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MINUTES OF PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING  Regular Meeting 

 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011   10:00 a.m. Pine County Courthouse Boardroom 

 

Chairman Rossow called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Present were Commissioners, 
Steven Chaffee, Stephen Hallan, Mitch Pangerl, and Doug Carlson.  Also present was 
County Administrator Mark LeBrun and County Attorney John Carlson. 
   
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.   
 
Chairman Rossow called for public comment.  Al Johnson expressed support for the 
Snake River Watershed Board on behalf of the Pokegama Lake Association.  Judy 
Yorston expressed support for the Snake River Watershed Board on behalf of the Cross 
Lake Association. 
 
Commissioner Pangerl moved to adopt the amended agenda, Commissioner Hallan 
seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Chaffee moved to approve the minutes of the November 15, 2011 County 
Board meeting. Commissioner Hallan seconded. Motion carried. 
  
Commissioner Hallan moved to approve the consent agenda, Commissioner Pangerl 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Minutes of Boards, Committees and Board Memos, Newsletters 

1. Pine County Land Surveyor November Report 
2. Pine County HRA Senior Housing Minutes, October 2011 
3. ECRL Library Board Minutes, October 2011 

 

***CONSENT AGENDA*** 
Auditor/Treasurer 

 
1. November Disbursements 
 
2. Acknowledge the Petty Cash Account for the Extension Office in the amount of $300 

be rescinded and discontinued 
 

3.  Application for Premises Permit for Hanson/Anderson American Legion Post 361 to 
conduct MN lawful gambling at Banning Junction, 60684 State Hwy 23, Finlayson  
(Finlayson Twp) 

Probation 

 

1. Credit Card transactions 
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**REGULAR AGENDA** 
 

Sheriff 

 
Sheriff Cole presented a three-year Law Enforcement Contract with the City of Hinckley 
for approval.  Commissioner Chaffee motioned to approve the contract as presented.  
Chairman Rossow seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole presented a three-year Law Enforcement Contract with the City of 
Sandstone for approval.  Commissioner Pangerl motioned to approve the contract as 
presented.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole presented a three-year Law Enforcement Contract with the City of Pine City 
for approval.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the contract as presented.  
Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole presented for approval a Communications Facility Use Agreement with the 
State of MN.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the agreement as presented.  
Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole led discussion on a proposal to lease space in Hinckley for a Sheriff’s 
Station.  Commissioner Chaffee motioned to approve lease as presented.  Chairman 
Rossow seconded.  Further discussion occurred and Commissioner Chaffee withdrew the 
motion.  
 
Sheriff Cole presented the resignation of Part-Time Court Security Officer Timothy 
Olson effective December 12, 2011.  Commissioner Chaffee motioned to approve the 
request as presented.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole presented for approval the hiring of Part-Time Correctional Officer Jennifer 
MacQuiddy at a starting wage of $15.57/hr.  Commissioner Carlson motioned to approve 
the request as presented.  Commissioner Pangerl seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole presented the request for dual title status of Heidi Pogones as Part-Time Jail 
Matron and Part-Time Court Security Officer at $13.61/hr effective December 6, 2011.  
Commissioner Pangerl motioned to approve the request as presented.  Commissioner 
Hallan seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole presented for approval the hiring of Jeffrey Starr as Part-Time Court 
Security Officer at $12.50/hr effective December 5, 2011.  Commissioner Carlson 
motioned to approve the request as presented.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion 
carried. 
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Sheriff Cole presented the termination of probationary Part-Time Dispatcher Anne 
Rasmusson effective December 6, 2011.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the 
request as presented.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole presented for acceptance an Emergency Management Performance Grant 
from the State of MN in the amount of $6,000.  Commissioner Pangerl motioned to 
accept the grant as presented.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole presented for acceptance a Snowmobile Safety Grant from the State of MN 
in the amount of $9,828.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to accept the grant as 
presented.  Commissioner Pangerl seconded, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Cole led discussion on the 800 Mhz project.  No action taken. 
 
