AGENDA
PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING

District 1  Commissioner Hallan (Chair)
District 2 ~ Commissioner Pangerl

District 3 ~ Commissioner Chaffee

District 4  Commissioner Rossow

District 5 Commissioner Carlson (Vice-Chair)

Tuesday, March 19, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Boardroom, Pine County Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota

A) Call meeting to order
B) Pledge of Allegiance

C) Public Forum. Members of the public are invited to speak on items not on the agenda.
Each speaker should state his/her name and limit comments to three (3) minutes.

D) Approve Agenda
E) Approve Minutes of March 5, 2013 board meeting and Summary for publication.

F) Minutes of Boards, Committees and Correspondence
East Central Regional Library Board Minutes — January 14, 2013
Pine County HRA Senior Housing Board of Directors — January 23, 2013
Pine County Soil & Water Conservation District — February 7, 2013
Pine County Probation Advisory Committee — Unapproved Minutes— February 26, 2013
Pine County Health & Human Services Advisory Committee Minutes-March 6, 2013
Pine County Historical Museum correspondence

G) Approve Consent Agenda
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CONSENT AGENDA

The consent agenda is voted on without any discussion. Any commissioner may request an
item be removed and added to the regular agenda.

1. Review February, 2013 Cash Balance (attached)

Fund February 1,2012 | February 1, 2013 Increase(Decrease)
Revenue Fund $ 254,895.93 $ 678,952.34 $ 424,056.41
Health and Human 1,978,476.45 1,499,627.66 ($478,848.79)
Services Fund
Road and Bridge Fund 7,821,320.40 5,867,300.76 ($1,954,019.64)
Land Management Fund 990,851.61 1,517,880.47 $527,028.86
TOTAL (inc non-major $11,825,496.59 $9,904,295.65 ($1,921,200.94)
funds)

2. Applications for Abatement:

Pine County Board of Commissioners

a. Frandsen Bank & Trust, 135 5" St. SE, Pine City, PID 42.5046.001, pay 2012
b. M & M Ventures LLC, 1120 Holstein Dr. NE, Pine City, PID 42.0044.001, pay
2012.

. Donation

Accept $500 donation from Pine Area Lions Club and designate to the Pine County
Sheriff’s Office K-9 program to be used to help offset the expense of the canine

program.

Promotion
Acknowledge and approve the promotion of Recreation Director Rodney Williamson to

Jail Sergeant effective March 24, 2013 at $22.63/hr, B31.

. New Hire

Authorize the hiring of Stephanie Klemz, Case Aide, effective April 1, 2013, B22,

$13.70 per hour.
Authorize the hiring of Matthew Christenson, Human Resources and Payroll Specialist,

contingent upon background check, $40,000 annual salary, B31.

REGULAR AGENDA

. Personnel Committee

The Personnel Committee met March 12, 2013 and made the following

recommendations (Minutes attached):
A. Accept the resignation of Deputy Bertelson effective March 8, 2013;

B. Approve the transfer of Investigator Sjodahl from temporary to permanent
investigator status;
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C. Accept the resignation of RN Dixie Koch effective April 23, 2013; request to
fill position at a later date;
Other items are for information only.

Community Wildfire Protection Plan
Approve the Community Wildfire Protection Plan and authorize Board Chair to sign.

Hazard Mitigation Programs -- Joint Resolutions
Update on progress of the buy-out program; and approve the following joint Resolutions
and authorize Board Chair and County Administrator to sign:

Resolution 2013-5 — city of Willow River

Resolution 2013-5A — city of Sturgeon Lake

Resolution 2013-5B — city of Rutledge

Resolution 2013-5C — township of Kettle River

Contract for Assessor Services — Kanabec County/Pine County
Approve the contract with Kanabec County for Pine County to provide assessing
services from March 1, 2013 to March 1, 2014 and authorize Board Chair and County

Administrator to sign.

Final Pavment — Midwest Contracting, LLC
Approve final payment to Midwest Contracting, LLC. in the amount of $45,497.59 for

the following:
Contract #1103 SAP 58-617-16; located on CSAH 17, between CR 140 and 1.7 miles

north of CR 140 and authorize County Administrator to sign the Certificate of Final
Acceptance.

Planning and Update from Minnesota Department of Transportation
Presentation by Walter Leu from MnDOT.

Committee of the Whole
Set a date and time for a Committee of the Whole meeting. Possible topics to consider:

(a) Recycling update/discussion with PHASE; (b) Outdoor festival/party regulations;

and
Strategic Planning update.

Commissioner Updates

Other

10.Upcoming Meetings

Pine County Board of Commissioners

a. Pine County Health and Human Services Meetings, Tuesday, March 19,
2013, to commence after Pine County Board Meeting, Boardroom, Pine

County Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.
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b. Arrowhead Transit Reception, March 19, 2013, 12:00 p.m., Boardroom, Pine
County Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

¢. NLX meeting, Wednesday, March 27,2013, 9:30 a.m. Boardroom, Pine
County Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

d. Pine County Board Meeting, Tuesday, April 2,2013 1:00 p.m., Public Health
Building, Sandstone, Minnesota.

e. Facility Committee Meeting, April 3,2013, 9:00 a.m., Commissioner
Conference Room, Pine County Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

f. Personnel Committee Meeting, Tuesday, April 9, 9:00 a.m., Commissioner
Conference Room, Pine County Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

g. Technology Committee Meeting, Tuesday, April 16, 2013, 8:30 a.m.,
Commissioner Conference Room, Pine County Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

h. Pine County Board Meeting, Tuesday, April 16, 2013 10:00 a.m., Boardroom,
Pine County Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

i. Pine County Health and Human Services Meetings, Tuesday, April 16, 2013,
to commence after Pine County Board Meeting, Boardroom, Pine County
Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

j. NLX meeting, Wednesday, April 24,2013, 9:30 a.m. Boardroom, Pine County
Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

11.Adjourn
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MINUTES OF PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, March 5, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
Public Health Building, Sandstone, Minnesota

Chair Hallan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Commissioners
Mitch Pangerl, Steve Chaffee, Curt Rossow and Doug Carlson. Also present were
County Attorney John Carlson and County Administrator David Minke.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Chair Hallan called for public comment. Dave Ostenson stated his opposition to
Pine County’s support of the Northern Lights Express and expressed concern with
chemtrails in the airspace over Pine County. Mr. Ostenson also expressed his
support of Sheriff Cole. Terry Clark stated his opposition to the Northern Lights
Express.

Chair Hallan requested the following revision to the Regular Agenda:
(1) Item 4: Rescheduling of the Minnesota Department of Transportation
update to the March 19, 2013 board meeting;
(2) Rescheduling of March 19, 2013, 7:00 p.m. county board and Human
Services board meetings;
(3) Addition: Use of County Facilities by Townships

Commissioner Rossow moved to approve the amended agenda. Second by
Commissioner Pangerl. Motion carried 5-0.

Minutes of Boards, Committees and Correspondence
Pine County Land Surveyor Monthly Report — February 2013
Pine County Probation Advisory Committee — November 27, 2012

Commissioner Chaffee moved to approve the Minutes of the February 19, 2013
board meeting and Summary for publication. Second by Commissioner Carlson.

Motion carried 5-0.

Commissioner Rossow. moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Second by
Commissioner Pangerl. Motion carried 5-0.
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CONSENT AGENDA

The consent agenda is voted on without any discussion. Any commissioner may
request an item be removed and added to the regular agenda.

1.

February 2013 Disbursements
Review Disbursement Journal Report.

. Donations

Accept $100.00 donation from Peter Mitchell. These funds will be placed in
the volunteer posse fund.

REGULAR AGENDA
Congressman Nolan
Due to weather-related travel conditions Rick Olseen from Congressman
Nolan’s staff was unable to attend the meeting. To be rescheduled.

. 2013 State Boating Grant

Motion by Commissioner Rossow to approve the 2013 State Boating Grant
in the amount of $7,087.00 and authorize Board Chair and County
Administrator to sign. No match required by the County; will be used to
provide water safety. Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried 5-
0.

Final Payment — Contract #1201

County Engineer Mark LeBrun reported to the board, and discussion was
held, regarding the completion of Contract #1201 (inclusive of CP 058-017-
002, SAP 058-617-017, and SAP 058-655-006). LeBrun stated this contract
came in $4,000 under original contract amount. Commissioner Carlson
commended the highway department for their hard work on this project.
Motion by Commissioner Carlson for final payment to Hardrives, Inc. in the
amount of $47,504.24. Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried
5-0.

Planning and Update from Minnesota Department of Transportation.
Due to weather-related travel conditions this item was removed from the
agenda and rescheduled to the March 19, 2013 board meeting.
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S. Highway Department Annual Report
County Engineer Mark LeBrun reported to the board, and discussion was
held, regarding the highway department’s annual report. LeBrun presented
an overview of information provided by MnDOT as to allocation of monies
used for the maintenance and construction for streets, roads and bridges
from the Highway Users Tax Distribution Fund. Discussion was also held
as to the calcium chloride application and maintenance of county roads.
Motion by Rossow to accept and approve the 2012 Highway Annual Report.
Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried 5-0.

6. East Central Regional Library Board Appointments
County Administrator Minke reported that on February 19, 2013 Carol
Goddard and Margery Swanson were appointed by the county board as
trustees to the East Central Regional Library Board. Minke provided
corrected information from ECRL regarding the terms of these
appointments.
Motion by Commissioner Chaffee to reappoint Carol Goddard to her second
term (January 1, 2012 — December 31, 2014), and the appointment of
Margery Swanson to her first term (January 1, 2013 — December 31, 2015)
as trustees to the East Central Regional Library Board. Second by
Commissioner Carlson. Motion carried 5-0.

7. Special Meeting
Chair Hallan reported that due to a conflict with Commissioners’ schedules,
the March 19, 2013, 7:00 p.m., board meeting be cancelled and rescheduled
as a special meeting. Discussion was also held regarding the rescheduling of
the March 19, 2013 Health and Human Services board meeting.
Motion by Commissioner Carlson to cancel the March 19, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
regular board meeting and reschedule as a Special Meeting for the same day,
March 19, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. The location will remain the same (Board
Room, Pine County Courthouse). The Health and Human Services Board
Meeting will commence immediately following the 10:00 a.m. board
meeting. Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried 5-0.

7A. Use of County Facilities
Commissioner Pangerl inquired of the use of the county boardroom by the
townships for meeting purposes. Discussion was held as to fee for usage,
copier, maintenance, and additional fees. Commissioner Hallan
recommended this be referred to the Facility Committee for

recommendation.
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8. Commissioner Updates

Commissioner Carlson commented upon a 5-ton road posted in his district.
Discussion was held regarding the Broadband Summit held on February 28,

2013.

9. Other

10.Upcoming Meetings

a.

Facility Committee Meeting, March 6, 2013, 9:00 a.m.,
Administrator Conference Room, Pine County Courthouse, Pine City,
Minnesota.

Representative Tim Faust Town Hall Meeting, March 8, 2013,
Rock Creek City Center, Rock Creek Minnesota

Personnel Committee Meeting, Tuesday, March 12, 2013, 9:00
a.m., Administrator’s Conference Room, Pine County Courthouse,
Pine City, Minnesota.

Technology Committee Meeting, Tuesday, March 19, 2013, 8:30
a.m., Administrator’s Conference Room, Pine County Courthouse,
Pine City, Minnesota.

Special Meeting: Pine County Board Meeting, March 19, 2013,
10:00 a.m., Boardroom, Pine County Courthouse, Pine City,
Minnesota.

Health and Human Services Board Meeting, March 19, 2013,
following county board meeting, Boardroom, Pine County
Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

Arrowhead Association of Counties Legislative Banquet, St. Paul,
Minnesota.

NLX meeting, Wednesday, March 27,2013, 9:30 a.m. Boardroom,
Pine County Courthouse, Pine City, Minnesota.

11.Adjourn
With no further business, Chair Hallan adjourned the county board meeting

at 8:00 p.m. A special meeting of the county board is scheduled for March
19, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. at the Boardroom, Pine County Courthouse, Pine
City, Minnesota (replacing the regular meeting previously scheduled for
March 19, 2013, 7:00 p.m.).

David J. Minke, Administrator Stephen M. Hallan, Chair
Clerk to County Board Board of Commissioners
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SUMMARY
OF
MINUTES OF PINE COUNTY BOARD MEETING
Regular Meeting

Tuesday, March §, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
Public Health Building, Sandstone, Minnesota

Chair Hallan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Commissioners
Mitch Pangerl, Steve Chaffee, Curt Rossow and Doug Carlson. Also present were
County Attorney John Carlson and County Administrator David Minke.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Chair Hallan called for public comment. Dave Ostenson stated his opposition to
Pine County’s support of the Northern Lights Express and expressed concern with
chemtrails in the airspace over Pine County. Mr. Ostenson also expressed his
support of Sheriff Cole. Terry Clark stated his opposition to the Northern Lights
Express.

Commissioner Rossow moved to approve the amended agenda. Second by
Commissioner Pangerl. Motion carried 5-0.

Minutes of Boards, Committees and Correspondence
Pine County Land Surveyor Monthly Report — February 2013
Pine County Probation Advisory Committee — November 27, 2012

Commissioner Chaffee moved to approve the Minutes of the February 19, 2013
board meeting and Summary for publication. Second by Commissioner Carlson.
Motion carried 5-0.

Commissioner Rossow moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Second by
Commissioner Pangerl. Motion carried 5-0.

1. February 2013 Disbursements
Review Disbursement Journal Report.

2. Donations
Accept $100 donation from Peter Mitchell. These funds will be placed in

the volunteer posse fund.
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REGULAR AGENDA

Rick Olseen from Congressman Nolan’s staff was unable to attend the
meeting. To be rescheduled.

Motion by Commissioner Rossow to approve the 2013 State Boating Grant
in the amount of $7,087 and authorize Board Chair and County
Administrator to sign. Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried 5-
0.

Motion by Commissioner Carlson for final payment to Hardrives, Inc. in the
amount of $47,504.24. Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried
5-0.

Planning and Update from Minnesota Department of Transportation was
removed from the agenda and rescheduled to the March 19, 2013 board
meeting.

Motion by Rossow to accept and approve the 2012 Highway Annual Report.
Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Chaffee to reappointment Carol Goddard to her
second term (January 1, 2012 — December 31, 2014), and the appointment of
Margery Swanson to her first term (January 1, 2013 — December 31, 2015)
as trustees to the East Central Regional Library Board. Second by
Commissioner Carlson. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion by Commissioner Carlson to cancel the March 19, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
regular board meeting and reschedule as a Special Meeting for the same day,
March 19, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. The location will remain the same (Board
Room, Pine County Courthouse). The Health and Human Services Board
Meeting will commence immediately following the 10:00 a.m. board
meeting. Second by Commissioner Chaffee. Motion carried 5-0.

Commissioner Pangerl inquired of the use of the county boardroom by the
townships for meeting purposes. Commissioner Hallan recommended this
be referred to the Facility Committee for recommendation.

With no further business, Chair Hallan adjourned the county board meeting
at 8:00 p.m. A special meeting of the county board is scheduled for March
19,2013 at 10:00 a.m. at the Boardroom, Pine County Courthouse, Pine
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City, Minnesota (replacing the regular meeting previously scheduled for
March 19, 2013, 7:00 p.m.).

David J. Minke, Administrator Stephen M. Hallan, Chair
Clerk to County Board Board of Commissioners

The full text of the board’s Minutes are available at the County
Administrator’s Office and the county’s website (www.co.pine.mn.us).
Copies may also be requested from the administrator’s office.
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V-I

ECRL Board Minutes

Date: Monday, January 14, 2013
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Place: ECRL Headquarters, Cambridge, MN

Present:

Board Members: Anderson, Gene (Kanabec); Carlson, Keith (Chisago); Chaffee, Steve (Pine); Goddard,
Carol (Pine); Henderson, Ray (Chisago); Hommes, Linda (Aitkin); Kramersmeier, Char (Mille Lacs); Lee,
Karen (Isanti); McMahon, George (Chisago); Misiura, Audrey (Isanti); Reynolds, Genney (Mille Lacs);

Sauer, Tom (Mille Lacs); Swanson, Margery (Pine); Warring, Mike (Isanti); Weaver, Sharon (Kanabec);
Zaudtke, Wayne (Kanabec).

Staff: Misselt, Barbara (Director, ECRL); Lydon, Carla (Assistant Director, ECRL); Anderson, Shelly
(Administrative Services Manager, ECRL)

Absent:
Niemi, Don (Aitkin); Raisanen, James (Aitkin)

Call to Order:

President McMahon called the January 2013 meeting to the East Central Regional Library Board to order
at 9:30a.m.

Pledge of Allegiance & Introductions:
Guests

e Patricia Post, Director CMLE
e Timothy & Daniel Misiura

Oath of Office:
Director Misselt administered the Oath of Office to all Board Members and Staff

Adopt/Amend Agenda:
M/S/P: unanimous
Carlson/Kramersmeier to adopt agenda as presented.

Period for Public Comment
None.

Approval of Previous Minutes
M/S/P: unanimous
Weaver/Lee to approve minutes as presented.

Bills
M/S/P: unanimous
Misiura/Sauer to approve December bills as submitted by the Treasurer.

Financial Reports
M/S/P: unanimous

1
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Misiura/Hommes to accept the December financial report as presented by the Treasurer.

ECRL Adminstrative Reports <
A. Director’s Organizational Report.
Misselt gave her report — see written.
ECRL received IRS notification regarding 2013 mileage rate. Staff mileage reimbursement will
increase accordingly according to ECRL Personnel Policy #310.

Year-end reports will be presented as soon as we close the books on 2012. Hopefully, those
reports will be ready for the Board in February. The Audit has been scheduled for the week of
March 4.

Anderson and Misselt attended a training session regarding the Affordable Care Act presented
by Resource Training and Solutions last week. Information will be passed along as we know it.
One change of concern is that those eligible for benefits will be those who work over 30 hours
per week over a controlled period of time which for us will include subs. This will have budget
implications. McMahon requested that some from the insurance company come and discuss
with the Board soon.

ECRL has not received 2013 Legacy funding yet. In previous years, we have received 10 equal
payments. We are still working on carryover money. Other regions have sent letters to the
Commissioner. One has threatened to write to the Governor. State has promised a letter by the
end of the week regarding this issue.

Discussion: (
Q/zaudtke: Should we stop funding Legacy projects until we receive 2013 money? A/Misselt:
Would be bad public service. Contracts are written well in advance.

Q/McMahon: Has money been appropriated? A/Misselt: Committee approves contracts up to
year in advance. Money has been appropriated by the Legislature.

Q/McMahon: Did we sign grant agreement already? A/Misselt: Yes, this is new.
Q/Kramersmeier: Legacy money will come. We should keep up what we are doing. A/Misselt:
Not recommending we do anything at this point. Just for your information. If we haven't
received funds by February, will recommend stronger action.

Q/zaudtke: Has the Evergreen upgrade been done? Isit necessary? A/Misselt: Upgrade not
yet done but will be soon. New features include patron queue numbers, , NCIP for interlibrary
loans requests and filling, Pearl programming replacing functions that formerly were supported
by java, incorporating serials and acquisitions functionality (not currently used by ECRL).

B. Branch Highlights
Lydon presented the branch highlights — see written. Mentioned Cambridge staffing and return

to 2011 hours.

Other Reports:
A. CMLE:

CMLE Director Patricia Post: CMLE receives appropriation from the state of $175,000/year. They.

serve the same counties that make up ECRL and Great River Regional Library (GRRL). There are 319
member libraries but CMLE does not serve the general public. CMLE receives no funding from

counties or cities. Minnesota statutes dictate the composition of their governing board which (
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includes four librarians as well appointees from the ECRL and GRRL boards. Personnel and structure
are a part of St. Cloud University through a contract between CMLE and SCSU. Services are vastly
different for School Media Centers. Focus on 21* Century skills and integrating technology into the
classroom. Schools now need assistance with eTextbooks & eCurriculum.

Q/McMahon: What happens if the State decides not to support regional multitype library systems?
A/Post: Grants? Possible consolidation with public libraries.

Old Business:
A. Delivery Van:

Misselt: GM had price increase and Princeton Auto couldn’t honor the bid. Both dealers that had

proposed the van selected by the ECRL board were asked to resubmit bids. Both proposals went up
about $400. Princeton remains about $300 less.

M/S/P: (opposed — McMahon)

Misiura/Kramersmeier to purchase delivery van from Princeton Auto. If they can’t fulfill,
purchase from Mora dealership.

Discussion:

Q/McMahon: Did we request price on van from State contract? What will we do with old van?
A/Misselt: No as it was the preference of the Board to purchase locally. Question and
recommendation on disposal of the old van will be brought to the Board when the new van arrives.

New Business:
A. Financial Institutions
M/S/P: unanimous
Misiura/Goddard to approve list of banks for 2013.

Discussion about who holds responsibility for investments such as CDs. The auditor and financial
consultant have informed the Finance Committee that the ECRL Board is responsible for those
investments and should be the named agent with ECRL’s address.

M/S/P: (opposed — Weaver)

Goddard/Zaudtke to contact the Aitkin Librarian and Bank holding the CD to put CD in ECRL’s
name with Anderson, Misselt and Aitkin Branch Librarian as authorized representatives.

B. 2013 Meeting Schedule:
M/S/P: unanimous
Sauer/Lee to approve meeting schedule as presented. May meeting at HQ. June meeting in
Princeton. November meeting cancelled due holiday.

Trustee Issues
A. 2013 Board Committee Appointments: see written.
B. 2013 Board goal discussion: tabled until February.
C. 2013 Legislative Session

Misselt: platform was approved last month. Legislative day is March 6, 2013.



Future Agenda Items
February — Board Goals; Bad weather notification for Board members; Board photo

Next Meeting: Monday, February 11, 2013 9:30 a.m. at ECRL Headquarters, Cambridge, MN

M/S/P: unanimous
Carlson/Lee to adjourn.

