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MINUTES OF PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING  Regular Meeting 

 

Tuesday, April 6, 2010   10:00 a.m. Pine County Courthouse Boardroom 

 

Chairman Carlson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Present were Commissioners, 
Steven Chaffee, Stephen Hallan, Ed Montbriand and Curt Rossow.  Also present was Clerk to 
the County Board, County Coordinator Mark LeBrun and County Attorney John Carlson.   
   
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   
 
Chairman Carlson called for public comment.  County resident Terry Neitzel presented to 
speak on the matter of a property loss issue, stating the case was dismissed by the District 
Court June 2009.  County resident Joe Neubauer presented to speak on the matter of 
flooding and water level fluctuation on the Snake River.   
 

Commissioner Rossow moved to adopt the amended agenda, Commissioner Chaffee 
seconded.  Motion carried.   
 

Commissioner Montbriand moved to approve the minutes of the March 16, 2010 regular 
county board meeting and the March 23, 2010 Committee of the Whole meeting. 
Commissioner Hallan seconded. Motion carried. 
  
Commissioner Chaffee moved to approve the consent agenda, Commissioner Rossow 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Minutes of Boards, Committees and Board Memos, Newsletter 
1. Land Surveyor Monthly Report, March 2010 
2. HRA Sr. Housing Board meeting minutes, February 24, 2010 
3. SWCD Board February 23, 2010 meeting minutes and March 23, 2010 meeting agenda 
4. Personnel Committee meeting minutes, March 9, 2010 
 

**CONSENT AGENDA** 

Auditor 

 
1. March Disbursements 

   

General Revenue Fund $      438,448.98 

Land Mgmt Fund $          1,219.83 

Road & Bridge Fund $      515,322.90 

Group Health $      217,709.42  

Agency Fund $      338,580.00    

Taxes and Penalties $          8,104.31 
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Auditor-continued 

 
2.    Set-up license approval for Duxbury Store and Marge’s Resort. 

 

3.  Applications for Abatement:   
  Dale Voltin, 190 Grove Rd, East Bethel, PID 02.0119.000 pay 2009 & 2010 tax- 
  court. 
  Harvey, Betty & Michael Daleen, 725 2nd Ave SW Pine City, PID 42.5064.000 pay  
  2010. 
  Franko Salo, 85061 State Hwy 23, Kerrick, PID 16.0329.000 pay 2010. 
  John Oelkers, 201 Root Ave, Hinckley, PID 40.5065.000 & 40.5067.000 pay 2010. 

 
 

 Assessor  

 

1. Application for Abatement: 
   Gabriel Charchenko, 15939 Cross Park Rd, Brook Park, PID 18.0045.004  
   pay 2010. 
 
 2. Application for Abatement: 
    Leo DeRungs, 305 Tower Ave, Hinckley , PID 40.5306.001 pay 2010. 
 
 

 Sheriff 

 
1. Acknowledge and accept 2010 Boat and Water Safety Grant for an amount not to 
 exceed $8211.00 and authorize appropriate signatures. 

 
 

**REGULAR AGENDA** 
 

Coordinator/Public Works 

 

Coordinator/Public Works Director Mark LeBrun opened and read publicly the bids received 
for 2010 Equipment Rental.  Commissioner Chaffee motioned to acknowledge receipt of the 
bids received, for Public Works staff to tabulate said bids and return to Board for approval at 
its next regularly scheduled meeting.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion carried. 
 
Coordinator LeBrun presented a training request for Right of Way Manager Todd Lindstrom 
at MN Best Practices for Traffic Sign Maintenance and Management, Brainerd, MN.,  
Registration cost $70.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the training request as 
presented.  Commissioner Rossow seconded, motion carried.   
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Coordinator LeBrun presented an agreement with MN/Dot to use Trunk Highway 61 as a 
temporary detour while they are performing construction on the bridge at I35 and TH 23.  
Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the agreement.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded. 
 Coordinator LeBrun stated road life consumed will be compensated to the county for the 
detour.  Motion carried.   
 
Coordinator LeBrun presented the 2010 road program for approval.  Coordinator LeBrun 
stated all projects scheduled on the five-year road program remain on the 2010 program aside 
from projects that were moved ahead or completed.  Commissioner Montbriand motioned to 
approve the program as presented.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion carried. 
 
 

Road Type Location Length     

        

CSAH 4 Mill/Overlay TH 70 to CSAH 8 3.00     

CSAH 7 Reclaim Co Line to CSAH 13 5.50     

CSAH 10 Mill/Overlay CSAH 9 to 3.1 miles East 3.10     

CSAH 24 Culverts 0.25 miles S of CSAH 32       

CSAH 32 Safety Improvement CSAH 32/CSAH 24 Intersection     

CSAH 44  RR Crossing Bruno       

CSAH 55 Grading CR 125 to 2 miles S. 2.00    

Piedmont Bridge Crosby Township       

 

 

Coordinator LeBrun presented the 2009 Highway Department Annual Report.  Commissioner 
Rossow motioned to approve the 2009 Annual Report as presented.  Commissioner Hallan 
seconded.  Chairman Carlson thanked Coordinator LeBrun for his fiscal prudence and his 
office staff for composing the report.  Commissioner Hallan concurred and stated all of the 
Highway Department staff should be commended.  Motion carried.   