Auditor/Treasurer 
  
Auditor/Treasurer Clemmer presented a Repurchase of Forfeited Land with land contract 
for Debra Betcher.  Commissioner Pangerl motioned to approve the resolution as 
presented.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, resolution passed unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION #121311-02 
WHEREAS,  Debra A. Betcher, the former owner, has made and filed an application with the County 
Auditor for the repurchase of the hereinafter described parcel of tax forfeited land, in accordance with 
the provisions of Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 282.241, as amended, which land is situated in the 
County of Pine, Minnesota, and described as follows, to-wit: 
 
and WHEREAS, said applicant has set forth in his application that:   Thought her ex had paid all.  He 
told me he did to keep land for kids, son was taking all Pine County mail to him.  
 
and:  It is a wonderful place for my children to go with grandchildren, they would be devastated 
 
and WHEREAS, this Board is of the opinion that said application should be granted for such reasons, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the application of Debra A. Betcher, for the repurchase 
of the above described parcel of tax forfeited land be and the same is hereby granted and the County 
Auditor is hereby authorized and directed to permit such repurchase according to the provisions of 
Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 282.241, as amended. 

 
Auditor/Treasurer Clemmer presented a Capital Asset Policy for approval.  
Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the request as presented.  Commissioner 
Pangerl seconded, motion carried. 
 
Auditor/Treasurer Clemmer presented the 2010 Financial Statement for formal 
acceptance.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to accept the 2010 Financial Statement as 
presented.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
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Auditor/Treasurer Clemmer presented for approval audit adjustments for the 2010 Audit.  
Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the request as presented.  Commissioner 
Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
 
Land/Zoning 
  
Land/Zoning Administrator Schneider presented for approval a special Storm Damaged 
Timber sale via sealed bid.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the request as 
presented.  Commissioner Pangerl seconded, motion carried. 
 

Public Works 

 
Engineer LeBrun presented for approval the promotion of Dan Adams as Heavy 
Equipment Operator at $18.78/hr effective December 14, 2011.  Commissioner Chaffee 
motioned to approve as presented.  Chairman Rossow seconded, motion carried. 
 
Engineer LeBrun requested to enter into a contract with LHB for preliminary engineering 
work on the Twin Cities to Twin Ports trail project.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to 
approve as presented.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
 
Administrator 

 

Teresa Wickeham presented an update on the activities of the Snake River Watershed 
Board.  No action taken. 
 
Dana Johnson of Lakes and Pines presented for approval a resolution in support of a 
Rental Rehabilitation Loan program in Pine County.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to 
approve resolution as presented.  Commissioner Chaffee seconded, resolution passed 
unanimously. 

RESOLUTION #121311-01 

 
WHEREAS, Pine County has made significant progress in meeting the need for housing rehabilitation 
in the cities and rural areas of the county; and 

 
WHEREAS, an unmet need remains for the repair and rehabilitation of rental housing units; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Rental Rehabilitation Deferred Loan program sponsored by Minnesota Housing 
(MHFA) may provide a means for rehabilitating single-family rental homes in Pine County. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Lakes & Pines Community Action Council, Inc. is 
hereby authorized to submit an “Application for Administrative Authority” to MHFA for participation in 
the Rental Rehabilitation Deferred Loan program, and Lakes & Pines Community Action Council, Inc. 
is designated as the administrative body for implementing this program in Pine County. 
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Administrator LeBrun presented for public disclosure the application of Arild 
Frederiksen for a Small Cities Rehabilitation Loan.  Commissioner Chaffee motioned to 
acknowledge the disclosure as presented.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion 
carried. 
 
Administrator LeBrun presented for approval a resolution setting the 2012 Commissioner 
Compensation.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve resolution as presented.  
Commissioner Pangerl seconded, resolution passed unanimously. 

Resolution #121311-03 
WHEREAS, M.S. 375.055 and 375.06 set forth the authorization for compensation of Minnesota 
County Commissioners; and 

 
WHEREAS, Pine County Commissioners are eligible to receive per diem payments in accordance with 
the above referenced statutes; 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that an annual salary shall be paid to each Pine County 
Commissioner; 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Commissioners may receive payment of per diem (only one per 
diem per day) for meetings for county or committee meetings; 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Commissioners may be allowed and paid for actual and necessary 
traveling expenses incurred while attending meetings of the County Board;   

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following be deemed eligible for per diem 
reimbursement: Regular County Board Meetings, Committee Meetings, Temporary or one time 
meetings as directed by the Board or the Board Chair, Special County Board Meetings, Emergency 
County Board Meetings, AMC Meetings, and all other meetings that meet requirements of MN Statute 
375.055.    