McMahon adjourned the meeting at 11:47 a.m.

Wayne Zaudtke, Secretary
Carla Lydon, Recorder
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PINE COUNTY HRA SENIOR HOUSING
510 Fifth Street Office
Sandstone, MN 55072

(320) 245-5140

pinehra@ecenet.con

Sandstone Manor Finlayson Manor
510 Fifth Street Office 6524 Broadway Street
Sandstone, MN 55072 Finlayson, MN 55735

The regular meeting of the Pine County HRA Senior Housing Board of Directors was
held on January 23, 2013, at the Finlayson Manor. Commissioners of the HRA present
were Board Chair Dorothy Stockamp, Cheri Drilling, Arild F rederiksen, Dean Dronen,
and Jan Oak. Staff members present were Executive Director Janice Gustafson and
Resident Managers Evelyn Yocum and Susan Blake. Resident Franklin Lewis was
present.

1.

2.

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Board Chair D. Stockamp.

The minutes from December 27, 2012, were reviewed by the Board members.
A motion was made by C. Drilling was seconded by D. Dronen to accept the
minutes. Motion carried: Yeas 5, Nays 0.

The monthly financial statements and the investment report were presented by J.
Gustafson. A motion was made by J. Oak and was seconded by Board Chair
D. Stockamp to approve the financial statements and the investment report.
Motion carried: Yeas 5, Nays 0.

Executive Director’s Report. The written Executive Director’s report was
reviewed by Board members.

Old Business. Vacancies. As of this date, there are no vacancies at the
Sandstone Manor and three vacancies at the Finlayson Manor.

New Business.

a) The 2012 Certificates of Rent paid have been distributed to the HRA
residents.

b) Year end December 31, 2012, payroll tax returns, 1099’s, and W2’s,
have been completed, distributed, and filed with the IRS.

¢) Renovations on FM #9 are scheduled to start this week.



d) Difficulties with Christmas decorations in the common areas at both
Manors were discussed by the Board members and the Executive
Director. From this date forward, the residents can decide among
themselves whether or not they want decorations displayed for the
various holidays and they can be responsible for volunteering to
decorate their respective community room.

7. Resident Managers’ Reports.

a) Finlayson Manor. S. Blake has returned to the Finlayson Manor from the
Pine City Nursing Home and she is already planning a potluck. The
main course will be smoked turkey which is being provided by one of
the residents.

b) Sandstone Manor. E. Yocum reported the residents are actively working
on puzzles and have started watching movies and eating popcorn
together in the community room. The coffees and potlucks continue to
be enjoyed.

8. Resident Comments/Questions. There were no comments from the resident
who was present. ’

9. A motion was made by D. Dronen and was seconded by C. Drilling to adjourn
the meeting at 2:45 P.M. Motion carried: Yeas 5, Nays 0.

10. The next HRA Board meeting is scheduled for February 27, 2013, at the
Sandstone Manor.

C/\) 7 - N a ' - 4 A_)‘
o, ok Dppenic h Gprgs
Dorothy Stockamp B Janice S. Gustafson

HRA Board Chair Executive Director



Pine County

S()il &Water BOARD MEETING MINUTES

CONSERVATION DISTRICT February 7, 2013

The Pine County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors held their monthly meeting on
Thursday, February 7, 2013.

Members Present: Others Present:

Doug Odegard

Jerry Telker Sam Martin, Water Management Specialist
Tom Swaim Robin Poppe, Wetland Specialist

Joe Luedtke Julie Salmon, NRCS DC

Skip Thomson

Members Absent: none
CALL TO ORDER: Thomson called the meeting to order at 4:00 p-m.
PUBLIC COMMENT: 7none

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion by Telker, seconded by Luedtke to approve the February agenda.
Motwon carried

JANUARY MINUTES:
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Swaim, to approve the January minutes.
Motion carried

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND PAYMENTS OF BILLS FOR JANUARY:
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Swaim to approve the January financials and payment of bills, including a $7,500
transfer.

Motion carried

STAFF/SUPERVISOR REPORTS:

Wetlands:

e Poppe stated she did not have any projects for the board this month.

® Poppe provided the board with a list of available grants to be discussed and considered.

Poppe left the meeting

Water Management:

e Martin attended a steering committee meeting for the Snake River TMDL. Information that has been
compiled was reviewed and discussed.

e The Annual Water Plan Task Force meeting has been scheduled for March 7t at 7:00 pm in Hinckley.

Forestry:

e Telker and Luedtke were not able to attend.

East Central Forest Landscape:

e  Odegard stated the meeting was on January 25% in Mora. They discussed holding a legislative days similar to
the MASWCD Legislative Days.

®  Odegard extended an invitation for people to come to our Annual Meeting at Tobies in March.

e Jodie Provost gave a presentation.



TSA III

® Odegard stated the meeting was held on January 23. Odegard is the new treasurer for the TSA. Staffing for
regular projects and flood grant projects were discussed, with the possibility of districts hiring outside
consultants to work on projects. New officers were re-elected.

RC&D Onanaegozie:

® Luedtke and Swaim were unable to attend the meeting.

® Discussion was held regarding making Swaim the primary contact, and Luedtke the alternate. Thomson will
get Carlier the information and formalize it next month

Snake River Citizen Advisory Committee:

®  Odegard stated the meeting was held on January 28 New officers were re-elected. Things are pretty quiet
right now. Commissioner Panger]l mentioned meeting every other month until things pick up, but no motion
was approved. 319 grant applications will be sent in for approval in March.

Legislative:

® Nothing this month.
Personnel:

® No meeting last month.
Policy:

® No meeting last month.
Budget:

® No meeting last month.
Trees:

® Tree orders are coming in at a nice pace.
Envirothon:

¢ Nothing new this month.
Newsletter:

¢ Thomson stated the office is full of newsletters right now.

DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST REPORT:

Salmon stated there is 2 new memorandum between state and federal agencies called the MN Agricultural Water
Quality Certification Program. They are holding some listening sessions. Poppe will try to attend, as the program
will be working with WCA a little bit. MDA, MPCA, BWSR, DNR NRCS and EPA are all involved.

NRCS will be having some soil health training sessions. Salmon will get information on this to Martin.

EQIP signup deadline is February 15%, and will probably have another signup after that.

Martin and Salmon left the meeting,.

LEGISLATIVE DAYS AT CAPITOL:
Odegard and Swaim are registered to attend. Carlier scheduled meetings with Senator Lourey and Representative

Faust.

STATE COST SHARE:
Nothing this month.

CLEAN WATER GRANT AGREEMENT:
Carlier received the formal grant agreement for the 2 Clean Water Grants we recetved. The agreement covers both

grants and totals $150,000. This does need board approval and a signature.
Motion from Odegard, seconded by Telker to approve the Clean Water Grant Agreement.
Motion carried.

AREA III DUES:
Area III dues for 2013 are due in the amount of $260. This amount has not changed for quite some time.

Motion by Telker, seconded by Luedtke to approve paying the 2013 Area I1I Dues in the amount of $260.
Motion carried



HSA CONTRIBUTION:

Thomson stated the HSA is from the employee health insurance plan that was cancelled in 2011 due to budget
cuts. Last year the board approved contributing money to the employees HSA accounts instead of raises. Since
the 2013 budget 1s already in the red, Thomson is not in favor of contributing to the accounts this year. There
may be funds later on in the year, where we may be able to do something, but at this time it does not seem like a
wise decision. General consensus is to not make contributions to the accounts at this time.

WATER PLAN TASK FORCE MEETING:
Thomson stated Carlier and Martin schedule the Annual Water Plan Task Force meeting for Thursday, March 7
at 7:00 pm at the Hinckley City Hall Community Room.

2013 NACD DUES:
2013 Dues for NACD 1s $775. We have not paid these dues the past few years. Catlier recommends not paying

them again this year.
Motion by Odegard, seconded by Swaim to not pay the 2013 NACD dues in the amount of $775.
Motion carried

MISC ITEMS:
Martin would like to attend a forestry training at the Cloquet Forestry Center on Tuesday, February 12 The cost

1s $75.00.
Motion by Swaim, seconded by Telker to approve Martin attending the forestry training at a cost of $75.00.

Motion carried
Thomson stated that there is no news yet on the Flood Relief Grants. Carlier will notify the board as soon as we

hear something on this.

NEXT MEETING DATE & TIME:
The next district board meeting will be held on Thursday, March 14, 2012 at 4:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joe Luedtke, Secretary



Pine County Probation Advisory Committee

UNAPPROVED MINUTES
l'uesday, February 26, 2013

Present: Terryl Arola, Cheryl Bjerke, Becky Foss, George Horbacz, Bill Morgan, Deputy
Ouverson, Bill Steele, Randy Tenge, Suzanne Thompson, Sarah Weikle, Lee Williams, Amanda
Wimmer

Excused: Sgt. Dan Kunz, Brent Jahnz

Call to Order 6:00 pm

1) COMMITTEE BUSINESS
e Per Diems
e Approve last minutes (with minor change see attached) MOTION Passed: Lee/Randy

2) Presentation — PlacementProgress.com
We are the fourth county to start using the web-based solution to monitor goals of
juveniles in placement. Both Health and Human Services and Probation will use it for
pre-defined cases.  The investment thus far was $ 1500 to cover set-up and training,
along with a deposit of $5,000 for the daily cost. The costis $ 1.50 per day while a
juvenile is in placement.

3) General Updates
e County Probation News — Terryl Arola
» Pre-Trial — Travis Fisher is our new Pre-Trial agent and started right
before Christmas. Moving into March and he has picked up all the pre-
trial tasks. Jeremie and Sarah have provided mentorship and training.

> Juvenile Diversion — Restorative Justice Contract — Ravi Roelfs from
Grantsburg is our new Restorative Justice Coordinator and Diversion
Contract Agent. He has attended a couple of Restorative Justice panels and
met now with a few Diversion clients. He will begin working on
recruitment for the panel members for Restorative Justice.
¢ DOC Probation news — Randy Tenge

The construction to enhance security in the Pine County offices will be finishing

up soon. Katie Couyer returns from maternity leave tomorrow so the office will

be fully staffed again.

4) 2012 Program Outcome Review
e The committee reviewed the statistical analysis of the county probation programs
in 2012. These outcomes become part of the annual Comprehensive Plan each
year.
e George Horbacz suggested that the tables all run chronologically the same
direction and that we use the positive percent of those who do not reoffend when
presenting recidivism numbers.



5)

Other

Program outcomes that standout this year:

o

Intensive DWI ISP program numbers have continued to decline. Jail
sentence law changes have reduced the annual cost savings, yet over the
period of the program the savings have been in excess of $ 422,000. The
reduction in reoffending for program participants remains impressive.
The agent is no longer handling the repeat DWI caseload alone. He also
supervises the very high risk offenders regardless of offense type.

Drug testing on pre-trial offenders continues to keep positive drug tests
down.

There are fewer offenders opting for the pre-trial alcohol monitor and
REAM grant funding. They are being advised by attorneys that the cost
for posting full bail without conditions is less than staying on monitor until
their case is resolved.

The use of juvenile GPS monitoring skyrocketed as a placement
alternative. The average days on the monitor when up. Cost savings to
the county were estimated in excess of $ 96,000.

The completion surveys of the new adult Cognitive Skills class were very
positive. The overall ratings on a scale of 1-5 with 5 being “strongly
agree” were between 4.3 and 4.8.

Local correctional fee collection went up in 2012. Contributing factors
may have been credit card collection and economy upturn.

Probation survey numbers show slight decline in adults but increase in
juvenile offenders.

Randy Tenge was recognized for the training and ongoing quality control
contributions to the county probation Cognitive Skills program. Sarah Weikle
was recognized for her initiative to get the program started and taking a lead role
in the facilitation.

Motion to Close 7:30pm MOTION passed: Bill M/Cheryl

Minutes by: Suzanne Thompson

Next Meeting

May 28" at 6pm — Pine County Courthouse



Pine County Health & Human Services Advisory Committee
Minutes
March 6, 2013

Attendance: Russ Baron, LaDonna Clepper, Sharri Johnson, Tim Schmutzer, and Janet
Schumacher

Absent: Geri Germann, Cheryl Johnson, Deedre Ludwig, Carolyn Miller, Kevin Wojahn and
Pastor Vicki VanderVegt

Excused Absence: Barb Morgan

Meeting began at 3:00 p m at the John Wright Building in Sandstone.

1.

Welcome and Introductions — Russ Baron, Interim Director introduced himself and
welcomed the committee members.

Minutes of 9/5/12 - Motion was made by LaDonna Clepper and seconded by Sharri
Johnson to approve the minutes. Motion carried.
(December 12, 2012 meeting had been cancelled)

Discussion

1. Department Update

Russ indicated that the merger with Kanabec County may not happen, however, Pine
County continues to look at ways to collaborate services with neighboring counties such
as Chisago, Kanabec, Isanti, Mille Lacs, and Carlton. Some counties have expressed an
interest in collaborating services and others are willing to take a look at it. We will look at
how we can improve services and are there additional services we could offer to our
clients, where can we save dollars, etc.

2. Update on Parent Support Outreach Program (PSOP) Grant

PSOP is an intervention, outreach, and supportive services program for families with at
least one child under age 10 who are “screened-out” from the child protection system or
are otherwise at risk. There were 42 families served last year, there have been 11 cases
since the first of the year.

3. Budget 2013

Our budget was approved in December. Tim inquired as to what projections are in the
area of grants and reimbursements. Surplus money normally goes back to schools. We
expect that next legislative session will put forward an increase in funding for chemical
health/children services.

4. Maternal, Infant & Early Childhood Home Visiting Program Grant (MIECHV)

We are collaborating in this program with Kanabec County and have received approval
to hire a Case Aide, two RN/PHNSs, and one Public Health Supervisor. To date we have
filled one RN and the Public Health Supervisor position and will request approval to
appoint the Case Aide at our next County Board meeting. These positions will be grant
funded for the first two years and then it is up to us after that. We will be keeping
statistics to show that the program is working out well. Kanabec County has staff in each
program as well.



5. Relative Search Program Grant/Lexis Nexis

If parents do not have extended families interested in caring for child placements, this
program will provide us with further family relatives that we can contact for potential
placements. This will keep the bonds going for families.

6. MN Disaster Relief Grant

We were recently awarded $40,000 in grant money for flood victims to be used for
mental health services to be available to adults and children. We will be working
together with Lakes & Pines, Riverwood Center, and TSA to provide these services.
There is another grant out there for mental health services that we are working with
Kanabec Co on in the amount of $500,000.

7. Placement Progress.com

HHS and the Probation Dept have just started using this software that tracks progress of
children in placement with their providers. It is updated regularly and will keep us
informed day to day. We are hopeful that this will show kids making progress and what
we can do to further help them with their needs. There are five providers that are
currently on board with this and we are working with another at the present time.

Staffing and & Program Updates

1. Social Service Supervisor

We are in the process of replacing George French, SSS whom recently retired. We will
begin setting up interviews soon.

2. Social Worker (CMH)

We have posted for a Social Worker position with a deadline of 3/4/13. .

Tim informed the committee of good things happening at Essential Health in Sandstone.
Essential Health is a 25-bed critical-access hospital offering many great services. Being
designated as a critical hospital allows them to receive additional funding from Medicare.
They have recently done some marketing and are looking at public health issues they could
address as well as some prevention programs, free mobile clinics in the area, etc.

Meeting adjourned at 4:10 p m.
Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, Jun 5, 2013 at 3:00 at the Public Health Building in
Sandstone.

Minutes prepared by Janet Schumacher
PHealth & Human Service Advisory Committee\Minutes\2013\March 6 min



PINE COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM
H.C. Andersen Building
6333 H.C. Andersen Alle
Askov, MN 55704
“Where the Present Meets the Past and Preserves It for the Future”

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Date 3/01/2013
Board of Pine County Commissioners

Cathy Clemmer

Pine County Board of Commissioners
635 Northridge Drive NW Ste 240
Pine City, MN 55063

Dear Pine County Commissioners Board:

The Pine County Historical Society (PCHS) respectfully thanks you for your support, for the preservation,
protection, and dissemination of your local history. We are grateful for any support we have received
from you in the past and believe this follow-up letter is of interest to every citizen in our county. We are
confident this project is very much aligned with the county's interests, goals, and responsibilities to
preserve our local history.

The Pine County Historical Museum, re-established in 2012 in the abandoned HC Andersen school
building, offers 50,000 square feet of publicly owned museum for your county. PCHS (grown from 90 to
475 members in less than a year, and consisting 100% of volunteers) has taken on the responsibility as
overseers of The Pine County Historical Museum and is serving the Pine County communities with these
services (at no cost to the residents):

e Preserving, protecting and disseminating the history of Pine County, which includes the history
of each city, township, industry, ethnicity and culture that developed our region.

e Accessioning, preserving, protecting and displaying of local historical artifacts, literature,
photographs and documents.

e Organizing a research library consisting of local historical literature, books, photos, maps, audio
recordings, school yearbooks and documents.

e Developing a website to include historical photos and information specific to every city and
township in our county. (Please submit your local history and photos to webmaster for inclusion)

It is our goal to represent every city and township in the county equally. We need your help to reach this
goal. The following items may be donated or loaned to the Pine County Historical Museum to complete
your city/township museum displays and web pages:

e Research resources for the library

e Written and oral history and historic photos to display on the website and in the museum

e Historic, military, industry, and ethnic cultural artifacts

e Historic records, documents, history and memorabilia



This county project —for which we have received support from you— will make a difference in the lives
of every current and future resident of our county in the following ways:

e Protection and display of our county’s publicly owned historical artifacts
e Preservation of our county’s heritage
e Dissemination of our local history making it accessible to the public

In our early stages, we have received local grant support, contributions, and in-kind donations of
building materials, and we currently have more than 150 volunteers from across the county, including
100% volunteer staff and board of directors. Support this year will come from:

e County, Townships, Cities

e Charitable donations from local organizations, businesses and individuals

e Membership fees (currently $10.00 per year for an individual or $20.00 per year for families)

e 150 plus volunteers which have logged over 10,355 volunteer hours of skilled labor to date
since 03/2012

The project will be supported in the future by the above and the following venues designed to help us
become sustainable:

e Profits from the museum’s in-house “The Little Mermaid Café”
e Sales and Commissions from the Museum’s Retail Shops
e Rental of Office, Banquet and Event Spaces

We invite YOU to visit YOUR county history museum and personally experience the magnitude of this
project. Pine County has a once in a lifetime chance to become the best county museum in the state,
and we are well on our way! We need your continual support to reach this goal, and participation to
help heighten awareness of the existence and location of YOUR new museum and promote
memberships. If each resident in the county retained an annual membership, the revenue generated
would help to sustain this project in the future.

We appreciate your support and participation! Come join the fun!

Sincerely, /ﬁﬂ@‘f) )Q)é/w/

Gary Koland, President

PO Box 123
c/o Pine County Historical Society

6333 HC Andersen Alle, Askov MN 55704
www.pinecountyhistorymuseum.org




PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

s

Requested Board Date:

March 19, 2013

Consent Agenda (Please Cirelej

Regular Agenda

Estimated Time: (Please Circle)
10 Min. 15 Min.

Fime needed

Auditor/Treasurer

30 Min. 45 Min. | hour

{}‘ 43 ,';’ :‘./ f ?’;*‘) -3 1 _k*
Yt | Hreens AT
Department Head Signature Date

Item for Discussion:

February 2013 Cash Balance

Board Action Requested: {Attach additional pages if needed)

Supporting Documents:  Attached  None




TREASURER'S CASH TRIAL BALANCE COMPARISON

February 1, 2012

February 1, 2013

FUND BALANCE BALANCE
1- GENERAL 254,895.93 678,952.34
12 - H&HS 1,8978,476.45 1,498,627 .66
13 - ROAD & BRIDGE 7,821,320.40 5,867,300.76
22 - LAND 990,851.61 1,517,880.47

TOTAL {incl non-major funds) $11,825,496.59

$9,904,295.65
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Receipis
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This

Month
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CATHY]J
3/12/13 12:22PM TREASURER'S CASH TRIAL BALANCE As of 02/2013 Page 3
\ Beginning Ahis - Current
Fund Balance Month Yip Balance
Bept Total . ... .. BOA18. 62 - 13247016~ 161,996.24
Fund Total .. ... 108.173.09- 364,238.90- 1,450,662.25
13 Koad & Bridge Fund
5,324 158.0
Receipts 1.435,052,36 1,448,170.28
Disbursements 279.523.43- 635 326 80~
Payroll 156,286 .62~ 301,698 65
Jourpal Entries 2,537.28~- 31.997.01
Fund Total .. ... QE6.705.03 £43.144.75 586730078
14 Ditech Maintenanes {80 Fund
11,846.10
Journal Entries Q.00 .40
Fund Total ... .. Q.00 §.40 1188280
20 Coprty-Wide Rehab (5S¢ Fand
39,.842.08
Receipts 602,51 BO3AT
Journal Entries 23.146.99~ 39.58R.48~
Fund Total .. ... 22,544 48 agegs i1~ 85677
21 R0 MHz Project Fund
36,241 .83~
Dishursements 0.00 715,8745.20-
Fund Total .. ... Q00 7587520~ 112, 117.03~
22 Land Management Fund
1,474,268.53
Receipts AQ023.60 140,726.29
Disbursements 38579~ 0,615.25-
Payroll 695207 23,499,170~

Copyright 2010 Integrated Financial Systems
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3/12/13 12:22PM TREASURER'S CASH TRIAL BALANCE Asof 0272013
Beginning This . Current
Fund Balance Month YID Balance
Journal Entries Q.00 B5,000.00-
Fand Total .. ... 3268574 4361184 1,517 88047
24 Ambulance {51 Fund
0.00
Fund Total .. ... 0.00 0.00 .00
24 Children's Collab (H&HS) Agency Fuad 440 Chitdrens Collaborative tH&Hs)
33,924,786
Receipts 4R 27500 48,275.00
Dishursements 15,500.00 - 47.778.33~
Journal Entries 1.84 13.68
DeptTotal...... 32,776.84 510.2% 34,4350
Fund Total . .... 3211684 510.2% 34.435M
32 Feawe Bond Guarantee {Ds)
0.00
Fund Total .. ... .00 D00 000
33 202 Cap-Fquip Bond (D8 Fund
0.00
Fund Total .. ... 000 0.00 0.00
35 2004 Street Reconstruct Bond Fund
§1,884.57
Jowrnal Entries 0.00 1.551.23
Fund Totwal ... .. ¢.00 1.551.23 £3.435.80
iz County Ratlroad Authority
5,606,776~
Dishursements .00 6,250.00-

Copyright 2010 Integrated Financial Systems
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CATHY]
3712413 12:22PM TREASURER'S CASH TRIAL BALANCE
Beginning 1his .
Fund Balance Month YiD
Journal Entries 0.00 £40.11
Fund Total . .. .. Q.00 560989
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165,177.85
Fund Total .. ... 0o .00
39 JO05A G0, Jail Bonds
B40,813.35
Disbursements 0.00 #85,930.63~
Journal Entries 0.00 31.887.54
Fund Total ... .. 0.00 85404309~
40 2012 6.0, Courthouse Bonds
0,00
Disbursements .00 639,000,040
Fund Total .. ... 0.00 639,000.00-
41 2005 Hra Bonds
627,689 37
Journal Entries a.00 24,8941 24
Fund Total .. ... Q.00 2494129
76 Croup Health Ing Pond 571795 (Gem
474,292.53~
Receipts 232025687 46715637
Pisbursements 224 892,02~ 615 5RO.47 -
Journal Entries 8,323.48 1408276
Fund Total . .... 15457.13 134,331.34~
80 Connty Collections Agency Fand
23,908.69

Copyright 2010 Integrated Financial Systems

As of 02/2013 Page 5

Current
Balance

11,216.65-

165177.85

1342974~

639.000.00-

6H2.630.66

GOBB2I BT~
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3/12/13 12:22PM

Beginning

Fund Balance

Receipts

Disbursements

Journal Entries
Fund Total ... ..

