioner Chaffee seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Chaffee motioned to conclude closed session at 11:20 a.m. and return to 
regular open session. Commissioner Rossow seconded.  Motion carried.   
 

Commissioner Montbriand motioned to approve the tentative 2010-2011 labor agreements 
with AFSCME Health and Human Services Unit and the AFSCME Road and Bridge Unit 
2.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
 
A thank-you was given to the Negotiations Team for their work on the 2010-2011 labor 
agreements. 
 
Commissioner Rossow motioned to recess the regular board meeting at 11:21 a.m. and to 
relocate to the old county courthouse for a space meeting regarding the Health and Human 
Services Department.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
 
Chairman Carlson reconvened the board meeting at 11:45 a.m. at the old county 
courthouse facility.  The County Board was provided a tour of the lower level and third 
floor of the facility and future use options were discussed.  No action taken at this time. 

 

Upcoming Meetings Announced 

 

Budget Committee meeting, Monday, May 10, 2010, 1:00 p.m. Boardroom, Pine County 
Courthouse, Pine City, MN  
 
 
 
With no further business Chairman Carlson adjourned the County Board meeting at  
12:45p.m., until the next scheduled County Board Meeting on May 18, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. in 
the conference room of the Public Health Building, Sandstone Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 
 