 

Coordinator LeBrun led discussion regarding the County Engineer position.  The interview 
members are recommending the County Engineer position be offered to Peter Eakman as a 
one-year appointment with four-year re-appointments thereafter.  Commissioner Montbriand 
motioned to offer the position with the terms agreed upon.  Commissioner Rossow seconded, 
motion carried.  
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County Attorney 

 

County Attorney John Carlson presented for clarification of the February 16, 2010 board 
action regarding Schmedeke Lane and the question of reserving a public road easement.  
Commissioner Hallan stated the consensus was that the road would be reserved for public 
use.  Commissioner’s Montbriand,  Chaffee and Rossow concurred.  Discussion was held 
including comment from the landowner and Land Department staff.  Chairman Carlson 
motioned to proceed with special legislation for the sale of the property as directed in 
February 16, 2010 board action, reserving a 66 foot right of way easement the length of both 
40 acre parcels. Commissioner Hallan seconded.  Motion carried.    
 

Sheriff  

 

Chief Deputy Steve Ovick presented a Joint Powers Agreement with the Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension to facilitate the E-ticketing program with the State court system.  Chief Deputy 
Ovick stated this will provide the ability for Deputies to print out violations in their squad 
cars and electronically send the information to the courts system for processing.  
Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the agreement with the BCA as presented.  
Commissioner Rossow seconded, motion carried.  
 

Health and Human Services 

 
HHS Director Linda Cassman presented a training request for two employees to attend 
Growing Great Kids Training, Cambridge, MN, cost approximately $400, cost sharing with 
Kanabec County for speaker, grant funds paying costs of registration.  Commissioner Chaffee 
motioned to approve the training request.  Commissioner Montbriand seconded, motion 
carried.   
 
Director Cassman presented a request for Kari Rybak at MN Fraud Investigators Association 
Annual Spring Conference, cost is built into the contract for service, Rutgers Bay.  
Commissioner Chaffee motioned to approve the training as presented.  Commissioner 
Montbriand d seconded, motion carried. 
 

Land/Zoning  

 
Land/Zoning Administrator Kurt Schneider presented for approval and adoption the 2010 
Northern Pine Riders Grant-In-Aid Snowmobile Trails Assistance Program Grant 
Application/Sponsorship resolution.  Commissioner Rossow motioned to approve and adopt 
the resolution as presented.  Commissioner Hallan seconded.  Resolution passed 
unanimously.   
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Resolution # 040610-01 

RESOLUTION FOR THE APPROVAL 

OF GRANT-IN-AID AGREEMENTS 

FOR SNOWMOBILE TRAILS 

 

 
WHEREAS, Pine County serves as the sponsor for various recreational trails that are a part of the State of 
Minnesota Grant-In-Aid trail system, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Northern Pine Riders Snowmobile Club of Willow River, MN, provides 156.9 miles of 
public snowmobile trails in Pine County, MN, and, 

 
WHEREAS, the administration, construction, and maintenance of these trails is performed through the 
Northern Pine Riders Snowmobile Club and is funded through Minnesota Assistance Program Grants issued 
with the approval of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, and   
 

WHERAS, a Minnesota Assistance Program Application has been prepared for the approval of Pine County 
as sponsor of the Northern Pine Riders Pine 1,2, & 3 Snowmobile Trails, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Pine County Board of Commissioners recognizes the positive economic and recreational 
values of these snowmobile trails for our citizens and area businesses, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Pine County agrees to sponsor said trails at no cost the 
County and that the County Board Chair, County Auditor, and/or the designated Grant-In-Aid Coordinator 
be authorized to sign grant applications, agreements, and reimbursement claims to the Minnesota 
Department of natural Resources for the construction, maintenance and administration of said trails. 

 
Land/Zoning Administrator Schneider presented the 2010 Timber Auction packet stating 
eight tracts are being offered for a total combined estimated price of $233,000.  Chairman 
Carlson questioned the industry.  Forester Greg Beck stated that mills had not shut down, but 
loggers were limited to the quantity they could deliver.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to 
approve the 2010 Timber Auction packet as presented.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, 
motion carried.   
 
Land/Zoning Administrator Schneider briefed the Board on the continued Subsurface Sewage 
Treatment System ordinance process, stating the Ordinance Review Committee is awaiting 
township comment and will be holding a meeting May 6, 2010, 1:00 p.m. at the Public Health 
Building conference room, Sandstone, MN for review of additional comments before 
recommending approval to the County Board. 
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Commissioner’s Report 

 
Commissioner Hallan stated the Technology Committee has been discussing broadband 
service and will be holding a summit on April 21st at 10:30 a.m.  
Commissioner Hallan stated the Senate Tax Committee is scheduled for a sales tax exemption 
hearing this week in which the ARMER system exemption will be discussed.  
Commissioner Rossow stated the RC&D Council received notification of an upcoming 
meeting to discuss Ash wood use and requested the County Forester be directed to attend on 
behalf of the County.   
 
Commissioner Chaffee motioned to proceed with closed session at 12:35 p.m. to discuss labor 
negotiations.  Commissioner Hallan seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Chaffee motioned to conclude closed session at 1:20 p.m. and reconvene 
regular session.  Commissioner Montbriand seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

 

Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the tentative 2010-2011 agreement with the 
LELS Deputies Unit and to ratify the 2010-2011 labor contracts for AFSCME Courthouse 
Unit, Road and Bridge Unit 1(Highway Techs) and the IBEW Health and Human Services 
Supervisors Unit.  Commissioner Rossow seconded, motion carried. 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings Announced 

 

Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems Ordinance review committee, Thursday, May 6, 

2010, 1:00 p.m. Public Health Building conference room, Sandstone, MN  
 

Pine County Health and Human Services Board meeting, Tuesday, April 20, 2010, 10:00 

a.m. Public Health Building, Sandstone, MN  
 
 
 
 
 
With no further business Chairman Carlson adjourned the County Board meeting at  1:21 
p.m., until the next scheduled County Board Meeting on April 20, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Public Health Building Conference room, Sandstone, MN. 
 
 