8 Taxes And Penalties Agency Fund
459,721,549
Receipts
[Msbursements
Journal Entries
Fund Total .. ...

B4 East Central Drag Task Foree Agency Fay
32,287.717
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Disbursements
Fund Total . .. ..

]9 H & Hs Collections Ageney Fand
4,388 80
Receipts
Disbursements
Journal Extries
DeptTotal ......

Fund Total .....

Al Funds ... 13.375.860.67
Receipts

Disbursements

8518

Pavrol]

Journal Entries

Total .

fededdek HUE@ n Gﬂsq fefeddek
TREASURER'S CASH TRIAL BALANCE
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lonth Yin
397,936.94 463 446,15
7.343.50- B2.427 .31~
Q.00 1.874.44
380,593.44 I8Z B3 2R
177,982 52 areros
2.618.68~ 519,183 58~
0.00 417,698 85~
178368584 5684.911.52~
18,210.91 19.210.91
19,643,689~ 2214359~
432,68~ 283268~
801 Non-Uepartmental
T0.127.73 20010887
1.046.00~ 742675~
549, 180,03~ 183,540,582~
990170 1,141 .80
990170 11,14 1.60
3.200.578.03 4,362,962.57
1,207,899 34~ 4,947 573,30~
235 895 43~ 417.395.75~
1.203,281.32- 2.429.929.58-
2317554~ 39.628.96~
K30,326.40 3ATLERH02-

Copyright 2010 Integrated Financial Systems

Asof 0272013

Current
Balance

406,802 97

39481007

2935509

14.530.40

14,530,400

9,904,295 65




PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

Requested Board Date: e f’c;n:‘;cm Agenda (Please Cirele)
March 19, 2013 Regular Agenda

Estimated Time: (Please Circle)
10 Min. 15 Min.

Teme necded

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

({17 7} s
S A B DS A g R
Auditor/Treasurer LA T Ly R o Pl el D
Department Head Signature Date

ftem for Discussion:

Applications for Abatement:
Frandsen Bank & Trust, 135 5% St SE, Pine City, PID 42.5046.001, pay 2012
M & M Ventures LLC, 1120 Holstein Dr NE, Pine City, PID 42.0044.001, pay 2012

Board Action Requested: (Attach additional pages if needed)

Supporting Documents:  Attached  None




P

Commissicner of Reverue Abatement Form & (Rev 5/40)

APPLICATION FOR ABATEMENT - GENERAL FORM
(M.S. 375.192)

AbatementGeneral-No LMV Pine County

DATE: ’”'T};’ ”;t,f; ) For Taxes Levied In: _=/" /]
And Payable In: 500/
Abhatement # 4&&; " fw*é o Dl
Please Print Or Type
i,ﬂ.p,;ziioants Name: Fard sty J{ig”;z”i ¥y 4 Tr/et Applicants Mailing Address:
Applicant’s SSN: o Dy By S0
‘Telephone (Home): e h-HA2-21 pné i i SSie?
Telephone (Work): (pHonELd ) -
Description Of Property: P'z:zperty 1@ or Parcel Number: i =i (2. 00
Street Address: e Gty g4 SE— Pigfk Gy
Township/City: Vinf Lok
School District: L%
Legal Description: ) -
toad B’ Lot 3 BIOCKS  TOwNSi4€ ot pint Gy
ASSESSOR'S ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE:
Structures: 522‘;{5&:&; Total: J& ’ﬁf Classtication: 2 32-0~( 4
Applicants Statement of Facts:
" i ek -l w -
E: }i f zjui’f“ &“V?“%&)vfw “ﬁ”’;ff vl
Applicants Reguest.
QAo YO Sh 9;3 lodédd yalut
i F
Applicant's Signature: ;/f M‘ *
=T N\ Admoistiobaé
ﬂf‘l}j”’ Lf%ﬁ*’fﬁ__}fm
NOTE: Minnesota Statutes 1988, Section 608.41, "“Whoever, in making any statement, oral or wrilten, which 18
required or authorized by law to be made as a basis of imposing, reducing, or abating any tax of assessmernt,
intentionally makes any statement as 1o any material matter which the maker of the statement knows is false
may be sentenced, uniess otherwl ise provided by law, W Imprl isonment for not more than one year o 1o
payment of a fine of not more than $3.000, or both”



Commissioner of Revenue Abatement Form 4 {Rev 5/80)

APPLICATION FOR ABATEMENT - GENERAL FORM
{M.S. 375.182)

3'9 1 A . %
DATE: ”“3 f %-»4 7 For Taxes Levied In: /0 /.

And Payable In: 2717

e Rt

Abatement # / Al
| Please Print Or Type

Applicants Name: md 1 VErwes 200 Anplicants Mailing Address:
‘Applicant's SSN: niloe 120 Holedtn Dr NG
Telephone {Home): Gy ~$ A2 (O e iug s ESE2,
Telephone {Work): — ton &
Description Of Property: Property ID or Parcel Numaer pfn? { f it 0
Street Address: al 5%*!”4«%? Dr nE ~ PG
Township/City: Mu% "o ;
Schoo! District: ks

Legal Description

Phit N o JE / ?‘* Stedon Qg TN 26 (onat -\
) ,< “
ASSESSOR'S ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE: [ 467 15V (pettinénd)

} C assification: @’}w?v;ﬂ‘f w%;

f.
szzw"'

— % Fad
Land: ”L{?I@Q»aiﬁ&} Structures: | L4370

Applicants Statement of Facts:
te by A .'"w'é A AR L W Y 1587 e
Jalug LoeS ggg’% KX o (oloNg MO ri

St

Applicants Request:

Hﬂﬁ Ut VA& Ut O CTEnt f?»f;‘i"‘%i?%‘é‘&%igjﬁﬁ‘?,

Applicant's Signature: }/
?ﬁf?‘hﬁﬁfz’éiﬁ'ff#‘ﬁ” s s iy

NOTE: Minnesota Statutes 1988, Section 608.41, "Whoever, in making any statemnent, oral or written, which is
required or authorized by law to be made as a hasis of imposing, reducing, or abating any tax or gzsessment,
intentionally makes any statement as to any material matter which the maker of the statement knows is false
may be sentenced, uniess otherwise provic ied by law, to imprisonment for not more than one year of to
payment of a fine of not more than §3,000, or both.”

AhatementGeneral-No LMY Pine County



PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

Requested Board Date: Consent Agenda (Please choose)

March 13, 2013 Regular Agenda
Estimated Time: (Please Circle)

10 Min. 15 Min.

Time needed

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

Department requesting action: %
e 3-13-2013

Sheriff Department Head Signature Date

Item for Discussion: (one form per item)
The Pine County Sheriff’s Office K-9 division received a donation of $500.00 from the Pine Area Lions

Club. These funds will be used to help offset the expense of the canine program.

This donation will be placed in 2013 donations.

Board Action Requested: (Attach additional pages if needed)

Request the Pine County Board of Commissioners approve and except this donation.

Supporting Documents: ~ Attached ~ None




PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

Requested Board Date: Consent Agenda (Please choose)

March 19, 2013 Regular Agenda
Estimated Time: (Please Circle)

5 10 Min. 15 Min.

Time needed

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

Department requesting action: A v:/ )
WZH oAt ‘ _5 - 57 ~/. 5

Sheriff / Jail Départment Head Signature Date

Item for Discussion: (one form per item)

Acknowledge the promotion of Recreation Director Rodney Williamson to Jail Sergeant
effective 03-24-2013. Classification change to B-31, starting wage $22.63

Rodney Williamson’s promotion fills the vacancy created by Sergeant Decker’s resignation.
Filling the vacant Sergeant position was approved during the September 13, 2012 Personnel meeting
and approved at the November 20, 2012 Board meeting.

It was discussed that this promotion would then create a vacancy in the fulltime ranks which would be
filled by promoting from the part time ranks. Ultimately creating a vacancy in the part time ranks.

Board Action Requested: (Attach additional pages if needed)

Supporting Documents:  Attached @_')




PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

Requested Board Date:

March 19, 2013

FConsent Agenda] {Please Circle)

Regular Agenda
Estimated Time: (Please Circle)

10 Min. 15 Min,
Time needed

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

HHS

Department Requesting Action:

Yﬁ;{(/fﬁéﬁ’tv 3/1213

Department Head Signature Date

$13.70/hr - B22, Step 1.

funded; 2 V2 year grant).

Approval

Item for Discussion: (one form per item)

Request approval to appoint Stephanie Kiemz, Case Aide effective April 1, 2013 at

(Approval was received at Personnel Committee for two RNs, 1 PH Supervisor, 1 Case Aide
position with the MIECHV (Maternal Infant & Early Childhood Home Visiting Program) grant ~
the positions were then approved at HHS Board - this is the Case Aide position. 50% grant

Board Action Requested: (Attach additional pages if needed)

Supporting Documents: Attached




PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

Requested Board Date: iConsent Agendgl (Please Circle)

March 19, 2013 Regular Agenda
Estimated Time: (Please Circle)
10 Min. 15 Min.

Time needed

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

Department Requesting Action:

Administration ;{/Q ﬁm )7—[ Y3

Department Heéad Signature Date

Approve Hiring Human Resources and Payroll Specialist

On March 4”‘, 2013, interviews were conducted with five candidates for the Human
Resources and Payroll Specialist. The interview panel consisted of Commissioner
Rossow, Administrator Minke, and Assessor Schroeder.

The top candidate was Matthew Christenson. He is the husband of Stacy Rodd, a
Pine County Social Worker. Reference checks and education verification have been
completed, and the background check is in progress. This is an at will, FLSA exempt,
non-union position.

Board Action Requested: (Attach additional pages if needed)

Approve the hiring of Matt Christenson, Human Resources and Payroll Specialist
(B31), at an annual salary of $40,000, contingent upon a successful back ground
investigation effective on or about April 2, 2013

Supporting Documents: ~ Attached None




PINE COUNTY PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Minutes
March 12,2013

9:00 a.m. — Administrator’s Conference Room, Pine County Courthouse, Pine
City, Minnesota

Members: Commissioner Chaffee
Commissioner Rossow
County Administrator David Minke, Office Manager Ilene Haavisto,
Administrative Assistant Debbie Gray, Auditor-Treasurer Cathy
Clemmer, Sheriff Robin Cole, Chief Deputy Steven Blackwell, Health
& Human Services Interim Director Russ Baron were also present.

1. Commissioner Chaffee called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.

[\

. The agenda was approved.
3. The Minutes of the February 12, 2013 Personnel Meeting were approved.

4. Sheriff Office Vacancies

Sheriff Robin Cole provided an overview of his current department staffing,

service call demands, and personnel budget to-date. Cole indicated that he

has been scheduling his two part-time deputies full-time hours. A discussion
was held regarding the overall Pine County Sheriff’s Office budget

(including Public Safety) and the deputies’ contract currently in arbitration.

The committee accepts the resignation of Deputy Bertelson effective
March 8, 2013.

The committee recommends the transfer of Investigator Sjodahl from
temporary to permanent investigator status. This position was in
the budget.

The committee did not recommend approval of the remainder of Sheriff
Cole’s requests; however indicated that upon the resolution of the
deputy contract, currently going to arbitration, these items could
again be brought before the committee.

5. Health & Human Services
Health & Human Services Supervisor Russ Baron reported the retirement of
RN Dixie Koch effective April 23, 2013. Baron is requesting that the filling
of this position be delayed as current HHS part-time employee LPN Deb

W
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Lowe is currently in the process of earning her RN licensure (anticipated in
June, 2013). Baron would then request Deb Lowe fill the RN position upon
approval by the county board.

The committee accepts the resignation of RN Dixie Koch effective April
23,2013 and recommends approval of the request.

6. Health & Human Services Director
Administrator Minke recommended the appointment of Health & Human
Supervisor Russ Baron as the Interim Director of Health and Human
Services at an annual salary of $68,403, effective February 20, 2013. The
period of appointment is indefinite at the discretion of the county board; and
during the period of appointment, Baron will serve as a non-union employee
and be eligible for PTO accrual rather than sick and vacation. The Auditor-
Treasurer’s Office will provide assistance to HHS if requested by Baron.
The committee recommends approval of the request.

7. Organizational Structure
Administrator Minke provided an organizational chart as to the current
structure of the departments within Pine County. Discussion was held
regarding both the functional and structural changes to improve better
customer experience and better align department heads and supervisors.
Goals:
1. Lines of authority and communication
2. Customer service orientation
3. Reasonable span of control (department head supervising two
people who supervise others)
Departmental realignments were discussed.

8. Other
The administrator provided an update regarding the hiring of Matthew
Christenson as Human Resources and Payroll Specialist (B31) at an annual
salary of $40,000; contingent on his passing a background check. This
approval will be placed on the March 19, 2013 county board agenda.

9. The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

W
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PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

Requested Board Date: Consent Agenda (Please Circle)

March 19", 2013 Regular Agenda
Estimated Time: (Please Circle)
10 Min. 15 Min.

Time needed

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

Requested changes have been executed in the Community Wildfire Protection Plan. This plan will help
with wildland fire mitigation efforts for Pine County.

Board Action Requested:

[ respectfully ask the County Board to accept and sign the Community Wildfire Protection Plan.

C@NAM

Supporting Documents: o None




Community Wildfire Protection Plan changes on March 8, 2013

After meeting with Administrator Minke and taking Former Land and Zoning
Administrator Kurt Schneider’s comments into consideration, the following changes
have been made to the CWPP.

1.

© @ N

The signature page was changed to reflect pertinent immediate authorities to the
plan. (Page 2)

The Pine County Land and Zoning department name was removed. (Pages 6,52, 53
and 73)

Removed verbiage that the plan will be placed on the county website. County’s best
security interest at hand to not post semi-secure documents to general public. (Page
53)

Land Use goals were removed and replaced with verbiage that Pine County does not
have county wide zoning. (pages 57)

“Access management” verbiage was deleted from Transportation goals. 3., E., F.,
(Page 57)

“All” was replaced by “varied” from Recreational goals, 4., E., (Page 58)

County Recreational and Cultural goals were deleted, A, B.(Page 58)

Environmental goals were removed. A. (Page 58)

The Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan Coordinating Groups
positions remained, but specific names were removed. (Page 73)
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I. Introduction: Pine County Wildland Urban Interface Areas

The “Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan” (CWPP) has two objectives.
First, it identifies and prioritizes wildland/urban interface areas within Pine County (including
State, County, federal and nonfederal lands) for hazardous fuels reduction treatments and
recommends methods for achieving hazardous fuels reductions. Second, the plan outlines
measures for reducing fire danger to structures throughout Pine County at-risk communities.
The objectives for the aforementioned vegetative and structural treatments are broadly addressed
within each wildland urban interface (WUI) community. Every WUI area will be addressed in
depth as the coordination group works with WUI communities, their residents and other partners
in plan implementation.

Because people and natural elements interact in the wildland/urban interface, expanding
development and recreational use creates an increasingly complex landscape in Pine County.
The term wildland/urban interface is defined as any area where wildland fuels (trees, brush and
vegetative materials) threaten to ignite combustible homes and structures. With increasing WUI
development, comes problems specific to these natural areas, such as the threat of catastrophic
wildfire.

As fire history shows, large wildfires are not uncommon in Pine County. The threat to
life and property, asset loss, and the cost of fighting fires are continuously escalating. As
wildfires affect more people, active public involvement becomes integral to the success of any
wildfire management initiative. By being proactive, Pine County communities can work
together to combat the wildland fire issue. It is impossible to stop all wildfire ignitions from
occurring, but appropriate mitigation measures can make a difference. Planning, mitigating,
responding, and recovering from the impact of wildfire is everybody’s responsibility.

The Pine County CWPP is a community based plan and was developed collaboratively
amongst individuals, the local communities, tribal government, local volunteer fire departments,
the sheriff’s office, businesses and land management agencies working together to achieve a
common goal.

This guide is not a legal document, although recommendations contained here carefully
conform to both the spirit and the letter of the Healthy Forest Restoration Act. The goal of the
Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) is to reduce wildland fire risk to emergency responders,
communities, and important landscapes while keeping with the overall goal of improved forest
health on a landscape scale. Implementation of all fuels reduction and hazard mitigation projects
developed through this plan will follow County, State, and Federal land management plans,
policies and procedures.

Completion of a CWPP helps communities tap into national funding resources such as
The National Fire Plan, which annually provides millions of dollars to help states and
communities with community fire planning, hazardous fuel reduction, and wildfire prevention
across the nation. It also earns communities priority for funding of hazardous fuels reduction
projects carried out under the auspices of the Healthy Forest Restoration act of 2003. A county



or community at risk must prepare a Community Wildfire Protection Plan if it is to take full
advantage of these new opportunities within the Healthy Forest Restoration Act.

The Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan defines the steps and
recommendations developed by a core planning committee, and the final recommendations as
edited, reviewed and prioritized by the local community. This plan is a working document, and
will be enhanced collaboratively by the 11 local Wildland/Urban Interface communities, which it
serves. The coordination group (which is responsible for plan implementation) will actively seek
community input to help develop localized hazard reduction and mitigation projects.

Community members wishing to provide written comment to the implementation of this plan
should contact the Pine County Sheriff/Emergency Manager at 320-629-8380.

This plan will be implemented through the guidance of the Pine County CWPP
Coordination group composed of a Pine County Sheriff/ Director of Emergency Management
Representative, a Mille Lacs Band Representative and Department of Natural Resources
Representative. Adjunct coordination group members may also include: a Fire Chief from the
specific WUI being addressed, a “Firewise” representative, local affected property owners and
other technical specialist representatives as deemed necessary.

The specified requirements for a Community Wildfire Protection Plan as listed in the Healthy
Forest Restoration Act include the following objectives:

1. It must be developed collaboratively:
Local and State government representatives must collaboratively develop the plan, and
must consult with federal agencies and other interested parties.

2. It must set priorities to reduce fuels:
The plan must identify and prioritize areas for treatments that will reduce hazardous
fuels. It must also recommend treatment types and methods that will protect one or more
at risk communities and essential infrastructure.

3. It must recommend treatment measures to reduce structural ignitability:
The Plan must recommend measures that homeowners and communities can take to
reduce the ignitability of structures throughout the area addressed by the plan.

The Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan also addresses:
e [ssues and elements involved in developing the plan
e Elements discussed in assessing community risks and priorities
¢ Development of fuels reduction and mitigation plans to address community risks

This plan is based on local needs of 11 WUI areas. These eleven areas were collaboratively
defined by Pine County based communities with support from land management agencies.

This county wide plan addresses issues such as fire response, community preparedness,
and structure and infrastructure protection along with mitigation measures for potential wildland
fire fuel hazards. On the broad scale, the need for safety and notification of fire or other
emergencies is critical for the entire county, both for the residents and those who are traveling
through the county to other destinations. Education and awareness of the fire potential due to the




increased fuel loading (particularly on the east side of the county) must be addressed. The
localized priorities for the county are fuels mitigation through fuels reduction, ingress/egress in
particular areas and completion of Level 2 assessments where dramatic changes have occurred
since the initial assessments completed through 2008. Finally, the plan will address fire
department priorities for equipment, infrastructure, and evacuation planning. In development of
the Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan communities discussed, and refined
priorities for protecting life, property, and critical infrastructure within their County.

Three focus areas surfaced from the eleven WUI communities. These three WUI focus
areas will become priorities as the coordination group works toward plan implementation. The
focus areas are: Duxbury/Danbury/Mille Lacs band Area, Hinckley Area, Willow River Area.

Development of this plan has been a valuable process. County communities and
stakeholders worked together discussing and defining issues with community leaders, members
and local land management agencies. These discussions have led to the completion of this
Community Wildfire Protection Plan, which lists common goals, and fire management options
for Pine County communities and their surrounding ecosystems.

II. ROLES AND ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PINE COUNTY COMMUNITY
WILDFIRE PROTECTION PLAN:

State Foresters:
The HFRA (Healthy Forest Restoration Act) gives State Foresters a unique and critical
role by designating them as one of the three entities, along with local government and the
local fire authority, who must agree on the final contents of the Pine County Community
Wildfire Protection Plan.