                                                                                      
And that the following are ineligible for per diem reimbursement:                                
                                        Board of Equalization 
                                        Canvassing Board 

                                          
A Commissioner shall not be entitled to County reimbursement of per diem, mileage, or other 
expensesif the Committee to which they have been appointed has reimbursed the expense incurred. 

 
The salary for County Commissioners for 2012 shall be         $21,208.00 
The per diem rate per meeting for 2012 is                                      $75.00                                       
The mileage reimbursement rate for 2012 is to follow the federal rate. 

 
Administrator LeBrun presented for approval to set the mileage rate for County 
employees at the federal rate of reimbursement.  Commissioner Hallan motioned to 
approve as presented.  Commissioner Pangerl seconded, motion carried. 
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Administrator LeBrun presented the proposed 2012 Elected Officials salaries for 
approval.   
 
County Attorney John Carlson  $97, 893 
County Sheriff Robin Cole  $80,000 
County Auditor/Treasurer  $75,762 
 
Chairman Rossow motioned to approve the salaries as presented.  Commissioner Chaffee 
seconded, motion carried. 
 

Administrator LeBrun presented the proposed 2012 County Budget for approval.  
Commissioner Hallan motioned to approve the 2012 County Budget as presented.  
Commissioner Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 

2012 BUDGET 

DEPT REVENUE 

  # DEPARTMENT                 REVENUES 

 

EXPENDITURES 

5 COUNTY BOARD 5,500 210,211 

13 COURT ADMINISTRATION 12,000 60,000 

20 LAW LIBRARY 20,000 20,000 

41 COUNTY AUDITOR/TREASURER 76,000 554,359 

61 MIS 66,000 400,900 

62 CENTRAL SERVICES 51,000 87,000 

63 TRUTH IN TAXATION 7,000 13,300 

71 ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATION 6,200 66,700 

72 COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 5,000 303,872 

91 COUNTY ATTORNEY 98,100 730,079 

92 CONTRACTED CONSULTANTS 0 20,000 

101 COUNTY RECORDER 311,569 311,482 

105 COUNTY ASSESSOR 166,000 411,742 

107 PLANNING AND ZONING 44,700 110,440 

111 GOVT BUILDING OPERATIONS 150,000 691,464 

121 VETERANS SERVICES 0 77,860 

201 COUNTY SHERIFF 871,574 3,349,577 

204 SHERIFF DISPATCH 0 527,294 

205 BOAT AND WATER SAFETY 7,000 7,000 

206 SNOWMOBILE SAFETY  3,500 3,500 

208 ATV EXPENSE 0 500 

210 GUN PERMITS 17,000 7,840 

211 SHERIFF CHAPLAIN CORP 500 500 

227 ENHANCE 911 105,164 105,164 

228 RURAL ADDRESSING 0 0 

249 MEDICAL EXAMINER 0 50,000 

251 COUNTY JAIL 921,200 3,216,274 

255 COURT SERVICES 295,819 639,454 

256 SENTENCE TO SERVE 0 70,300 

281 CIVIL DEFENSE 0 0 

391 SOLID WASTE 350 77,772 

392 SCORE RECYCLING 71,100 124,600 

501 ECR LIBRARY 0 295,103 

502 HISTORICAL SOCIETY 0 20,000 



                   Page 7 of 9 

601 SOIL /WATER CONSERVATION 0 34,000 

602 EXTENTION COMMITTEE 0 1,800 

603 COUNTY EXTENTION 0 89,400 

604 AGRICULTURE SOCIETY 0 10,000 

607 PINE COUNTY WATER PLAN 13,434 26,868 

609 AG INSPECTOR 0 0 

612 WETLAND EXPENSE SNAKE RIVER 34,626 69,252 

613 WATERSHED BOARD 0 11,118 

702 

PINE COUNTY HOUSING 

AUTHORITY 0 3,000 

711 PINE COUNTY PUBLIC TRANS 0 58,000 

801 NON-DEPARTMENTAL 9,757,653 253,227 

813 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 0 7,000 

TOTAL 13,117,989 13,127,952 

DEPT HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES                 REVENUES 