To provide statewide leadership in encouraging local, state, federal, and non-
governmental stakeholders in development of the Pine County Community Wildfire
Protection Plan and facilitate the participation of state personnel in the development
process. Through established relationships with Pine County city and county officials,
tribal government, local fire chiefs, state and national fire organizations, federal land
management agencies, private homeowners, and community groups:

e Assist in bringing together diverse community partners

e Initiate the planning dialogue, if necessary

e Facilitate the implementation of priority actions across ownership boundaries

Bring specialized natural resource knowledge and technical expertise into the planning
process.
e Provide statewide leadership in developing and maintaining a list, or map, of
communities at risk within the state and work with partners to establish priorities
for action



e  When allocating federal grant funds (such as the mitigation portion of State Fire
Assistance) for projects on nonfederal lands, to the maximum extent possible give
priority to communities that have adopted a Community Wildfire Protection Plan.

USDA FS Regional Foresters, BLM State Directors, and Regional Directors of the US Fish
& Wildlife Service and National Park Service:

Provide federal leadership in encouraging Pine County to develop a Community Wildfire
Protection Plan.

e Convey the importance of Community Wildfire Protection Plans to federal line
officers and encourage their active participation in their development and
implementation

¢ In planning fuel reduction projects on federal land:

o Ensure full collaboration with local communities, state agencies, and all
interested parties

o Give priority to projects that provide for the protection of at-risk-
communities or watersheds, or that implement recommendations in a
Community Wildfire Protection Plan

¢ Bring specialized natural resource knowledge and technical expertise into the
planning process, particularly in the areas of GIS and mapping, vegetation
management, assessment of values and risks and funding strategies

e Assist the community in identifying and prioritizing areas for hazardous fuel
reduction treatments on federal lands, and in determining the types and methods
of treatment that, if completed, would reduce the risk to the community. Provide
funding priority to projects and activities identified in a “Community Wildfire
Protection Plan”

e Promote economic opportunities in rural communities where possible

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Regional Foresters:

e Encourage Tribes to develop and implement, as appropriate, Community Wildfire
Protection Plans (often referred to as wildland fire prevention plans) for
landscapes at high-risk to wildland fire

e Collaborate with Tribes to plan and implement WUI and/or HFRA treatments that
meet tribal goals

e Facilitate coordination with local communities and state and other federal
agencies with land adjacent to reservation/tribal boundaries

e Communicate the unique role of tribal governments to partners involved in
developing Community Wildfire Protection Plans and assist with appropriate
incorporation of tribal participants and interests in the resulting documents

County and City Government Officials:
The HFRA gives local government officials a unique and critical role by designating
them as one of the three entities, along with state land management agencies and the local

fire authority, which must agree on the final contents of a Community Wildfire Protection
Plan.



Convene the core decision-making team that will be responsible for either developing the
plan, or guiding its development. Engage local community leaders and stakeholders in the
planning process.
e Along with local fire chiefs, provide local leadership in assessing community fire
protection needs and determining the complexity of planning necessary
Enlist state and federal agency assistance and support for the planning effort
Ensure that the Community Wildfire Protection Plan is collaboratively developed.
Local officials must meaningfully involve state government representatives,
federal agencies that manage land in the vicinity of the community, and other
interested parties
¢ In conjunction with local fire chiefs, clearly communicate to home and business
owners their responsibility to reduce the ignitability of their homes and other
structures, and to create defensible space around them

Local Fire Chiefs:

The HFRA gives local fire chiefs a unique and critical role by designating them as one of
the three entities, along with local government and the state forestry agencies, which
must agree on the final contents of a CWPP. As trusted community members and
leaders, take the lead in encouraging diverse local understanding of and support for the
development of a CWPP, in organizing the planning process, and in ensuring meaningful
participation from other community leaders and diverse stakeholders.

Use local fire protection expertise to lead the assessment of community fire protection
needs and to determine the necessary complexity of fire preparedness and response
planning. In conjunction with local government officials, clearly communicate to home
and business owners their responsibility to reduce the ignitability of their homes, other
structures, and to create defensible space around them. Consider using The “Leaders
Guide for developing a Community Wildfire Protection Plan”, developed by the
International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), to guide the process.

III. Fire Policies and Programs:

The State of Minnesota’s Department of Natural Resources is governed by State Statues
that provide fire protection direction; followed by Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
internal policies.

Various local, state and federal programs and policies relate to fire protection and
community fire planning. The Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003 calls for the development
of Community Wildfire Protection Plans. This section describes requirements, as well as related
county, state and federal programs.

1. Healthy Forest Initiative
The Federal Healthy Forest Initiative of August 2003 was the impetus for:
e Streamlining the administrative review process for NEPA
e Creating new regulations under the Endangered Species Act for National Fire Plan
projects to streamline consultation with federal regulatory agencies



e [t set the stage for discussion between the administration and Congress resulting in
new legislation addressing forest health

e Establishing new procedures provided for under the National Environmental Policy
Act to allow priority fuel treatment (thinning and prescribed fire) and forest
restoration (reseeding and planting) projects, identified through collaboration with
state, local and tribal governments and interested persons, to proceed quickly without
the need for lengthy environmental documentation

e Improving the agencies’ administrative appeal rules to expedite appeals of forest
health projects and encourage early and more meaningful public participation

e Providing guidance to Federal agencies to make consultations under the Endangered
Species Act timelier while emphasizing long-term benefits to threatened and
endangered species, and proposing new regulations under the Endangered Species
Act (Section 7) to expedite consultation for forest health projects that are unlikely to
harm threatened or endangered species or their habitat

e Providing guidance from the Council on Environmental Quality to improve
environmental assessments for priority forest health projects by preparing
assessments for fifteen pilot fuels treatment projects

The Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003 contains a variety of provisions to expedite
hazardous-fuel reduction, and forest-restoration projects on specific types of Federal land that are
at risk of wildland fire or insect and disease epidemics. The act helps rural communities, States,
Tribes, and landowners restore healthy forest and rangeland conditions on State, Tribal, and
private lands.

2. Stewardship Contracting (Expanded in 2003)

On the legislative front, in 2003, Congress enacted legislation expanding 1999
stewardship contracting authority, allowing Federal agencies to enter into long-term (10 years)
contracts with small businesses, communities and nonprofits to reduce wildfire risk and improve
forest health. Stewardship contracts emphasize the vital role of local residents, though strong
partnerships with federal land managers in formulating the goals of forest stewardship while
accomplishing the necessary work. Stewardship contracts focus on desirable end results on the
ground that improve forest health and provide benefits to communities. Part of the President’s
Healthy Forests Initiative, stewardship contracting will improve the health of the land, ensure
thriving landscapes and contribute to the development of dynamic economies by assisting land
managers to enhance and restore forest and rangeland health while strengthening the role of
communities and others who contribute to such efforts.

The expanded 2003 stewardship contracting, which Congress approved will help
agencies achieve key land-management goals are:
Improve, maintain, and restore forest and rangeland health;
e Restore and maintain water quality
e Improve fish and wildlife habitat
* Re-establish native plant species and increase their resilience to insects, disease
and other natural disturbance
* Reduce hazardous fuels posing risks to communities and ecosystem values
through an open, collaborative process
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Stewardship contracts allow private companies, communities and others to retain forest
and rangeland products in exchange for the service of thinning trees and brush and removing
dead wood. Long-term contracts (up to 10 years) foster a public/private partnership to restore
forest and rangeland health by giving those who undertake the contract the ability to invest in
equipment and infrastructure. This equipment and infrastructure are needed to productively use
material generated from forest thinning, such as brush and other woody biomass, to make wood
products or to produce biomass energy, at savings to taxpayers.

3. Hazardous Fuels Reduction Act (2003)

Act Key provision:

e Provide tools and additional authorities to treat acres quickly in order to expedite
restoration goals. Strengthen public participation and provided incentives for local
communities to develop community protection plans

e Limit environmental analyses complexity for hazard reduction projects

e Provide a more effective appeal process

e Instructs the Courts when considering legal challenges to halt projects, to balance
the short-term effects of implementing the projects against the harm from undue
delay and long-term benefits of a restored forest
Encourages biomass removal from public and private lands
Provides technical, educational, and financial assistance to improve water quality
and address watershed issues on non-Federal lands
Authorizes large-scale silvicultural research

e Authorizes acquisition of Healthy Forest Reserves on private land to promote
recovery of threatened and endangered species, and improve biodiversity and
carbon sequestration

e Directs the establishment of monitoring and early warning systems for insect or
disease out breaks

4. National Fire Plan (2001)

The National Fire Plan implementation began in FY 2001. The plan is multi-faceted
strategy designed to manage the impacts of wildland fire to communities and ecosystems, and to
reduce wild-fire risk. It encompasses the Departments of Agriculture (Forest Service) and
Interior (National Park Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Bureau of Land
Management). Accountability and collaboration at the local level are stressed. The strategy
focuses on five areas:

e Improving fire preparedness
Restoring and rehabilitating burned areas
Reducing hazardous fuels
Assisting communities
Research needs

5. 10-Year Comprehensive Strategy (2001)

This is a coordinated ten-year strategy to comprehensively manage wildfire, hazardous
fuels, and ecosystem restoration. The implementation plan was developed in 2002. It was
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developed in collaboration with governors and in consultation with a broad range of
stakeholders. The scope includes federal, adjacent state, tribal, and private lands. The primary
goals are:

Improve prevention and suppression

Reduce hazardous fuels

Restore fire-adapted ecosystems

Promote community assistance

Collaboration, priority setting, and accountability

6. Federal Emergency Management Agency Disaster Mitigation Act (2000)

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) lists requirements under Title 44 CFR
Part 201 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000. This legislation specifies criteria for state and
local hazard mitigation planning which require local and Indian tribal governments applying for
Pre-Disaster Mitigation funds to have an approved local mitigation plan. These may include
county wide or multi-jurisdictional plans as long as all jurisdictions adopt the plan. Activities
eligible for funding include management costs, information dissemination, and planning,
technical assistance and mitigation projects.

FEMA Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Program Establishes a National Pre-Disaster
Mitigation Fund for a 3-year period Governors may recommend 5 or more local communities
annually for assistance

e Funds are provided for technical assistance to communities
e “Small impoverished communities” may receive increased federal shares

* Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to establish an interagency
task force to coordinate Federal pre-disaster mitigation

FEMA Mitigation Planning

* Requires local and Tribal governments to develop and submit mitigation plans

* Allows 7% of Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funds for planning
purposes

* Increases HMGP from 15% to 20% for states meeting enhanced planning criteria.

IV. Background and History of Fire and Fire Risks in Pine County
1. History of Fire Occurrence/Community Impacts

The Great Hinckley Fire was a major conflagration on September 1, 1894, which burned
an area of at least 200,000 acres. The towns of Hinckley, Mission Creek, Brook Park and
Sandstone were completely destroyed, killing an estimated 418 people. Some scholars believe

the actual figure to be nearly 800. If so, this was the deadliest fire in the history of Minnesota.

The fire was the result of a two-month drought, combined with high temperatures.
Several small fires started in the pine forests south of what is now Brook Park. The fires' rapid
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spread was due to the then-common method of lumber harvesting, in which trees were stripped
of their branches, littering the ground with flammable debris. Also contributing was a
temperature inversion that trapped the hot gases from the fires close to the ground.

The scattered blazes united into a firestorm. The temperature rose to at least 2,000 °F,
barrels of nails melted together, and wheels of train cars fused with the rails. Some residents
were able to escape by climbing into wells, or by reaching ponds or the Grindstone River.
Others clambered aboard two crowded trains that were able to leave the threatened town. James
Root, an engineer on a train heading south from Duluth, rescued nearly 300 people by backing
up a train nearly five miles to Skunk Lake, where the passengers were able to escape the fire.

According to the Hinckley Fire Museum:

"Because of the dryness of the summer, fires were common in the woods, along railroad
tracks and in logging camps where loggers would set fire to their slash to clean up the
area before moving on. Some loggers, of course left their debris behind, giving any fire
more fuel on which to grow. Saturday, September 1st, 1894 began as another
oppressively hot day with fires surrounding the towns and two major fires that were
burning about five miles (8 km) to the south. To add to the problem, the temperature
inversion that day added to the heat, smoke and gases being held down by the huge layer
of cool air above. The two fires managed to join together to make one large fire with
flames that licked through the inversion finding the cool air above. That air came rushing
down into the fires to create a vortex or tornado of flames, which began to move quickly
and grew larger turning into a fierce firestorm. The fire first destroyed the towns of
Mission Creek and Brook Park before coming into the town of Hinckley. When it was
over the Firestorm had completely destroyed six towns, and over 400 square miles lay
black and smoldering. The firestorm was so devastating that it lasted only four hours but
destroyed everything in its path."

Recent fire history indicates the potential for large fire still exists in Pine County. Pine
County has experienced several project fires over the past 20 years. The St. Croix Fire, Willow
River Fire, Doctor B Fire, the April Fool’s Day Complex and the 107 Railroad Complex have all
been notable in this regards.

The main causes of wildfires in Pine County are debris burning, which accounts for 38%
of total fires in recent history, incendiary or arson is the cause for 21% and equipment use
accounts for 14% of all wildfires. In 2008, Pine County was added to the DNR’s electronic
Burning Permit System in addition to the use of local Fire Wardens. This internet based systems
provides increased flexibility in monitoring permitted fires such as not allowing activations on
high fire danger days. But the majority of wildfires in Pine County are not started from
permitted, legal fires.
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Cause Count | Percent
Campfire 79 3%
Children 38 1%
Debris 971 38%
Equipment 363 14%
Incendiary/Arson 540 21%
Lightning 38 1%
Miscellaneous 227 9%
Railroad 190 7%
Smoking 106 4%
2552 100%

History of Fire Occurrence
79 4% 3% 2%

2%

B Campfire @ Children @ Debris
@ Equipment B Incendiary/Arson B Lightning
@ Miscellaneous Railroad Smoking

At the time this plan was written, Pine County had two major strikes against it regarding
its wildfire danger. First, in July of 2011 a major windstorm swept across eastern Pine County
and two joining counties in Wisconsin. This storm impacted 200,000 acres of woodland within
Pine County, including a large amount of acreage within the Saint Croix State Forest and State
Park. All of the townships located on the east side of Pine County were impacted by this storm,
which downed millions of trees. The other condition resulting in an elevated wildfire danger is
the fall following the wind events was the third driest on record.

The resulting conditions within the current blowdown area exceed the timber fuel loading
of 1894. Several small fires during the fall of 2011 gave responders a glimpse at anticipated
firefighting conditions for the next 3-5 years. The severe drought and increased fuel loading
allowed these fires, which are normally extinguished during an initial attack, grew into extended
attack fires requiring several days to control and mop up. It is evident that practiced firefighting
tactics will have to be modified to meet these new challenges.
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In responding to this storm and its aftermath the following response plans were developed to
address the following areas of focus: The Centennial Blowdown Wildfire Response Plan,
Cooperative Forest Fire Agreement for Initial Attack on Boundary Fires between MN and W1
DNR (amended), Interagency Blowdown Wisconsin — Minnesota Fire Prevention Education
Team Plan (in progress), MN DNR Forestry Sandstone Area Fire Plan (in progress)

e Fuel reduction activities
o Fire prevention activities, (MN Interagency Prevention Plan of 2005)

e Fire preparedness
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2. General Fire Behavior Expected

The average fire during Pine County’s normal spring and fall fire season is wind-driven
in upland and lowland cured grasses. This results in flame lengths of 3-12ft and rates of spread
(ROS) of 30 to 90 chains per hour (a chain being 66 feet). When in droughty conditions,
wildfires are more likely to move into wooded areas where flame lengths are shorter and rates of
spread are slower but fires are more persistent. Typical fires stay on the ground (surface fires)
but also have single tree and small group tree torching. During a normal fire season most fires
remain fairly small and are caught during initial attack.

Typically it takes very high or extreme fire danger conditions (prolonged drought, low
relative humidity and winds greater than 15 mph) for crown fires to develop. These crown fires,
where the wildfire moves across the landscape in the canopy of the trees, are the most difficult to
extinguish. They typically only stop spreading once they hit a change in fuel type or there is a
significant change in the weather.

The wind events of July 2011 in Pine County resulted in a significant change in fuel bed
characteristics across the landscape. Crown fuels that were previously available for burning only
during periods of extreme fire danger are now on the ground and available for ignition under
more moderate conditions. Surface fire intensity will increase dramatically, making suppression
difficult and more dangerous. Open areas of blowdown will be more exposed to wind compared
to intact timber stands, increasing surface fire rate of spread and the potential for large fire
growth. Even areas that have timber salvaged will see an increase in surface fuel loads due to
large amounts of slash that will likely remain on site.

This increase in available surface fuels will correspondingly elevate potential fire
behavior. Wildfire will also become more of a concern during marginal fire weather periods
because of the increased amounts of cured fuels available to support fire spread, essentially
increasing the length and severity of fire season.
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Following are fire behavior model outputs illustrating potential rate of spread and fire
intensity of intact timber stands and blowdown/slash.

Springtime conditions
(cured live vegetation)*

Summer conditions
(green vegetation)**

Head fire flame

Head fire flame

1
Fuel Model Rate of spread \enith Rate of spread erigth
Long-needle

Litter (TLS) 2 ch./hr. 2 ft. 1 ch./hr. 1 ft.
Moderate Load

Timber-Grass- 7 ch./hr. 4 ft. 2 ch./hr. 1 ft.
Shrub (TU3)

?fg;lerate S 12 ch./hr. 8 ft. 10 ch./hr. 74,
High Load

Blosdon (SB4) 46 ch./hr. 12 ft. 38 ch./hr. 10 ft.
s 50 ch./hr. 25 fi.+ 24 ch./hr. 16 ft+
model

Outputs assume a 20 foot wind speed of 6 mph.
*Spring outputs are based on moisture scenario D2L1, Low Dead/ Fully Cured Herb(6,7,8,30,60)
**Summer outputs are based on moisture scenario D314, Moderate Dead, Green Herb

(9,10,11,120,150)

Based on the model outputs shown above, rates of spread in blowdown/slash may
increase 5 to 20 times that of intact standing timber. Fire intensity in slash/blowdown fires will
be 10 to 20 times higher than surface fire intensity in standing timber. Fires that can easily be
suppressed with hose lays and hand tools in intact timber will require the addition of heavy
equipment and aircraft in blow down stands due to the very high intensities.

As fires become established in blowdown and slash, the very high intensity can create
strong convection columns which allow the fire to gain momentum independently of local
weather influences. Large fire growth will become a possibility if such plume domination
occurs. As the Pagami Creek fire showed in the summer of 2011, when the power of the fire
exceeds that of the local weather influences, fire behavior becomes unpredictable. Fire in
adjacent areas of standing timber that would normally burn with low to moderate intensity can
exhibit extreme rates of spread and intensity when the fire environment becomes plume

dominated.
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V. Pine County Wildland Urban Interface Community Boundaries

Pine County is divided into eleven wildland urban interface (WUI) communities. These
communities are based on the eleven established fire protection areas within Pine County. A
volunteer fire department is assigned primary fire protection responsibility for each of the eleven
communities.

Using established fire protection areas as (WUI) communities, allows local policy makers
latitude in setting local priorities and activities related to fire risk reduction and buffer zones.
These activities include:

e Fire protection and preparedness
Hazardous fuels reduction
Restoration of healthy forests
Fire prevention and ecosystem based planning

Each wildland urban interface WUI community will serve as a planning area boundary
for implementation of the Pine County Wildland Fire Protection Plan. Projects may overlap
boundaries of WUI communities and may cross into different (ownership) jurisdictions where
agreements are in place. The map below shows Pine County’s eleven WUI areas and
boundaries. Detailed descriptions of each eleven WUI community can be found starting on page
30.
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1. Pine County — Wildland Urban Interface Areas (WUI)

Wildland Urban Interface Base Map
Fire Department Protection Areas
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3. Pine County Communities and Neighborhoods

The Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) offers a variety of
benefits to communities at risk from wildland fire. Within Pine County, eleven wildland urban
interface communities have been identified. Each community has its own set of unique
circumstances and unaddressed mitigating issues. A risk assessment was conducted for each of
the WUI communities, result documentation is found starting on page 52.

One significant benefit for Pine County communities is establishing localized definitions
and boundaries for their specific wildland urban interface areas. Without a written Community
Wildfire Protection Plan, the wildland urban interface is limited by statute to within 122 mile of a
community’s boundary or within 1 122 miles when mitigating circumstances exist, such as
sustained steep slopes or geographic features aiding in creating a fire break.

Another benefit is expedited National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) procedures for
federal agencies implementing fuel reduction projects identified in a Community Wildfire
Protection Plan fuels treatment can occur along evacuation routes regardless of their distance
from the community. At least 50 percent of funds when appropriated under the Healthy Forest
Restoration Act must be used within WUI areas as defined by a Community Wildfire Protection
Plan or by the limited definition provided by the HFRA when no Community Wildfire Protection
Plan exists. Community Wildfire Protection Plans provide a context for prioritizing fuel
treatments projects in a cross-boundary, landscape-scale manner that was envisioned in the
National Fire Plan and 10-Year Comprehensive Strategy.

Another important reason for completion of a community Wildfire protection plan is that
federal agencies must give specific consideration to fuel reduction project implementation plans
identified in the “Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan”. If a federal agency
proposes fuel treatment methods in an area addressed by this community plan, but the
community identifies a different treatment method, the federal agencies must also evaluate the
community’s recommendation as part of the federal agencies environmental assessment process.

4. Established Fire Protection Areas

Because fire recognizes no boundaries, several land management agencies (BIA, DNR,
and NPS) and local volunteer fire departments provide wildland fire protection coverage to meet
the needs of Pine County.
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Pine County is covered by eleven volunteer fire departments. These departments provide
both structural and wildland fire protection services within their jurisdictional boundaries.
(Askov, Brook Park, Bruno, Duxbury, Finlayson, Hinckley, Kerrick, Pine City, Sandstone,
Sturgeon Lake, Willow River V.F.D.). Each of the individual fire departments, local state
Department of Natural Resources, and the sheriff’s office are members of the Pine County Fire
Mutual Aid Association, and county wide mutual aid agreements are in place. Structural fire
suppression, which includes exterior and interior actions on burning structures, is the
responsibility of local fire departments, in accordance with mutual aid agreements. The map on
page 25 shows jurisdictional protection boundaries for Pine County fire departments.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is responsible for wildland fire
suppression and prevention across all lands outside Tribal lands. The Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources also maintains Cooperative Fire Protection Agreements with local volunteer
fire departments to provide assistance and cooperation in the prevention and suppression of
wildland fires.

Cooperative fire suppression agreements exist between the Mille Lacs Band of
Ojibwe and the MN Department of Natural Resources. Under this Operating Plan the
agencies agree to provide fire protection to the other agency’s fire protection lands within
the boundaries of the agreed upon fire protection boundaries, as they would to their own
protection lands.

The map on page 24 shows wildland fire suppression boundaries for the Mille Lacs Band
of Ojibwe. The MN DNR and the Mille Lacs Tribe each own suppression resources; but they
also share suppression resources and equipment through interagency cooperative agreements.
Mutual aid and equipment rental agreements can and do exist with various private, contract and
fire department wildland suppression resources.
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5. Wildland Fire Protection

Tribal Wildfire Response Coverage
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6. Fire Department Map - Pine County fire department protection boundaries

Wildland Urban Interface Base Map
Fire Department Protection Areas
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VI. Descriptions of Community wildland/Urban Interface Areas:

A core group of interagency and community based personnel discussed and formulated
the wildland urban interface (WUI) community descriptions for Pine County. The eleven WUI
areas were defined after several meetings and much discussion; boundaries were designed to
allow for flexibility and a wide range of options for communities and cooperating agencies as
they implement mitigation measures. Each WUI community has its own description contained
on the following pages.

Several factors were analyzed while establishing Community area boundaries and
descriptions. The following is a list of individual WUTI community descriptors and definitions:

DEFINITIONS

Priority: Rating (1-5 with 1 being low) of community as it relates to safety and risk
factors, evacuations, population density and economics as defined by risk.

Access: Condition or class of a road as it relates to acceptable access or egress for emergency
evacuation, ambulance, fire engines and access for essential emergency services and community

planning projects.

Topography: Local configuration of the carth’s surface, including its relief and the position of
its natural and manmade features.

Fuel Hazards: A fuel complex defined by kind arrangement, volume, condition and location
that forms a special threat of ignition or of suppression difficulty.

Fire Occurrence: The number of wildland fires started in a given area over a given period of
time.

Homes: Location and density of homes in a wildland urban interface (WUI) community area.
Businesses: Numbers of businesses and economic constraints

Jurisdiction: Defines structural and wildland fire protection responsibilities for the WUI
community

Infrastructure Risk: Defines infrastructure risks within the WUI community
Community Values: Important values at risk within the WUI community

Local Preparedness Capability: Emergency protection capabilities (equipment, resources)
available for community protection.

Other: Any concerns not captured in previous categories.
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Fire Department Needs: List of any outstanding fire department needs

“Firewise” Information: Program information about assessment need, completion and
mitigation measures.

Fire Department Contacts: Name and number of local fire department contact.
Wildfire Risk Assessment Rating: A synopsis of fire risk associated with the area related to the

type of fuels, fuel hazards, fire occurrence, and values at risk, infrastructure, suppression
capabilities, and response times.
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Wildland Urban Interface Base Map
Fire Department Protection Areas
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Wildland Urban Interface Project Map
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Wildland Urban Interface Project Map- Western Pine County
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Wildland Urban Interface Project Map- Eastemn Pine County
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Wildland Urban Interface Project Map
Southern Pine County A
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Pine County wildland / urban interface communities:

Location:

Name: Askov Volunteer Fire Department

Priority: County Funding:

Access: East of Fleming: remote & difficult access, (by ATV, J5 & helicopter)
Some locations north of Askov: use Side-by-side ATV w/ tank & sprayer

Many township roads and driveways are poorly maintained during winter

months
Spring breakup challenges equipment when roads are soft.

Banning State Park roads are in protection area

Flat farmland up to river

Forested areas
Areas around Kettle River can be steep & have cliffs

Local Topography:
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Priority:
Fuel Hazards:

Name: Askov Volunteer Fire Department

Location:
County Funding:
Logging slash/debris

Homes and cabins scattered throughout the area-a high wul
Areas of upland and lowland grasses creating seasonal hazards
Areas of dry swamp grasses that are year round threats

Fire Occurrence:

5 wildland fires / year in this protection area
A low wildland fire occurrence with high potential

Homes: Population ngsing Per capita Poverty rate
units mncome
City of Askov 368 181 $14,583.00 9.2%
Partridge Twp 518 247 $23,262.00 4.7%
Businesses:
Jurisdiction:

Infrastructure risk:

Hiking trail, Grant-in-Aid Snowmobile trails
Railroad

Powerline that follows highway

Gas station in City of Askov

School
Community values: Bar/restaurant Two store gas stations
Two churches Fire hall
Café Seasonal and year round homes
Industrial forest lands
Local Preparedness | 1 Type 3 engine 20 fire fighters
Capability: 1 Type 6 engine 1 Type 3 Tender (1000 gal capacity)
Other: Protection area covers __ square miles

Response times can be problematic

Fire Department Needs:

Wildland fire fighting gear (PPE)
Training

Chainsaws

Bladder bags or pump cans

Portable pumps

Type 6 Engine

Type 3 Tender

Recruitment and retention of personnel
Communication upgrades

Firewise Information:

Firewise Assessments completed by 2008
Educating residents about fire dangers and prevention

Fuels:

Fire Regime/Condition
Class:

Historic Fire Regime: I,IV&V
Condition Class I, II, III & Agricultural
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Name: Askov Volunteer Fire Department

Priority:

Vegetation Treatments:

Location:
County Funding:
Improve homeowners defensible space
Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and
infrastructure

Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control

Priority:
Access:

Name: Brook Park VFD Protection Area

Location:
County Funding:
Good roads for the most part. Areas of concern include Sportsmans LN,
Hidden Tunnel LN and Alder Bark Dr, where roads are narrow and
cabins are close together.

(Ingress/egress & fuel reduction issues)

Local Topography:

Marshland and agricultural land predominately.

Fuel Hazards:

Areas of upland and lowland grasses creating seasonal hazards
Homes and cabins scattered throughout the area-a high WUI
Areas of dry swamp grasses that are year round threats

Fire Occurrence: 5 wildland fires/year
Homes: Population Housing units Per capita income | Poverty rate
City of Brook Park 156 61 $14,353.00 13.5%
Brook Park Twp 495 223 $15,128.00 12.4%
Businesses: Gas station/restaurant Restaurant/bar
Post office Cemetery
Monument company Logging operation
Jurisdiction: City of Brook Park
Brook Park Twp
Mission Creek Twp
Infrastructure risk: Railroad
Community values:
Local Preparedness | Type 3 Engine 2 Type 2 tenders
Capability: 2 Type 6 engines 17 firefighters
Other: Protection area covers __square miles

Response times can be problematic
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& Name: Brook Park VFD Protection Area

Priority:

Fire Department Needs:

Location:
County Funding:
New pumper/rescue engine (Type 3 Engine)
Addition on firehall to store grass rigs

Firewise Information:

Assessments completed in 2006.

Fuels:

Fire Regime/Condition

Historic Fire Regime I & V

Class: Current Fire Regime:
Condition Class 2/3 & Agriculture
Vegetation Treatments: Improve homeowners defensible space

Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and
infrastructure

Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control

Name: Bruno FD Protection Area

Location:

Priority:
Access:

County Funding:
State road access is poor.
44-19 Sec. 1&2: Only one way in and out & the roads get narrower the
farther you go in.
44-18-Sec 4: Lots of ownerships with only one way in & out. The roads
are narrow and dead-end with not turn-arounds for fire department

equipment.

Local Topography:

Hilly, grassy areas throughout
Forest & swamp scattered throughout

Fuel Hazards:

Black spruce & tamarack swamps
Logging occurs here

Fire Occurrence: 4 wildland fires/year
Homes: Population Housing units Per capita income | Poverty rate
City of Bruno 102 56 $15,439.00 19.0%
Bruno Township 179 145 $13,490.00 33.3%
Fleming Township 115 121 $15,441.00 4.3%
Norman Township 247 197 $16,698.00 12.0%
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Name: Bruno FD Protection Area

Priority:

Location:
County Funding:

Businesses: Bar Nemadji Research
Post office Gas station

Jurisdiction: City of Bruno Bruno Township
Norman Township Fleming Township

Infrastructure risk: Railroad Powerlines that run along Hwy 23
Gas station County garage

Community values:

Local Preparedness | 2-Type 3 Engines 15 Firefighters

Capability: 2-Type 2 tenders 1-Type 6 Engine

Other: Protection area covers __ square miles

Response times can be problematic

Fire Department Needs:

Updated water tender

Updated grass rig

New pagers & radios

New rechargeable mountable flashlight for trucks

Wildland PPE

Pump cans & bladder bags

2 portable pumps (regular & floating)

GPS

ATV with trailer & shed for it (ATV needs to hold water & pump)
Tracked ATV

Firewise Information:

Assessments completed in 2006.

Fuels: Logging occurs here
Area has spruce & tamarack swamps
Slash piles & debris

Fire Regime/Condition | Historic Fire Regime: L, III, V

Class: Current Fire Regime:
Condition Class: 1/2/3

Vegetation Treatments: Improve homeowners defensible space

Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and
infrastructure

Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control
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88 Name: Duxbury, Danbury & Mille Lacs Band Lands

Protection Areas
{ Priority:
Access:

Location:
County Funding:

Duxbury/Danbury: County Road access is good
Township road access is not good. Not much room for trucks to pass.
Narrow driveways & no turn around to hunting cabins

Nemadji State Forest roads are narrow.

Mille Lacs Band: Roads to any housing subdivisions are paved. Good
access for subdivisions. Usually off of main county road.

Local Topography:

Duxbury/Danbury: Farm fields, mostly hardwood forest
Mille Lacs Band: Heavily wooded with lakes, swamps and creeks.
Generally level terrain.

Fuel Hazards:

Duxbury/Danbury: Large area in blowdown timber

Mille Lacs Band: Young pine plantations of different ages and size
classes. (Some young -10 yrs old to 40 year old plantations in the
blowdown area.) Balsam, spruce, white pine, red pine and jack pine.
Jack pine occurs where there are no houses. Housing subdivision in area
of 12’-15’ tall spruce.

Fire Occurrence:

Duxbury/Danbury: 2 wildland fires/year
Mille Lacs Band: Average 2 to 3 reported fires within Pine County per
year in the wooded areas and grasslands.

Mille Lacs Band: Mille Lacs Band: 175 year-round homes now, 50-100 more expected to
be built in next few years. 10 of these homes are remote, 90% are
located w/in subdivisions.

Homes: Population Housing units Per capita income Poverty rate

Village of Duxbury 86 194 $19,521.00 10.3%

Arna Township 74 212 $24,298.00 7.1%

New Dorsey Twp 298 207 $13,042.00 34.0%

Ogema Township 137 114 $7,193.00 22.5%

Wilma Township

Businesses: Duxbury/Danbury: Duxbury Store Mille Lacs Band: Grand Casino
County Garage Convenience Store
Tribal Center Community Center
Offices
Lake Lena
Jurisdiction: Duxbury/Danbury: Mille Lacs Band: Danbury FD
New Dosey Township (3 sections) Fire Mutual Aid w/ Duxbury,
Arna Township Sandstone, Hinckley
Wilma Township MNDNR has IA responsibility
Cloverton w/ BIA &
Markville Mille Lacs Band
Duxbury

Pine County Mutual Aid for all departments works very well

Infrastructure risk:

Mille Lacs Band: Convenience store, community center & housing
Older overhead powerlines
State Recreational trails that may run through tribal lands

Community values:

Duxbury/Danbury: Boulder Lake State Forest Campground
2 Private campgrounds
Mille Lacs Band: Gas station, convenience store, community center,

year-round homes
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& Name: Duxbury, Danbury & Mille Lacs Band Lands

Protection Areas
Priority:

Location:
County Funding:

Local Preparedness | Duxbury/Danbury: Mille Lacs Band: 1-Type 6 engine
Capability: 3-Type 3 engines Floating pump
2-Type 2 Tenders Volume pump
2-Type 6 engines 1,000’ - 1.5” hose
17 firefighters 800’- 1” hose
Mop up kit & vehicle + extra
Equipment
Chain saw kit + 3 chain saws
4 (digital) handheld radios
2 mobile radios
2 GPS units
Other: Protection area covers __ square miles
Response times can be problematic
Fire Department Needs: Duxbury/Danbury: Large diameter well Mille Lacs Band:
Some Type 6 Engines J-5 tracked vehicle
Chainsaws, training, Electric-feed hydrant
wildland & chainsaw PPE across from Community
Communication Equipment Center (CtyRd 173)
Portable pumps Ingress/egress for hydrant

Firewise Information:

Duxbury/Danbury: Assessments completed in 2006

Mille Lacs Band: Firewise assessments done in 2006, needs to be
updated. Fire Prevention Specialist position open currently. Fire
Prevention Plan in place. Fire Management & analysis in place (through
BIA).

Fuels:

Duxbury/Danbury: Majority of timber has blown down in July 2011
storm

Mille Lacs Band: Primarily northern hardwoods, aspen, jack pine,
spruce, balsam fir (natural).

One red pine plantation in patches (about 40 acres total) surrounded by
northern hardwoods. Spruce plantation near casino w/ plans to thin it
for 40 homes to be scattered throughout in subdivision layout. (Initially,
20 homes will be built by end of 2012.)

Swamp grass, open fields.

In Firewise assessment of 2006, open areas around homes has been
increased (with grass)and mowed short.

Plan on doing more fuels reduction within 50’ of existing yards.

Fire Regime/Condition
Class:

Historic Fire Regime: I, I1I, V
Current Fire Regime:
Condition Class: 2/3 & Agriculture
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Protection Areas
8 Priority:
Vegetation Treatments:

Name: Duxbury, Danbury & Mille Lacs Band Lands

Location:
County Funding:

Mille Lacs Band: Improve homeowners defensible space (in plan above)
Maintain environmental education trails around school, by mowing
Mowing lawns around school & community center
Reduce hazards around community village infrastructure
Overall: Vegetation Treatments:
Improve homeowners defensible space
Removal of hazardous fuels around residences
Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments
Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and
infrastructure
Logging
Thinning
Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction
Biomass harvesting
Pruning
Prescribed burns
Yard maintenance for fuel breaks
Herbicide treatments to control vegetation
Fire break maintenance
Mowing lawns around structures
Tree removal
Weed control

Priority:

Access:

Name: Finlayson VFD Protection Area

Location:
County
Funding:
Bremen Twp: Lower 50%, County & Twp roads, mostly gravel; $3,162.00
annually

Finlayson Twp: 58%: combination of state hwy, county & twp roads;
$3,675.00 annually

City of Finlayson: black-topped streets, outer city streets-gravel $6,500.00
annually

Pine Lake Twp: 100%, $14,478.00 annually

Kettle River Twp: county & twp roads, some area not accessible by road,
$1,854.00 annually

Local Topography:

Bremen Twp: Combination of high ground & swamp

Fin: several lakes, swamp, low ground & high ground mix. Finlayson(city)
two lakes, low ground & swamp

Pine Lake Twp: lots of lakes, rivers & low ground with a good mix of high
ground

Kettle River Twp: hilly, rolling, pine River, lowland

Fuel Hazards:

Bremen: Minimal

Finlayson: road side fuels are always present: grass, timber, brush

Pine Lake Twp: grass, brush, pine trees, road side fires have plagued us for
several years

Kettle River Twp: lowland vegetation
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Fire Occurrence:

Minimal; 6.3 wildfires/year
Finlayson: low to moderate
Pine Lake Twp: moderate
Kettle River Twp: low

Homes: Population Housing units Per capita income Poverty rate
City of Finlayson 314 136 $16,818.00 8.2%
Finlayson Township 506 244 $15,070.00 12.4%
Pine Lake Township 576 479 $16,903.00 12.4%

Businesses: Farms, home businesses, conservation companies

Jurisdiction: Bremen Twp Finlayson Twp & city of Finlayson

Pine Lake Twp Kettle River Twp

Infrastructure risk:

Community values:

Local Preparedness | 1 Type 3 Eng 1 Type 6 grass rig

Capability: 1 Type 2 Tender 20 firefighters

Other: Protection area covers __ square miles

Response times can be problematic

Fire Department Needs:

New, larger fire hall

New grass rig

New side by side ATV w/trailer for better access
New Indian packs

New wildland firefighter PPE

Firewise Information:

Firewise assessments completed several years ago (2008), may need updating

Fuels:
Fire Regime/Condition | Historic Fire Regime:
Class: Current Fire Regime:

Condition Class:

Vegetation Treatments:

Improve homeowners defensible space

Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and infrastructure
Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control
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State Park) Protection Area
Priority:
Access:

Name: Hinckley FD (includes Pathfinder Village & St. Croix

Location:
County Funding:

Pathfinder Village: all roads are gravel. Main entrance is good. Roads w/in
Village are narrow with large number of dead ends & small Cul-de-sacs.
SCSP: Cty Rd 22 (asphalt) runs directly into park for appx. 7 miles. At5
miles in to park, an intersection provides access on gravel roads 5 miles to
the east end and 12 miles to west end of the park. If access is needed east of
Crooked Creek, gate 18, on Hwy 48, can be used. The park has 100+ miles
of trails and roads that provide more direct access.

Local Topography:

Pathfinder Village: rugged topography N
SCSP: from very flat to some rolling hills/ridges with very little relief. The
34,000 acre park is made up of a combination of sandy soils and low
marsh/wetlands.

Fuel Hazards:

SCSP: Area hit hard by blowdown in 2011. Also hit by blowdown and
tornadoes in last 5 years. The July 15t blowdown consists of aspen, oak and
jack pine canopy with a fine (FM1 & FM3) fuels understory in much of the
area. Where light penetrates, 1 hour grasses component isn’t present, oak
and aspen leaf litter is.

Fire Occurrence:

9.5 wildland fires/yr
Suppression efforts in the last 30 years have eliminated any fire outside of
Rx burns.

Pathfinder Village: very large number of seasonal homes w/some year
round homes

SCSP: the park has nearly 200 structures w/in the infrastructure ranging
from outdoor restrooms to CCC built log structures to residences and a
shop complex. 3 group centers located at the west end, center and east end
of the park make up a large number of the structures. Modern logging has
reduced many of the fuels nearby, but St. Johns Landing group center is of
HIGH concern until fuels are removed.

Population Housing units Per capita Poverty rate
Homes: income
City of Hinckley 1,291 614 $15,537.00 12.4%
Arlone Township 345 224 $14,867.00 6.7%
Barry Township 587 258 $14,740.00 17.7%
Clover Township 316 1,281 $22,043.00 9.1%
T 97 77 $22,159.00 6.9%
Crosty Townseg 699 447 $18,399.00 9.5%
Dell Grave Township, || "g90 345 $15,118.00 12.9%
Hinckley Township 222 168 $19,588.00 6.7%
Munch Township
Businesses: Pathfinder Village: 1 general store
SCSP: Canoe guide vendor who has a contract with the park.
Jurisdiction: Hinckley FD for structure protection
St. Croix State Park & MN DNR for wildland protection
Mutual Aid: Sandstone Forestry, Hinckley VFD, Danbury VFD, WI DNR
Infrastructure risk: SCSP: electronic transmission boxes are located throughout the park. The
shop complex could act as ICP with phones, faxes, copiers and computer
access. Special attention would be needed in this area.
Community values: Pathfinder Village: In summer, up to 10,000 people can visit area, boosting

local businesses

SCSP: Campground and trail system throughout park. Some areas of the
park are HIGHLY sensitive areas due to historical value from CCC era. Sites
have been identified through Resource Spec.
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State Park) Protection Area
Priority:

Name: Hinckley FD (includes Pathfinder Village & St. Croix

Location:
County Funding:

Local Preparedness Capability: Hinckley Fire Hall SCSP: 3-Type 6/7 engines
3-Type 1 Structure engines 1-1,200 gal water tanker
1-2,500 gal water tender Appx. 20 FFT2s
1-2,000 gal water tender 1,500 gal portable drop tank
1-Type 6 engine Quick fill station
1-J-5 Tracked vehicle Drip torches, back pack pumps,
2 dry hydrants in Pathfinder Village Hand tools

Other: SCSP: 2 rivers make up the SE & W boundaries of the park and can used for
water source. Also various wetlands throughout the park that can be used
as a water source.

Fire Department Needs: Wwildland PPE

Chainsaws & training & PPE

SPSC: 1-Type 4 wildland engine

1-Type 6/7 engine staged during moderate or higher fire danger
1000’ 1.5” hose

2-1,500 gal portable drop tanks

3-chainsaws w/20" bars

1 Waterous pump (stay on one of the Type 7 engine)

1-Multiquip 4-stroke pump (6-9hp) w/2.5” discharge hose for high vol.
drafting completer w. 100’ of hose

2-MarklIl pump kits for remote area drafting capability
Sprinkler system for structure protection (inc. pump & hose)
PPE

Firewise Information:

Assessments done within last 5 years at Pathfinder Village & SCSP.
Pathfinder Village: Complete evacuation plan in place. Copy of plan at fire
hall and local DNR office.

Fuels:

SCSP: Very large amount of blowdown timber

Fire Regime/Condition Class:

Historic Fire Regime: L IIL IV, V
Current Fire Regime:
Condition Class: 2/3

Vegetation Treatments:

Improve homeowners defensible space

Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and infrastructure
Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control
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Priority:

Name: Kerrick FD Protection Area

Location:
County Funding:

Access to most homes in our area is good. Structures near and in

Nemadji State Forest not as good. Narrow roads—difficult to pass.