 

EXPENDITURES 

 #12 

 8,005,254 8,008,413 

DEPT HIGHWAY 

 

               REVENUES 

 

EXPENDITURES 

 #13 DEPARTMENT 

310 ADMINISTRATION 0 309,971 

320 ENGR/CONSTRUCTION 0 4,960,511 

330 EQUIPMENT 0 1,897,267 

340 REPAIR AND SHOP 0 1,922,204 

801 NON-DEPARTMENTAL 9,123,670 33,708 

TOTAL 9,123,670 

 

9,123,661 

DEPT RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT                 REVENUES 

 

EXPENDITURES 

 #22 DEPARTMENT 

703 LAND USE 810,100 810,100 

704 COUNTY WIDE REHAB 0 7,500 

705 ROAD FUND GAS TAX 5,500 5,000 

707 TIMBER DEVELOPMENT 58,810 20,000 

TOTAL 874,410 

 

842,600 

DEPT RAILROAD AUTHORITY                 REVENUES 

 

EXPENDITURES 

 #37 DEPARTMENT 

810 25,000 

 

25,000 

DEPT 2005 JAIL BONDS 

 

                REVENUES 

 

EXPENDITURES 

 #39 DEPARTMENT 

810 2005 JAIL BONDS 1,284,305 

 

1,223,237 

DEPT 2005 HRA BONDS 

 

                REVENUES 

 

EXPENDITURES 

 #41 DEPARTMENT 

810 2005 HRA BONDS 1,000,631 1,000,631 

TOTAL ALL FUNDS 33,431,259 33,351,494 

Administrator LeBrun presented for approval the 2012 County Levy.  Commissioner 
Hallan motioned to approve the 2012 County Levy as presented.  Commissioner Pangerl 
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seconded, motion carried. 
 
2012 GROSS LEVY PROGRAM AID NET LEVY 

    

REVENUE 7,765,064 0 7,765,064 

HUMAN SERVICES 2,525,000  2,525,000 

ROAD & BRIDGE 1,475,000  1,475,000 

RAIL AUTHORITY 25,000  25,000 

JAIL BOND 1,284,305  1,284,305 

HRA BOND 1,000,631  1,000,631 

    

TOTAL 14,075,000  14,075,000 

 

County Attorney 

 
County Attorney Carlson presented the MCAPS software contract for ratification.  
Commissioner Carlson motioned to approve the contract as presented.  Commissioner 
Chaffee seconded, motion carried. 
 
County Attorney Carlson presented a Joint Powers Agreement with the State of MN for 
Criminal Justice data access.  Commissioner Pangerl motioned to approve the contract as 
presented.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Rossow commented on a lengthy personnel committee meeting held on 
Monday. 
 
Upcoming Meetings Announced 
 
Arrowhead Counties Association meeting, Wednesday, December 14, 2011,  

6:00 p.m. Grandma’s Restaurant, Duluth, MN 
 
Negotiations Committee, Friday, December 16, 2011, 9:00 a.m. Pine County 
Courthouse, Administrator’s Conference Room, Pine City, MN 
 
Facilities Committee meeting, Monday, December 19, 2011, 10:00 a.m. Pine County 
Courthouse, Administrator’s Conference Room, Pine City, MN 
 
Pine County Health and Human Services meeting, Tuesday, December 20, 2011,  
10:00 a.m. Public Health Building conference room, Sandstone, MN 

 
Pine County Board meeting, Tuesday, December 20, 2011, 1:00 p.m. Public Health 
Building conference room, Sandstone, MN 
 
Chairman Rossow called for a recess before convening to closed session.   
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Commissioner Pangerl motioned to convene closed session at 1:14 p.m. to discuss Labor 
Negotiations.  Commissioner Hallan seconded, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Chaffee motioned to conclude closed session at 1:33 p.m.   Commissioner 
Pangerl seconded, motion carried. 
 
With no further business Chairman Rossow adjourned the County Board meeting at  
1:34 p.m., until the next scheduled County Board Meeting on December 20, 2011 at 1:00 
p.m. in the Public Health Building Conference room.   
 
_____________________  ___________________________ 
Mark LeBrun, Administrator  Curt Rossow, Chair 
Clerk to County Board            Board of County Commissioners 