Access difficult around Nemadji State Forest.

Township roads are good (access)

Local Topography:

Rolling hills, not too steep.

Lakes scattered throughout.

Mix of conifer & hardwood cover

A few pine plantations (less than 100 acres/plantation); different ages
starting at 20 years and older

Fuel Hazards:

Lots of logging.

Lots of blowdown in Nemadji State Forest
Burn barrels

Private land burning

Railroad fires

Fire Occurrence: 4.4 wildland fires/year
Homes: Population Housing units Per capita income | Poverty rate
City of Kerrick 71 34 $14,324.00 2.7%
Kerrick Township 272 218 $18,478.00 13.6%
Nickerson Township 154 117 $16350.00 8.6%
Park Township 37 67 $17,398.00 0.0%
Businesses: Duquette Store Dave’s Tire
Oaklake Campground & RV Numerous small farms
Nickerson Bar Prachar’s Pub
Kerrick Post Office Nickerson Campground
Northview Bank Tavern in Duquette
Matusczack’s Campground
Jurisdiction: City of Kerrick
Kerrick Township
Nickerson Township (area is 2 townships: Nickerson East & West)
Park Township
Infrastructure risk: Railroad
Duquette store

Main power line along State Hwy 23

Community values:

Nemadji State Forest (Gafvert Campground): heavily used area,
particularly on weekends, many miles of ATV and snowmobile trails

Local Preparedness Capability:

1-Type 2 Tender
20 firefighters

1-Type 2 Engine
2-Type 6 Engines

Other:

Protection area covers 144 square miles
Response times can be problematic
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Priority:
Fire Department Needs:

Name: Kerrick FD Protection Area

Location:
County Funding:

1-Type 6 Engine
Water Tender
Wildland PPE

2 chainsaws + PPE + training

2 portable pumps

Drop tank

Hall addition for equipment

Large well at the hall

Bladder bags

Warning signs for roads

Lights for Helicopter landing zone

GPS equipment & training

Better access for dry hydrant on Hwy 23 north of Nickerson
Better water access at Gafvert Campground

Better water access at Oak Lake

Warning siren

Collapsible buckets

Firewise Information:

Level 2 assessments completed in 2006.

Fuels:

Logging, especially in Nemadji State Forest
Blowdown timber in Nemadji State Forest
Pine plantations

Fire Regime/Condition Class:

Historic Fire Regime: L IIL IV, V
Current Fire Regime:
Condition Class: 1/2/3, & small amount of agriculture

Vegetation Treatments:

Improve homeowners defensible space

Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and
infrastructure

Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control
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Priority:
Access:

Name: Pine City FD Protection Area

Location:
County Funding:

Pine city FD: Minimum maintenance roads
NE quad: very few roads into State Forest
SE quad: few roads in State forest& along Scenic Riverway

Local Topography:

All areas: farmland, swamp
NE quad: hilly, Cross Lake

SE quad: hilly, swampy, some very remote farmland

NWquad; railroad land, Lake Pokegama

Fuel Hazards:

blowdown of trees, swamp & farmland

Fire Occurrence: 23 wildland fires/year
Homes: Population Housing units Per capita income Poverty rate
City of Pine City 3,043 1,275 $16,802.00 15.0%
City of Rock Creek 1,119 417 $17,281.00 11.5%
City of Henriette 101 38 $13,312.00 12.6%
Chengwatana Township 809 480 $16,974.00 12.6%
Pine City Township 1,249 663 $20,074.00 4.0%
Pokegama Township 2,570 1,468 $19,027.00 7.3%
Royalton Township 976 l 419 ] $18,729.00 4.6%

Businesses:

Jurisdiction: Braham, Rush City, Mora, MNDNR, Brook Park

Hinckley, Grantsburg, WIDNR, MNDNR, Rush City, Brook Park
Infrastructure risk:
Community values:

Local Preparedness Capability:

NE quad: Have been able to get to most of fires exceptin forest

Other: Protection area covers __ square miles
Response times can be problematic
Fire Department Needs: All of area: aerial map of area to see cabins among blowdown,

Dry hydrants hard suction
Strainers

Floating pump

NE, SW quad:

Firewise Information:

None in area yet

Fuels:

Fire Regime/Condition Class:

Historic Fire Regime: I, I1I, V
Current Fire Regime:
Condition Class: 2/3
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Priority:

Vegetation Treatments:

i Name: Pine City FD Protection Area

Location:
County Funding:

Improve homeowners defensible space

Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles

Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and

infrastructure

Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)

Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control

Priority:
Access:

Name: Sandstone FD Protection Area

Location:
County Funding:
Ingress/Egress concerns regarding new homes on Trapp LN near
Grindstone LK. Otherwise most of coverage area has improved roads.
Main County Roads are well maintained year round

Local Topography:

Steep cliffs along Kettle River, Banning State Park & in city of Sandstone
Generally flat otherwise

Fuel Hazards:

Junk yards (in middle of City of Sandstone)

Fire Occurrence: 13 wildland fires/year
Homes: Population Housing units Per capita income | Poverty rate
City of Sandstone 1,549 634 $18,053.00 16.7%
Danforth Township 84 81 $22,171.00 40.3%
Sandstone Township 1,614 358 $18,193.00 7.7%
Businesses: Logging operation west of town, Wildcat Sanctuary
Grocery store
Federal prison
Gas stations (3)
Tightly spaced downtown in City of Sandstone
Special needs employment center
Christian school (K-6)
Gun range
Jurisdiction: City of Sandstone, Sandstone Township
Dell Grove
Danforth Township
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Name: Sandstone FD Protection Area

Priority:
Infrastructure risk:

Location:
County Funding:

Prison
Railroad

I-35 freeway

Hospital

Trunk powerlines

Pipelines (Minnesota Resources)
County Highway Garage

Sheriff’s office

Community values:

Audubon Center of the North
Nature photography business

Local Preparedness
Capability:

2-Type 3 Engines
2-Type 3 tenders

1-Type 6 Engine
14 firefighters

Other:

Protection area covers __ square miles
Response times can be problematic

Fire Department Needs:

Type 6 grass rig

Miscellaneous hose & plumbing
Wildland PPE

Portable pumps

Firewise Information:

Assessment completed in 2006.
New structures on NE side of Grindstone Lake

Fuels:

Mostly hardwood with pine areas interspersed
Agriculture (tall & short grasses throughout)

Fire Regime/Condition
Class:

Historic Fire Regime: I, III, IV & V
Current Fire Regime:
Condition Class: 1/2/3 & Agriculture

Vegetation Treatments:

Improve homeowners defensible space

Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and
infrastructure

Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control
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Name: Sandstone DNR Forestry
Priority:
Access:

Location:
County Funding:
Increase accessibility to Type 4 ENG capability on South Extension &
Potlatch Forest RDs as well as the Gandy to Harlis RD connection;
evaluate & sign weight limits on bridge @ Tamarack Horsecamp, Trout
Brook and the Gandy crossing into WI; general trail maintenance for
Type 6 grass rigs; trail identifiers/signs

Local Topography:

Steep terrain along streams and rivers within county, old quarries are
inaccessible with equipment

Fuel Hazards:

Blowdown & regenerating forests w/ heavy slash; pine
forests/plantations; vast stretches of continuous fuels particularly with
swamps

Fire Occurrence:

Average 100 fires/yr within Pine County

Homes: Entire County

Businesses: Entire County

Mutual Aid: Pine County & neighboring Fire Departments

Jurisdiction: Wildfire within Pine County and land managers on State Forestry Lands

Infrastructure risk: Improvement and maintenance of evacuation routes within the forest;
trail bridges used for evacuation

Community values:

Local Preparedness | Wildfire Initial Attack ready which includes 5 Type 6 Engines, 3 tracked

Capability: vehicles and typically a Type 3 helicopter during spring fire season.
Given recent fuel conditions change and the resulting anticipated
change in tactics, Sandstone Forestry is likely lacking some
qualifications and a Type 2 helicopter. See Section X. Protection
Capabilities.

Other: Need for an Incident Command Post (facility) which will be necessary if
Pine County were to have a Type 3 Fire or greater. Forest Road mile
marker signs & road signs.

Fire Department Needs: Increased air support; resolve communications issues; training

(coursework & time, DNR and mutual aid with VFDs & Sheriffs Dept.);
increased heavy equipment; chainsaws; radios and PPE for Emergency
Equipment Rental Agreement Contractors

Firewise Information:

Forest User information/outreach regarding fire danger & prevention
within State Forests (signs & physical handouts); County-wide public
information/outreach regarding fire danger & prevention on private
lands.

Fuels:

Fire Regime/Condition Class:

See Condition Class Map

Vegetation Treatments:

Forest RD right-of-way maintenance to serve as fuel breaks;
strategically break up fuel types/conditions in all forests with an
emphasis on areas near private ownerships.
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Priority:
Access:

Name: Sturgeon Lake FD Protection Area

Location:
County Funding:

Most access is acceptable for structure protection
Wildland fires may by remote

Local Topography:

Relatively flat with agricultural grasslands
Pine plantations & hardwood forests as well

Fuel Hazards:

One area in City of Denham overgrown grass, burned 2 years ago
Swamp grasses, overgrown brush and pine plantations

Large pine plantations, pine litter

Many vacant homesteads

0ld sawmill site (vacant)

Potential for crown fire

Tall grasslands abutting pine plantations

Fire Occurrence:

3.5 wildland fires/year

Homes: Population Housing units Per capita income | Poverty rate
City of Sturgeon Lake 247 151 $15,501.00 15.3%
City of Denham 40 23 $10,106.00 17.6%
Birch Creek Township 217 134 $15,839.00 10.7%
Sturgeon Lake Township 409 169 $13,563.00 4.3%
Windemere Township 1,489 1,347 $21,346.00 7.7%
Businesses: Bar Gas stations
Repair shops Strip mall near freeway
Minimum security Prison Large tree nursery
Timberline campground
Jurisdiction: Sturgeon Lake

Sturgeon Lake Township

Birch Creek Township

City of Denham

Mutual aid to surrounding departments

Infrastructure risk:

I-35 freeway

Pipelines

Pine plantations abut several surrounding lakes that have many lake
homes

Water treatment settling ponds

Community values: Large tree nursery
Timberline Campground
Local Preparedness | 2-Type 3 engines 1-Type 4 engine
Capability: 1-Type 6 engine 1-Type 2 tender
14 fire fighters
Other: Protection area covers __ square miles

Response times can be problematic

Fire Department Needs:

Wildland fire truck Type 6

Fire hall in Denham

Medical rig

Type 3 wildland/structure pumper

2,000 gal - 2,500 gallon tanker

Improved radio communication/repeaters
Wildland PPE

Hose and affiliated equipment

Firewise Information:

Completed assessments in 2006.

Fuels:

Pine litter
Hardwood blowdown from 2005 in Sturgeon Lake
Swamps, barns, hay bales, vacated homesteads
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Priority:
Fire Regime/Condition
Class:

8 Name: Sturgeon Lake FD Protection Area

Location:
County Funding:

Fire Regime: L IIL, IV, V
Current Fire Regime
Condition Class: 1/2/3 & agriculture

Vegetation Treatments:

Improve homeowners defensible space

Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and
infrastructure

Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control

Name: Willow River
Priority:
Access:

Location:
County Funding:
Bald Eagle, Starlight Dr, Daily Lake Rd, Prachar Rd, Sunrise Dr, Dago
Lake Fire Rds, Chokecherry Lane, Stepan Rd & Boundary Ave Military Rd
have limited access. There are many dead end roads in the area.

Local Topography:

Flat land.

Fuel Hazards:

Significant wetlands with flashy fuels, many tall grass fields and
hardwood forests.
Grain storage & drying facilities

Fire Occurrence:

5.3 wildland fires/year

Homes: Population Housing units Per capita income | Poverty rate
City of Willow River 301 155 $16,620.00 16.9%
City of Rutledge 196 110 $19,040.00 19.6%
Bremen Township 246 181 $12,504.00 5.9%
Kettle River Township 491 342 $16,370.00 15.9%
Businesses: School
2 bars

Willow River Mercantile
Chipmunk Park & Campground

2 gas stations

3 or 4 construction businesses with a large inventory of underground

directional boring equipment

Camp Heartland

Challenge Incarceration Program (CIP)




Name: Willow River
Priority:
Jurisdiction:

Location:
County Funding:
City of Willow River

Norman Township

Kettle River Township

Bremen Township

Infrastructure risk:

I-35 freeway
New development in wildland areas
Power Transmission lines

Pipelines
Wastewater station

Community values: Camp Heartland Seasonal recreation area
Cabins Snowmobile club
Snowmobile trails
Local Preparedness | 2-1,000 gallon pumpers 1-2,300 gal tanker
Capability: 1-3,400 gal tanker 2 older gas rigs (1977)
93 Suburban personnel vehicle ’85 panel personnel hauler
20 firefighters including 7 EMTs & 5 First Responders
Other: Protection area covers __ square miles

Response times can be problematic

Fire Department Needs:

Grass rig

Tactical tender

Hall expansion in Willow River
Satellite hall in Ruttledge
Communications equipment
Floating pump

Wildland PPE

Exhaust system, SCBA equipment

Firewise Information:

Completed assessment in 2006.
Dry hydrant needed, see map

Fuels: See map to address areas
Fire Regime/Condition | Historical Fire Regime: I, III, IV & V
Class: Current Fire Regime:

Condition Class: 1/2/3 & Agriculture
Vegetation Treatments: Improve homeowners defensible space

Removal of hazardous fuels around residences

Improving access and egress for emergency service vehicles
Community education of vegetation treatments

Reduce hazards near community/village improvements and
infrastructure

Logging

Thinning

Slash treatments for all landowners (public and private)
Hazardous fuel reduction

Biomass harvesting

Pruning

Prescribed burns

Yard maintenance for fuel breaks

Herbicide treatments to control vegetation

Fire break maintenance

Mowing lawns around structures

Tree removal

Weed control
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VII. Planning Process: .

Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Planning began in September of 2011, led
by local County Government officials working with area fire departments, the Mille Lacs Band
of Ojibwe, and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. The core group met to
determine interest in developing a Community Wildfire Protection Plan and to initiate an
interagency inventory and assessment of fuel hazards and community related infrastructure
protection and mitigation needs.

Using the background information gathered, the planning group proposed eleven
different planning (Wildland/Urban Interface) areas to present to Pine County communities for
project input, prioritization and review.

Additional community meetings were held to build and prioritize projects. This plan is a
work in progress and will be amended by the local community coordination group, with
continuing input from the public as individual projects are proposed and implemented.

Private landowners and community members joined in the collaborative community
efforts to address wildfire risk in the interface. Community members are encouraged to be active
players in the effort, by reducing hazardous fuels on their properties and taking the needed steps
to complement the work currently being done on public lands within Pine County.

1. Description of Participants

Askov Fire Department, Brook Park Fire Department, Bruno Fire Department, Duxbury
Fire Department, Finlayson Fire Department, Hinckley Fire Department, Kerrick Fire
Department, Pine City Fire Department, Sandstone Fire Department, Sturgeon Lake Fire
Department, Willow River Fire Department, Pine County Emergency Management, Pine
County Sheriff’s Office, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, Small Business Representatives, Minnesota “Firewise” Program.

2. Collaboration and Community Outreach

The multi-faceted nature of problems addressed by a Community Wildfire Protection
Plan (CWPP) necessitates communication and collaboration across private and public lands,
administrative boundaries, geographic regions and other special areas of interest. Pine County
Community Wildfire Protection Plan meetings were publicly announced in local papers. Local
community meetings were held at the Pine County Court House, Duxbury Fire Station, and
Sandstone Area DNR Station. Community meetings were used to inform and update the local
communities, address local community needs and priorities relating to community fire
protection, safety, and healthy forest restoration.

The successful implementation of this plan includes stakeholder groups with broad
representation including State, Federal, and local agencies, the public, and various public interest
groups collaborating to make decisions to establish priorities, cooperate on activities, and to
increase the public awareness of the risk of to Pine County communities and their environments.
The Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan will continue to be a collaborative
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approach as the coordination group moves forward with on the ground mitigation plans and
planning.

3. Description of Community Meeting Steps:

a. Convene decision makers:

In September of 2011, Pine County formed a core team including representatives from
the County Sheriff’s Office, local fire departments, Tribal governments, and the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to begin development of a Community
Wildfire Protection Plan for Pine County.

b. Engaged Interested Parties:

The Pine County planning group held meeting in conjunction with the Pine County Fire
Mutual Aid association. Public meetings were announced in local papers and radio
station. Nine meetings were held during the planning process. Public meetings were
held at various fire departments throughout the county, planning group meetings were
open to the public and held at the Sandstone Area DNR office, in the City of Sandstone.

c. Established a Community Base Map:

The planning group worked together to establish a community base map which defines
Pine County’s eleven WUI communities and displays areas at risk, forested areas
containing critical infrastructure, and areas at risk for large-scale fire disturbance.

d. Developed a Community Risk Assessment:

The planning group worked to develop a community risk assessment that considers fuel
hazards; risk of wildfire occurrence to homes, businesses, and essential infrastructure at
risk; other community values at risk; and local wildfire and structural preparedness
capability. The group rated each risk factor and incorporated the results into this
community Wildfire protection plan as appropriate.

e. Established Community Priorities and Recommendations:

The planning group used the base map and community risk assessment to facilitate
collaborative community discussions. Two community meetings were held to address the
priority WUI areas. The Coordinating group will lead additional community discussions
to identify specific local priorities for fuel treatment, reduction of structural ignitability,
and other issues of interest as the plan is implemented on the localized level.

f. Developed an Action Plan and Assessment Strategy:

The planning group developed a detailed implementation strategy to accompany the
community Wildfire protection plan and a monitoring plan that will ensure its long-term
success. The Coordinating group will be responsible for plan implementation.

g. Finalize Community Wildfire Protection Plan:

Community partners finalized the community Wildfire protection plan and held a public
hearing to share results with the community and key partners.
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VIII. Pine County Community Profile:
1. Information about Pine County

a. General .
Pine County is located on the border with Wisconsin, in east central Minnesota. The

county covers 1411 square miles and has a population of 29,750. Because the county is
located midway between the Twin Cities of Minneapolis/Saint Paul and City of Duluth,
outdoor recreation activities double the daily population of the county during the summer
months.

Pine County enjoys easy access to big city amenities while maintaining the charming,
small town atmosphere that we are proud of. The County offers an abundance of scenic
and recreational activities with many lakes and rivers to make up over 23 square miles of
water. The Chengwatana State Forest, General Andrews State Forest, Banning State
Park, St. Croix State Forest and Park, and the Nemadji State Forest boast miles of hiking,
ATV, canoeing, kayaking, rock climbing, cross-country skiing and snowmobile trails.

Beyond the camping opportunities on public land Pine County contains numerous private
campgrounds that cater to both short term and long term visitors. ATV and snowmobile
clubs maintain a substantial network of private trails through the county. County
ordinance allows limited use of county roads for recreational use. The fifth busiest tribal
casino in the United States is located in the county and draws over 700,000 visitors a
year. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, Tribal community, is spread through the eastern
portion of the county and boasts a population of over 800.

b. County Government
An elected Board of Commissioners governs Pine County. The board consists of five
elected officials, with each representing one of the five districts. On a yearly basis the
Board elects one of its members to serve as Chair Person. An appointed County
Administrator oversees the daily operation of county government and prepares
information and plans for the County Board.

Pine County primary and secondary education is provided by seven school districts, the
county contains four High Schools, one Tribal School, and several private primary
schools. The Pine County Technical College is located in Pine City and provides a wide
range of post secondary educational opportunities.

Pine County is divided into five soil and water districts, each with an elected supervisor.
The county also participates in several watershed districts, and other land management
agreements.

c. Public Safety
Fire protection is provided by eleven volunteer fire departments located throughout the
county. Each department is a member of the Pine County Mutual Aid Association, which
allows sharing of resources and personnel. The Sandstone Area DNR Office staffs a
substantial wildfire fighting capability during fire season.
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Several volunteer, First Responder, groups, and a private ground ambulance service
provide emergency medical service. Air ambulance service is available from two private
companies with flight time to a major medical facility of less than thirty minutes.

Because the county has no municipal police departments, the Pine County Sheriff’s
Office is the primary Law Enforcement agency in the county. The Sheriff’s Office
maintains policing contracts with the cities of Pine City, Hinckley, and Sandstone. The
Sheriff’s Office also contains the county emergency management function, with the
Sheriff holding the position of Emergency Management Director. Secondary law
enforcement agencies in the county include the, Minnesota State Patrol, Mille Lacs Band
Tribal Police, DNR Enforcement.

d. Infrastructure
Pine County contains a rural road network of over 800 miles. Interstate Highway 35 runs
through the County north and south. Several primary and secondary State Highways run
through the County primarily east and west. The Saint Croix River National Scenic
Riverway runs along 2/3s of the east edge of the County and serves as the State Line.
There are three bridges crossing the Saint Croix River into Wisconsin and several
overland crossing points.

The Burlington Northern SantaFe, and Saint Croix Valley Railroads run north and south
through Pine County. Several major utility pipelines and power transmission lines pass
though the county. A medium security Federal Prison and a minimum security State
Work Camp are located in Sandstone and Willow River. The Sandstone Area District
Office of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is located in the City of
Sandstone. Pine County is served by a community hospital located in the City of
Sandstone, and several other clinics.

e. Land Ownership

% Private Ownership = 73%
% County Ownership = 5%
% Tribal Ownership = 0.3%
% State Ownership = 21%

% Federal Ownership = 0.3%

This base of natural resources has been shaped by a variety of factors. Initially forest
fires, insects, and wind were major agents of change in this environment. Human activities such
as agricultural practices, logging, trapping, hunting, fire suppression, road and trail construction,
acid rain, mining and various forms of development from isolated cabins to cities have done
much to alter local environments. Even though human activities dominated as environmental
change agents, Mother Nature has also played her role with insect and disease infestations and
weather including droughts, flooding, straight-line winds and tornadoes.

As aresult of and in response to human intervention, forests have undergone tremendous

transformations in spatial patterns composition and structure. For example, some areas were
once extensive stands of white and red pine, cedar and northern hardwoods have given way in a
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large part to aspen and aspen-birch. These changes in forest vegetation, set into motion over 100
years ago have been sustained through past forest management policies, fire suppression and
human use that emphasized clear cutting, select species reforestation.

The Department of Natural Resources is provided forest management direction through
their Subsection Forest Resource Management Plan (SFRMP). This plan identifies long-term
strategic direction for the DNR Forestry and Wildlife administered forestlands. It will also
identify forest stands to be treated over the next ten year period. The strategic component of the
SFRMP focuses on long-term strategic direction in response to identified issues, strategies to

implement the general direction, and identification of quantifiable long term desired future forest
composition (DFFC) goals.

56




f. Population, demographics, socio-economic data

Information from US Census 2010

Population, 2010

Population, percent change, 2000 to 2010
Population, 2000

Persons under 5 years, percent, 2010
Persons under 18 years, percent, 2010
Persons 65 years and over, percent, 2010
Female persons, percent, 2010

White persons, percent, 2010

Black persons, percent, 2010

American Indian & Alaska Native persons, percent, 2010
Asian persons, percent, 2010

Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2010
Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2010
White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2010

Housing units, 2010

Homeownership rate, 2005-2009

Housing units/multi-unit structures, percent, 2005-2009
Median value /owner-occupied housing units, 2005-2009
Households, 2005-2009

Persons per household, 2005-2009

Per capita money income in past 12 months 2005-2009
Median household income, 2009

Persons below poverty level, percent, 2009

Private nonfarm establishments, 2009

Private nonfarm employment, 2009

Private nonfarm employment, percent change 2000-2009
Retail sales per capita, 2007

Building permits, 2010

Federal spending, 2009

Land area in square miles, 2010

Persons per square mile, 2010

Pine County
29,750
12.10%
26,530
5.80%
22.20%
16.30%
46.40%

91.90%
2.00%
3.10%
0.40%
1.90%
2.40%
90.50%

17,276
82.40%
6.60%
$163,300
10,965
2.46
$21,129
$39,309
18.90%
590
6,727
37.20%
$8,636
46
227,568
1,411.29
211

Minnesota
5,303,925
7.80%
4,919,479
6.70%
24.20%
12.90%
50.40%

85.30%
5.20%
1.10%
4.00%
2.40%
4.70%
83.10%

2,347,201
74.90%
21.20%
$207,000
2,061,882
2.45
$29,431
$55,621
10.90%
1,464,532
24,171,742
0.9%2
$13,751
9,840
443,381,242
79,626.74
66.6
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g. Housing and Development Trends
The housing goal for Pine County is to encourage the development of housing within the
county that meets a variety of needs. The county will work with private developers,
applicable state, tribal, and federal agencies, local organizations, and institutions to assess
and address housing needs.

Pine County will encourage the development of housing in areas of the County that can
be economically served with adequate transportation and utility infrastructure. They will
also encourage the location of multi-family and high-density small lot residential
development adjacent to cities or other areas with adequate infrastructure.

h. Land Use and Projected Trends
The scenic beauty of Pine County, its abundance of natural resources, and its proximity to
the forestry, and tourism industries make it an attractive place to live and work. While a
vast majority of Pine County is in private ownership, areas around cities have a full range
of urban land uses. As vacant land in these areas develops, urban land uses could extend
into adjacent forested and open areas, increasing development pressure. Coordination
with local, state, tribal and federal jurisdictions is imperative in coping with existing and
future pressures.

2. Pine County Land Use Goals:
Note that County-wide land use planning was/is a goal of the 1993 Comprehensive Plan

but has never been implemented resulting in the vast majority of Townships
implementing and adopting their own land use controls, goals, etc.

3. Pine County Transportation Goals
a. Work with applicable State and Federal agencies and Townships to establish,
construct, and improve all modes of the transportation system.

b. Encourage the continued utilization and maintenance of highway, rail and air facilities

c. Add and maintain consistent directional and community identification signage on
roads and streets within the county.

d. Make access management a consideration in the transportation system.

4. Pine County Recreational and Cultural goals:
a. Encourage cultural partnerships.

b. Encourage preservation of historic sites.

c. Support the multiple-use of public lands and recognize the importance of varied
recreational activities.
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S. Pine County Environmental Goals

a. Recognize, promote, and implement management practices to foster stewardship of
the County’s environmental resources.

b. Continue to manage the county’s resources in accordance with official controls and
county plans.

¢. Work with state, tribal and federal resource management agencies to achieve
consistency.

IX. Wildfire Risk Assessment:

The Pine County CWPP risk assessment displays the potential losses to life, property and
natural resources posed by the ever-present threat of wildland fire. This risk assessment takes
into consideration a combination of factors as defined below; all of which contribute to fire
hazards and risk in the urban interface. The table looks at each area and analysis factor and
ranks them on a qualitative scale. The descriptions given to each factor are summarized into one
adjective value (low, moderate or high), which formulates a rating for fire hazard risks within an
area. Areas with a higher risk value have higher fire hazard risk, i.e., the probability of having a
fire that will spread quickly and intensely causing significant damage is higher.

Risk of Wildfire Occurrence: The potential and frequency of wildfire ignitions (based
on past occurrences)

Fuel Hazard: Conditions that contribute to wildfire (fuels, slope, aspect, elevation and
weather)

Valued Assets: The people, property and resources that could suffer losses in a wildfire
event.

Firefighting Capability: The ability to mitigate loss, prepare for, respond to and
suppress wildland and structural fire.

Structural Ignitability: Elements affecting the level of hazardous exposure to the

structure (roof type and building materials, structure access and whether or not there is
treated fuel or ignition source reduction around the structure.)
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Risk Values: L=Low, M=Moderate, High=High

COMMUNITY WILDFIRE RISK TABLE

Community, Fuel Risk of Wildfire Structural Firefighting Overall
structur: soI: area at Naiasd Occurrence Ignitability capability Risk
Askov L L L H 5
Brook Park M M M H M
Bruno L L L H L
Duxbury H H H H H
Finlayson M M M H M
Hinckley H H H H H
Kerrick M M M H M
Pine City H M M M M
Sandstone M L M H M
Sturgeon Lk H H H H H
Willow River H H H H H

Develop the overall community priority.

The priority rating reflects the overall risk and community values.
Overall Risk: Qualitative value found from table above.
Community Value: Important community value w/in the WUI community
Cultural Value: Important cultural value w/in the WUI community
Overall Priority: L=Low, M= Moderate, H=High

OVERALL COMMUNITY PRIORITY TABLE The priority rating reflects the
overall risk (from previous table) and the community values.

Community, structure or area at risk Overall Risk Community Value Cultural Value g:]{g?tg
Askov L L L L
Brook Park M M M M
Bruno L L L L
Duxbury H H H H
Finlayson M M L M
Hinckley H H H H
Kerrick M M M M
Pine City M M L M
Sandstone L M M M
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Sturgeon Lk H H H H

Willow River H H H H

Areas of concern from local knowledge

If there are any specific locations that are known, include them here.

Infrastructure Needs

If there are any specific locations that are known, include them here.

Fuels Reduction Needs

If there are any specific locations that are known, include them here.

Funding Needs (Grants, Cash In-Kind)

If there are any specific locations that are known, include them here.
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Fuel Models

A fuel model is a description of the type of dead and down fuel present in a forest. It is
used to predict fire behavior of an area based on the types and amounts of fuel present. Two fuel
model systems are used in Pine County to predict fire behavior; the U.S. system (Fire Behavior
Prediction System, FBPS), and the Canadian system (Fire Prediction System, FPS). The U.S.
system typically relates to western conditions while the Canadian system has fuel types that more
closely represent northern MN, therefore a combination of the two gives the best information.

Each fuel model describes the type of vegetation found in it, how that material is located
both horizontally and vertically, and under what conditions that material will most commonly
burn. For instance, most fires in Pine County begin in grass, either upland or marshland, which is
considered a fine fuel that ignites easily. Because grasses are typically continuous, it takes
minimal wind for a fire to spread in this fuel type resulting in higher “rates of spread.” These
fuels also are most likely to burn when the grasses are cured such as in the spring before green
up has occurred and in the fall after a good frost.

Running fire prediction software based on specific models and anticipated seasonal
conditions or daily weather, many aspects of fire behavior can be predicted. Fire behavior
includes how susceptible the fuel is to ignite, rates of spread, flame lengths, fire intensity and if
the fire will spot (embers thrown in front of the main fire ignite a new fire) among other things.
Some common fuel models and their anticipated fire behavior are included in other parts of this
plan.

A custom fuel model was developed after the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness
blowdown event of 1999 to represent the fire behavior associated with areas where there is
moderate to heavy blowdown. U.S. fuel model 13 can also be used to predict fire behavior in
moderate and heavy blowdown, but tends to under predict fire intensities and spread rates for
blowdown fuels. Fires burn these fuel models with moderate rates of spread and high intensities
under moderate to dry weather conditions. If standing trees are also present, crowning, spotting
and torching of individual trees can be expected.

6. Buffers

Buffers are areas around a community (not just a single structure) that would be
required to protect structures within the community from a wildfire event. Buffers were
developed based on spread rates of fires and response times of suppression resources. Estimated
spread rates were developed through a fire behavior model (BEHAVE) that predicts fire
behavior (spread rates, intensity, flame lengths) based on weather and fuel conditions. Response
times are based on the amount of time that is predicted for suppression resource to be able to
arrive at a fire in the given area. The faster the spread rates, the larger the buffer needed. The
longer the response times, the larger the buffer needed. Vegetation treatments that are
concentrated within the buffer zones of a community will help prevent fires from spreading
rapidly and intensely near community areas.

References: Anderson, H.E. 1982. Aids to Determining Fuel Models for Estimating Fire
Behavior. USDA Forest Service General Technical Report INT-122, Intermountain Forest and
Range Experiment Station, Ogden, Utah. 22p
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T Definition of Fire Regime Condition Class (FRCC)

DESCRIPTION: Fire Regime Condition Class is a tool developed to evaluate current against
natural landscape characteristics with respect to vegetation-fuel composition and structure, fire
frequency, fire severity, and other disturbances.

DEFINITIONS: Fire Regime is the composite result of fire frequency, fire severity, and other
disturbances. It describes the type of fire that naturally occurred on the landscape.

Fire Regime Fire Frequency Fire Severity
I 0-35 years Low severity
II 0-35 years Stand-replacement severity
I11 35-200 years Mixed severity
v 35-200 years Stand-replacement severity
\% 200+ years Stand-replacement severity

e Fire frequency is the average number of years between fires.
e Fire severity is the effect of fire on the dominant over story vegetation.

64



Historic Fire Regime Map

Historic Fire Regime Map

Reference: N
Pine County Wildland Historic Fire Regimes A
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9. Fire Hazard

The wind events of July 2011 in Pine County resulted in a significant change in fuel bed
characteristics across the landscape. Crown fuels that were previously available for burning only
during periods of extreme fire danger are now on the ground and available for ignition under
more moderate conditions. Surface fire intensity will increase dramatically, making suppression
difficult and more dangerous. Open areas of blowdown will be more exposed to wind compared
to intact timber stands, increasing surface fire rate of spread and the potential for large fire
growth. Even areas that are salvaged will see an increase in surface fuel loads due to large
amounts of slash that will likely remain on site.

Following are comparisons of fuel loads for representative forest types taken from the
FCCS (Fuels Characteristics Classification System) developed by the Fire and Fuels Application
Team (FERA) of the Pacific Wildland Fire Sciences Laboratory:

Fuel bed type Lanopy \?Ve:gdy
Fuel Load b

Intact Red Pine Plantation 14 tanducre 10

(40-50 years, thinned about 10 years ago) tons/acre

Intact Boreal Mixed Forest AR (it 6.6

(20 to 70 year old mixed Aspen, Birch, Balsam, Spruce, Pine) tons/acre

Intact Aspen/Birch 4 tetislncre 8.5

(less than 60 years old) tons/acre

Hardwood Slash 03 Spialaced 2.1

(1 to 2 year old clearcut) : tons/acre

Blowdown Red/White Pine 50

(Old growth, similar to conditions after the 1999 BWCA 12 tons/acre

blowdown) tons/acre

The fuel bed types above are only examples; loading will vary widely depending on
individual stand characteristics. But this illustrates the fact that canopy fuels that are now on the
ground will significantly increase surface fuel loading. This increase in available surface fuels
will correspondingly elevate potential fire behavior. Wildfire will also become more of a
concern during marginal fire weather periods because of the increased amounts of cured fuels
available to support fire spread, essentially increasing the length and severity of fire season.
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Following are fire behavior model outputs illustrating potential rate of spread and fire
intensity of intact timber stands and blowdown/slash.

Springtime conditions Summer conditions
(cured live vegetation)* (green vegetation)**
> Head fire flame Head fire flame

Fuel Model Rate of spread length Rate of spread length
Long-needle
Litter (TLS) 2 ch./hr. 2 ft. 1 ch./hr. 1 ft.
Moderate Load
Timber-Grass- 7 ch./hr. 4 ft. 2 ch./hr. 1 ft.
Shrub (TU3)
(“fgferate Slash 12 ch/hr. 8 f. 10 ch./hr. 7ft.
High Load
Blowdown (SB4) 46 ch./hr. 12 ft. 38 ch./hr. 10 ft.
i 50 ch./hr. 25 fi.+ 24 ch./hr. 16 fi+
model

Outputs assume a 20 foot wind speed of 6 mph.

*Spring outputs are based on moisture scenario D2L1, Low Dead/ Fully Cured Herb (6, 7, 8, 30,
60)

**Summer outputs are based on moisture scenario D3L4, Moderate Dead, Green Herb
(9,10,11,120,150)

Based on the model outputs shown above, rates of spread in blowdown/slash may
increase 5 to 20 times that of intact standing timber. Fire intensity in slash/blowdown fires will
be 10 to 20 times higher than surface fire intensity in standing timber. Fires that can easily be
suppressed with hose lays and hand tools in intact timber will require the addition of heavy
equipment and aircraft in blow down stands due to the very high intensities.

As fires become established in blowdown and slash, the very high intensity can create
strong convection columns which allow the fire to gain momentum independently of local
weather influences. Large fire growth will become a possibility if such plume domination
occurs. As the Pagami Creek fire showed in the summer of 2011, when the power of the fire
exceeds that of the local weather influences, fire behavior becomes unpredictable. Fire in
adjacent areas of standing timber that would normally burn with low to moderate intensity can
exhibit extreme rates of spread and intensity when the fire environment becomes plume
dominated.
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10. Seasonal weather patterns affecting fire behavior

Fire Danger changes with the seasons in MN. While there have been wildfires in every
month of the year, April has the most occurrence but Pine County’s largest fires have occurred in
the fall. After the snow melt occurs in late March, fine dead fuels (upland and lowland grasses)
are exposed and easily ignitable. These spring fires are typically not too intense but do move
quickly and have larger flame lengths at the head, especially in lowland grasses like cattails. In
mid to late May, when the fine fuels begin to grow, drawing up moisture (referred to as “spring
green up”’) the danger of grass fires drop significantly. On the other hand, this is when conifers
are at their most flammable state during the year. In late spring, when conifers are pushing out
their new growth (called “candling” since they look like candles at the end of the branches), all
of the trees energy and moisture are put into this effort leaving the rest of the tree extremely dry.

As the summer continues, larger diameter fuels (logs on the ground) typically dry out
from their saturated state in the spring from the snow covering, to potentially quite dry by the
end of summer. With higher humidity’s in the summer, it typically isn’t until September that fire
activity will pick up a bit in droughty conditions. At this point of the season, the larger fuels are
dry and receptive to flames. After a hard freeze occurs in the fall killing the finer grasses, all
fuels are typically ready to burn. Fires during this time of the year may move a bit slower than
the regular spring grass fires but they typically burn more intensely and require more effort to
extinguish.

In the blowdown area, the fire danger will be elevated throughout most of the snow free
season. Because most of the trees that tipped over or snapped off are not on the ground, they will
dry more quickly as they don’t have contact with the ground moisture. Since the storm happened
during the growing season with leaves on, those leaves continued to pull moisture from the main
tree accelerating the rate and extent of drying out the larger diameter fuel. And looking into the
following growing seasons, grasses will fill in with the newly created openings which will help
to carry fire quickly under the highly flammable larger fuels.
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X. Emergency Operations:
1. Protection Capabilities*

Suppression activities are governed by documents such as the Interagency Agreement for
the Minnesota Interagency Fire Center, the MN-DNR Fire Suppression Handbook, National
Interagency Mobilization Guide, Eastern Area Interagency Mobilization Guide, National
Wildfire Coordinating Group, International Border Agreement Operating Guidelines for
Wildfires in the Common Zone, the Governors Executive Order, Fire Line Hand Book, and the
MNICS Mobilization Plan. These plans and handbooks guide our suppression actions whenever
a fire is detected.

Minnesota land management agencies (MNICS) have Preparedness Plans which
addresses propositioning of resources, fuels assessment and reductions, fire prevention,
communications infrastructure and fire coordination. These preparedness plans are also
supported by aviation plans. Members of the Minnesota Incident Command System (MNICS)
have also entered into an agreement with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources concerning
wildfire response along the US-Canadian border.

Interagency Agreement R9-9-96-1A-46 (MIFC Agreement) speaks to the purpose of
providing effective and economical protection of life and property. An Operating Plan outlines
cooperative fire suppression between the Minnesota DNR Forestry and the National Forest on
intermingled lands. It identifies zones of protection within intermingled lands where an
individual agency provides fire suppression response on all lands.

Despite massive changes in fire suppression demands, due to a changed landscape and
fuel conditions; these zone agreements will be maintained. Incidents are supported by expanded
interagency resources, stronger communication, and as necessary a unified command structure to
address wildfire incidents.

2. 2. Local Inventory of Fire Protection Resources*
Wildfire response resources located within Pine County.
*See each individual community profile for structural fire department protection
capabilities
A. Current Inventory

¢ One, Aerial Detection Platform: Typically using a small airplane, the Detection
route is flown during prime burning periods on days of moderate or greater fire
danger. Once a smoke is detected, the spotter reports a size-up of the fire to
dispatch, recommends response, aids ground resources in locating the fire and
serves as a lookout when appropriate.

e One, Type 3 Helicopter: This is a smaller helicopter capable of picking up and
dropping 90 gallons of water from almost any water source. This aircraft is based
out of Sandstone or Hinckley annually on a 42-day contract. This contract is
typically April through mid-May with options to call-when-needed during the rest
of the season.

e Six, Type 6 Engines: DNR’s primary response vehicle, a one-ton 4WD pickup
with a 200 gallon slip-on unit; most have foam capabilities.
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e Two, small tracked vehicles (J-5’s) with prime movers: The J-5 is a tracked
vehicle equipped with ~100 gallon tanks and foam capabilities. These are
essential for initial attack in Pine Co. given their maneuverability in lowland and
wooded areas. Each unit is pulled by a Type 6 utility engine which carries a mini-
cache of items.

e One, larger tracked vehicle (Muskeg or J-7) with prime mover: The Muskeg
tracked vehicle carries 400 gallons and has room for supplies. It is pulled by a
Type 4 engine that has an 800 gallon tank and mini-cache of supplies.

B. Proposed Additional Fire Protection Resources

Based on a changed forest condition due to July 2011 blowdown events,
firefighting tactics will need to be altered from recent practices due to the
increased fuel-loading and how the fuels are distributed across the landscape.
Therefore, the BIA and DNR identified the need for expanded initial attack
resources. The following suppression resources are proposed:

e One, DNR owned and operated Dozer: Heavy equipment will be essential and
while private contractors will be relied upon heavily, for safety purposes, it is felt
that a professional wildland firefighter should be taking the lead on incidents.
This dozer is an item already owned by the state that will simply be relocated to
Pine County.

e One, Type 3 “Intermediate” Helicopter: While this helicopter is technically a
Type 3, we will be looking for a helicopter with greater lift capacity and a bucket
size of ~140 gallons. This contract will also be a longer term one as the change in
fuels will result in a longer fire season.

e One, Type 2 Helicopter on a call-when-needed contract: This helicopter is
desired due to its greater lift capabilities and therefore larger bucket, ~300
gallons. Because of the larger fuels that are on the ground, it is anticipated that
more water will be needed to extinguish fires that are going in these fuels.

e One, Type 6 Engine for Tribal response: The Mille Lacs Band has quite a bit of
ownership within Pine County but their nearest resources are on the west side of
Mille Lacs Lake. While an Agreement is in place for DNR to respond initially on
Tribal lands, fires are ultimately under the control of the Tribe. Having an engine
in Pine County would greatly improve the response time of the Tribe and assist
local resources in navigating lands that Tribal members know better than any
other responders.

e Increased trained Personnel: To meet the increased staffing level which will be
required during this time period, the DNR is looking to hire seasonal employees.
Currently the State relies on Smokechasers which are casual hires with no
guarantee of time. As a result, these folks find more secure employment when it
arises. Like Fire Departments, agencies are left short-staffed particularly during
the weekdays. This addition will guarantee qualified personnel are available
when necessary to maintain safe working operations.
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3. Statewide Inventory of Fire Protection Resources*

While there are more resources than can be listed in this document, below are some
crucial items that are available to Pine County in the event of a wildfire. Response times
of these resources are anywhere from 30 minutes to a couple days. As well as the items
listed below, the USFS Region 9 Fire cache is located in Grand Rapids, MN, a 2 hour
drive and has a great amount of ground supplies.

Two, CL-215 Aircraft: These water scooping aircraft are capable of dropping up to
1,400 gallons of water, foam injected water, or retardant at one time. They can scoop
water from nearby lakes shortening response times. The Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources owns two CL-215’s. These aircraft are normally stationed in Ely,
Bemidji, Brainerd and Hibbing depending on fire danger. Contract durations can also
vary depending on fire danger.

Conventional water or retardant delivery aircraft: These aircraft are dispatched
based on national priority at the time an order is placed.

One, Type 1 Helicopter: This is a large helicopter capable of dropping 2,000 gallons of
water per drop. It draws water from nearby sources ensuring a short turnaround time.
This helicopter, a USFS contract based in Ely, is normally available mid May through
June.

Seven, Type 3 Helicopters: These aircraft are based around the state with the closest
ones typically in Princeton and Cloquet. These 42-day contracts are typically April
through mid-May with options to call-when-needed during the rest of the season.

Two, Air Attack Platforms: A small aircraft used to coordinate all aerial operations
over an incident. It is also used to guide aerial water or retardant delivery on the fire.

This aircraft is typically staged with the CL-215’s as it is required to accompany them
when they are working on a fire.

Hand Crews: Crews of this type are available through the MNICS organization. They
come from throughout Minnesota and are dispatched or prepositioned as fire danger
increases.

Type 4/6 Engines: Engines of this type are available through the MNICS organization.
They come from throughout Minnesota and are dispatched or prepositioned to areas as
fire danger increases. These are midsize wildland engines that carry a crew of three and
up to 800 gallons of water.

Two, Cache Vans: Ryder type trucks stocked with equipment and supplies that improve
local area fire response capabilities. These trucks can be ordered and propositioned as
needed.
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XII. Mitigation Action Plan

1. Plan Implementation, Coordinating Group

Implementation of the Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan will continue as
a collaborative effort. To facilitate continued collaboration during implementation; a
Coordinating Group representing a variety of stakeholders was established. This Coordinating
Group met monthly to define, plan and implement the specific mitigating measures (needed)
within the eleven WUI areas. The Coordinating Group is also responsible for yearly revisions
and updates to the Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan and continuous
documentation of completed projects.

Coordinating Group Members: The core Coordinating Group is composed of a Pine
County Emergency Management representative, the Pine County Sheriff, Department of Natural
Resources representatives, one Pine County Fire Mutual representative, one Mille Lacs Band of
Ojibwe fire representative, a “Firewise” representative.

Adhoc Coordinating Group Members: On a project specific basis, various technical
specialists will be added to the coordination group to help facilitate planning and implementation
processes. Adhoc group members may include local fire department members, members of the
local citizenry and lake associations, emergency management personnel, biologists,
siviculturalists, botanists, fuels and fire specialists, environmental representatives, and others on
an as needed basis. These people will serve as temporary consultants or advisors to the team.

The current “Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan” Coordinating Group is
composed of:

Pine County Sheriff,

Pine County Emergency Management,

Department of Natural Resources,

Pine County Fire Chiefs; representing the Mutual Aid Association,

“Firewise” Representative,

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe,

Members of the public can reach the Coordination group through Pine County Emergency
Management, 320-629-8380.

The Coordination group will focus on the three top Wildland/Urban Interface (WUI)
priority areas listed in the plan, but will consider additional projects as priorities require. The
team will set standards for implementation of fuels reduction and hazard mitigation projects
within each of the WUT areas. As the team moves toward plan implementation, community
involvement will be escalated to ensure needs of the local community are incorporated in the
planning, development and execution of projects within any given Wildland/ Urban Interface
area.

Implementation of all fuels reduction and hazard mitigation projects will follow state,
federal and county land management policies and procedures.

73



As the team looks towards a specific WUI, their first step will be to go to the pages in the
plan that outline each community, these community descriptions were developed by a broad
based community group. The following areas were addressed in general and these subjects along
with others will be addressed in more specificity as individual implementation projects are
designed. Areas to be addressed include: access; fuels and fire hazard; fire regime and condition
class; vegetation treatments; rare habitats; watersheds; biodiversity; infrastructure risks;
community values; recreation economics; businesses; preparedness capabilities; fire prevention
and “firewise” activities

Project decisions for implementation will be made on a case by case basis specific to
each WUI area. The plan is that each representative Coordination Group member will bring
specific information back to their representative groups and agencies (that they represent) to
make sure all stakeholders are informed. Throughout the planning process, Coordination Group
members will also seek information and feedback from the public to ensure the best possible
actions occur in support of the community.

The development of the “Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan” has built
closer relationships between communities, fire departments, the county, state and tribal partners.
This cohesive team effort has sparked new ideas and concepts for furthering the community
Wildfire protection planning process.

The ideas developed in this planning process have further enhanced the capabilities for
all hazard and risk planning. In the event of a hazard situation, all entities within the county will
be better prepared to work with one another to best meet the needs of local citizens.

2. Current Activities and Projects.

Based on community efforts and hazard risk assessments (page 52), three top priority
Wildland/Urban Interface areas were selected. Priority areas to be addressed are:
Duxbury/Danbury/Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe; Hinckley Area; and Willow River. Community
members wishing to comment and give suggestions for actions in the WUI areas listed above
should contact the Pine County CWPP Coordinating Group.

3. Fire Prevention and Education (Community Outreach)

Humans cause Ninety percent of Wildfires in Minnesota, twenty percent of these are
suspected arson, with the remainder started through unintentional means, such as unattended
campfires, pile burning or sparks from trains. Efforts to decrease the numbers of human caused
wildfires have had a noticeable effect on the number of wildfires in the state. As an example, a
thirty five percent decrease in wildfires has been recorded since the Department of Natural
Resources instituted spring burning restrictions.

Historically, Minnesota has recorded fewer fires and smaller acreages burned than in the
early part of the century due to prevention strategies and quicker response time. Today, urban
interface issues; insect and disease; and the blowdown in the east central portion of the state
continue to be some of the most pressing fire hazard concerns local fire management officers are
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dealing with. Fire management personnel have been working to help landowners mitigate this

danger.

To accomplish prevention goals, a combination of strategies will be used. These strategies
include education, engineering, and enforcement.

A brief description of each strategy:

Education: Activities aimed at changing people’s behavior by awareness and
knowledge.

Engineering: Activities designed to shield an ignition source (ex. spark arrestor)
or remove the fuel which may ignite from a spark or fire brand (ex. defensible
space around a home).

Enforcement: Activities used to gain compliance with fire regulations and
ordinances.

1. Prevention Goals:

Reduce human-caused wildfires throughout Pine County.
Provide a continuing fire prevention and education programs.
Work with communities to coordinate “Firewise” activities within the County.

2. Key Prevention Actions:

Identify and update successful education programs to promote the fire prevention
message.

Encourage fire prevention messages at local community celebrations and events.

Community member participation at local events is a good way to spread the fire
prevention message.

Keep fire prevention messages in schools focusing on grades K-2 for Smokey Bear
Programs, grades 3-6 for Good Fire Bad Fire messages and “Firewise” messages in
secondary school. Coordinate school visits so all the schools are visited by a
representative on an annual basis.

Promote “Firewise” at the local level. Work with Pine County fire departments and
landowners concerning “Firewise”, and what can be done to improve defensible space.

Share “Firewise” information with homeowners.

Develop and use age appropriate fire prevention themes that address fire issues in Pine
County.

Provide the public alternatives to debris burning such as recycling and composting
materials.

Educate the public on burning permit requirements, safe burning techniques, weather
conditions, and fire use.
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e Foster public, interagency and interdisciplinary cooperation when identifying and
developing hazardous fuels mitigation measures.

e Work with communities on pilot projects such as brush disposal sites or starting a burn

barrel amnesty program.

e Reduce the number of wildfires caused by burning barrels and unattended campfires.
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APPENDIX:

A. Fire Department Contact Numbers

Department Name Day Phone

Askov Pete Watrin 320-216-5340
Brook Park Wayne Whited 320-358-0453
Bruno Steve Nelson 320-838-3166
Duxbury Mike McCullen 320-245-5494
Finlayson Robby Fischer 320-216-4221
Hinckley Kelly O'Donovan 320-384-7652
Kerrick Mike Trierweiler 218-485-4433
Pine City Tom Miller 320-980-5797
Sandstone Ross Degerstrom 320-279-0353
Sturgeon Lake Mike Mikrot 218-658-4601
Willow River Tim Prachar 218-372-3825

B. Emergency Contacts Pine County Sheriff

911
Non emergency 320-629-8380

C. Grants and Funding

Congress has provided increased funding assistance to states through the USDA Forest
Service State and Private Forestry programs since 2001.  The focus of much of this additional
funding was mitigating risk in Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) areas. State Fire Assistance
(SFA) funding is available and awarded through a competitive process with emphasis on hazard
fuel reduction, information and education, and community and homeowner action. This portion
of the National Fire Plan was developed to assist interface communities manage the unique
hazards they find around them. Long-term solutions to interface challenges require informing
and educating people who live in these areas about what they and their local organizations can do
to mitigate these hazards.

The 10-Year Comprehensive Strategy focuses on assisting people and communities in the
WUI to moderate the threat of catastrophic fire through the four broad goals of improving
prevention and suppression, reducing hazardous fuels, restoring fire-adapted ecosystems, and
promoting community assistance. The Wildland Urban Interface Grant may be used to apply for
financial assistance towards hazardous fuels and educational projects within the following four
goals.

Goal #1 — Improve Prevention in the Interface: Expand outreach and education about
wildfire prevention in the interface through the use of programs such as Firewise in order to
reduce the risks to homes and private property. Homeowners and local governments bear much
of the responsibility for improving the defensibility of homes in the interface but may lack the
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knowledge and information regarding what needs to be done and how to accomplish it.
Additionally, they may lack the experience and expertise to deliver educational outreach
programs to individuals and communities. States can provide the leadership needed to
coordinate, develop and distribute educational materials and the partnering between
homeowners, communities, insurance companies and government agencies.

Examples of projects that qualify (not all inclusive):
e Firewise or similar programs
e Living with Fire newspaper inserts
e Fire education such as Project Learning Tree
e Pamphlets, brochures, handouts

Goal #2 — Reduce Hazardous Fuels: Fuel reduction projects and vegetation treatments
have been identified as a means of mitigating wildfire hazards. These are projects that remove or
modify fuels in and/or adjacent to WUI development. Effective fuels mitigation treatments can
be implemented across jurisdictional boundaries, on adjoining private lands, or within the
respective communities. The states can facilitate the required coordination, collaboration, and
partnering of these projects. Projects of this type include fuel breaks, thinning, pruning,
landscape modifications, etc. The overall purpose is to modify or break up the fuels in such a
way as to lesson catastrophic fire and its threat to public and firefighter safety and damage to
property. Project proposals should consider all elements required to implement treatments on the
ground, which includes acquiring the necessary permits and consultations needed to complete
plans and assessments.

Examples of projects that qualify (not all inclusive):

Defensible space around homes and structures

Shaded fuel breaks

Fuels reduction beyond defensible space

Removal of slash including piling and burning; mulching; grinding; etc.
Prescribed fire

Goal #3 — Restore Fire-adapted Ecosystems: Millions of acres of forest and rangeland face
high risks of catastrophic fire due to deteriorating ecosystems health and drought. One way to
prevent future large, catastrophic wildfires from threatening communities is by carrying out
appropriate treatments (such as prescribed burning or thinning) to restore and rehabilitate forest
and grassland health in and adjacent to the WUIL. Such treatments have reduced the severity of
wildfires, and may have additional desirable outcomes, such as providing sustainable
environmental, social and economic benefits. Projects require planning, consultation, design, and
sometimes contracting, and may take several years to implement completely. Monitoring and
evaluating effectiveness of treatments is usually necessary.

Examples of projects that qualify (not all inclusive):

Fuels reduction beyond defensible space

Removal of slash including piling and burning; mulching; grinding; etc.
Prescribed fire

Thinning

Promoting the establishment of native plants
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Goal #4 — Promote Community Assistance: Creating conditions in and around individual
structures that will limit the transmission of fire from wildland to structures is basic to reducing
the fire hazard in the Interface. This is a responsibility of homeowners and communities. The
states can facilitate these actions through safety inspections; demonstration projects; training and
education of homeowners, officials and service personnel; fostering fire safe groups; and
coordination of projects, services, and supplies.

Examples of projects that do not qualify:
e Purchase of fire department equipment (try VFA grant program)
e Small business start-up funding
e Research and development projects (try Economic Action Program)
e Preparedness and suppression capacity building (other SFA funds)

Examples of projects that qualify (not all inclusive):
e Homeowner-association sponsored fuels reduction projects

States are encouraged to identify local needs and submit proposals using one or a
combination of these grant focus elements. Needs in any community depend on local fuels,
topography, organization, public knowledge of the issues, and the will to address the issues?

Examples of Projects that DO NOT Qualify (not all inclusive):
e Municipal, fire district, county coordination of slash disposal Multi-jurisdictional hazard
reduction projects

Funding Parameters: Each grant request will be limited to a maximum of $500,000. No state will
receive more than 15% of the funds available in the west. At least 25% of all available grant
funds must be awarded to new projects.

Applications will be screened for eligibility based on:
1) A 50/50 match. This means that the allocated grant amount must be matched in full by
the recipient using a non-federal source. This matching share can be either soft match
(which includes training, donated time, etc.) and/or hard match (which is actual dollars
spent other than grant funds within the specified scope of work.)

2) Meeting the Hazard Mitigation Criteria in one or more of the following areas: a) Fuels:
Recipients may facilitate and implement mitigating fuel treatments in or adjacent to
identified fire prone communities to reduce the threat of wildfire to communities. This
can be conducted across jurisdictional boundaries, on adjoining private lands, or within
respective communities, including all components necessary to plan and implement the
project. b) Education: Recipients can provide leadership to coordinate, develop, and
distribute wildland urban interface education programs in association with insurance
companies, communities, local government agencies, and other partners. Informational
and educational programs must target prevention and miti gation of loss. Programs should
lead to the use or establishment of one or more fire program elements such as fires safety
codes, implementation of Firewise safety practices, fuels treatments within fire prone
communities, or community planning to define fire safe actions suited to the local
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ecosystem. ¢) Planning: Priority will be given to those activities that tie back to an
established community fire plan. Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP’s) are
created by local developments and may address issues such as wildfire response, hazard
mitigation, community preparedness, or structure protection-or all of the above. The
process of developing these plans can help a community clarify and refine its priorities
for the protection of life, property, and critical infrastructure in the wildland-urban
interface.

Eligible applications will then be scored based upon:
1) Is this project doable? (time, goals, etc.)
2) Is this project measurable? (# of acres treated, # of education/outreach programs, etc.)
3) Is the applicant clearly showing collaborative elements and partners? (Confidence
level)
4) Is this project implemented from an existing community plan or is the request to
develop the plan? 5) Is the applicant clearly showing future maintenance for this project?

Application Due Dates:
The standard application form for 2006 must be used.

This deadline applies to prioritized applications from the states. Each state should set its
own internal deadlines for its cooperators, partners, and client’s applications so they may be
reviewed and prioritized at the state level before submission.

D. Glossary

Crown fire: A fire advancing from top to top of trees or shrubs more or less independent of a
surface fire.

ISO: Insurance Services Office — ISO collects information on a community’s public fire
protection and analyzes the data using our Fire Protection Rating Schedule. It then assigns a
Public Protection Classification from 1-10. Class one represents the best public protection and
class 10 indicates less than the minimum recognized protection.

Interface Community: The Interface Community exists where structures directly abut
Wildland fuels. There is a clear line of demarcation between Wildland fuels and residential,
business, and public structures. Wildland fuels do not generally continue into the developed
area. The development density for an interface community is usually 3 or more structures per
acre, with shared municipal services. Fire protection is generally provided by a local fire
department with the responsibility to protect the structure from both an interior fire and an
advancing Wildland fire.

Intermix Community: The Intermix Community exists where structures are scattered
throughout a wildland area. There is no clear line of demarcation; Wildland fuels are continuous
outside of and within the developed area. The development density in intermix ranges from
structures very close together to one structure per 40 acres. Local fire departments and/or
districts normally provide life and property fire protection and may also have Wildland fire
protection responsibilities.
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Occluded Interface: The Occluded Community generally exists in a situation, often within a
city, where structures abut an island of Wildland fuels (e.g., park or open space). There is a clear
line of demarcation between structures and Wildland fuels. The development density for an
occluded community is usually similar to those found in the interface community, but the
occluded area is usually less than 1,000 acres in size. Fire protection is normally provided by
local fire departments.

Rural Interface: The Rural Interface Community exists in a situation where scattered small
clusters of structures (ranches, farms, resorts, or summer cabins) are exposed to Wildland fuels.
There may be miles between these clusters.

NWCG — National Wildfire Coordinating Group — a federal interagency group comprised of
those federal agencies with land management and fire management responsibilities.

Preparedness: (1) Condition or degree of being ready to cope with a potential fire situation. (2)
Mental readiness to recognize changes in fire danger and act promptly when action is
appropriate.

Response: Movement of an individual fire fighting resource from its assigned standby location
to another location or to an incident in reaction to dispatch orders or to a reported alarm.

RFD: Rural fire department or district — An organization established to provide fire protection to
a designated geographical area outside of areas under municipal fire protection. Usually has
some taxing authority and officials may be appointed or elected.

Risk: The chance of fire starting from any cause.

Suppression: The most aggressive fire protection strategy, it leads to the total extinguishment of
a fire.

Surface fire: A fire that consumes fuels lying on or near the surface of the ground, including leaf
and needle litter, dead branch material, downed logs, bark, tree cones, and low stature living
plants.

Urban Interface: Where wildland fuels threaten to ignite combustible homes and structures
located there.

VFD: Volunteer fire department — A fire department of which some or all members are unpaid.

Wildland: An area in which development is essentially non-existent, except for roads, railroads,
power lines, and similar transportation facilities. Structures, if any are widely scattered.

Wildland fire: Any fire occurring on the wildlands, regardless of ignition source, damages or
benefits.

Wildland fuels: Trees, brush and other vegetative materials.

Wildland Urban Interface - An area where wildland fuels threaten to ignite combustible homes
and structures.
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E. Website Information
aa. Fire Information Resources on the Web:
Pine County Community Wildfire Protection Plan: www.co.Pine.mn.us
Local Fire Information: www.mnics.org OR
www.dnr.state.mn.us and search “blowdown”
Healthy Forest Initiative Implementation Guide:
www.fs.fed.us/projects/hfi/field-guide/
Communities at Risk Field Guide:
www.stateforesters.org/reports’' COMMUNITIES AT RISKFG.pdf
The National Fire Plan: www.fireplan.gov
Fire Safe Councils: www.firesafecouncil.org
Firewise: www.firewise.org
Firewise Minnesota: www.dnr.state.mn.us/firewise/index.html .
National Association of State Fire Marshals: www.firemarshals.org
Federal Emergency Management Agency: www.fema.gov
http://www.ncrs.fs.fed.us/research/default.asp#fire
http://www fs.fed.us/eacc/predictive_services/index.shtml
http://silvis.forest.wisc.edu/projects/WUI Main.asp
http://wui.forest.wisc.edu/website/wui/viewer.htm

For localized information about Minnesota fire activity and fire conditions log onto
www.mnics.org. This interagency website contains state and national daily wildfire situation
updates, wildfire location maps, fire weather forecasts, National Weather Service homepages,
statewide fire danger ratings.

bb. Grant Information websites:
Northeastern Area, State and Private Forestry
www.na.fs.fed.us
Northeastern Area, State and Private Forestry St. Paul Field Office (assisting
[llinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Wisconsin)
www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/
St. Paul Field Office staff directory:
www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/staft/staffdir/who.htm www.firewise.org
www.dnr.state.mn.us/firewise/index.htl

F. Mitigation Tools

Individual WUI Community mitigation and protection priorities will be addressed during

plan implementation. The following is a list of fire protection and mitigation tools that the
communities and coordination group can use to implement this plan.

* “Firewise” Assessments: Predetermined evaluation factors designed to assess potential

hazards and risk to a homeowners structures.

e Improve ingress/egress: Improve road, approach and turn around capabilities for

responding emergency vehicles such as structural fire engines and ambulances to provide

better protection capabilities and evacuation procedures the community and the public.
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Dry Hydrants: A permanent pipe connected to a water source other than a piped,
pressurized water supply system that provides a water supply for firefighting utilizing the
suction capability of fire engines.

Homeowner “Firewise” mitigation measures: Homeowner actions to moderate the fire
hazard or risk.

Sprinkler systems: Water systems set up by homeowners or fire agencies to wet
structures or slow down the fire behavior of an approaching fire.

Prescribed burning: Controlled application of fire to wildland fuels in either their
natural or modified state, under specified environmental conditions, which allows the fire
to be confined to a predetermined area, and to produce the fire behavior and fire
characteristics required to attain preplanned fire treatment and resource management
objectives.

“Firewise” communities: Communities completing the designated projects and
receiving designation under the “Firewise” community program.

Chipper Days: A day or two is arranged for neighborhoods needing brush clearance.
Green waste is collected chipped and recycled after homeowners have cleared their own
brush.

Harvesting/Thinning: The removal or pruning of strategic trees within pine stands to
reduce the density of ladder fuels, provide fuel breaks, or reduce the potential of a crown
fires. This can be done by selective cut, partial cut, and/or clear cutting.

Crushing: A mechanical means of grinding/chopping vegetative materials to reduce fuel
loading or build-up.

Biomass removal: The reduction of fuels through cutting, piling and bundling
(previously considered) noncommercial small diameter wood for possible commercial
use.

Pile and Burn: Flammable fuels are piled, and then burned when conditions are
appropriate. This treatment is appropriate where there is not enough merchantable timber
to harvest, too much dead and down fuel to broadcast burn, or near private property
where structures are present.

Under burn: A low fire intensity fire that burns beneath the canopy of a live timber
stand. The fire removes ladder fuels that could spread fire from ground fuels into the
crown of standing live timber. The under story materials to be removed include small
down, dead, woody material. This may prevent a subsequent wildfire from spreading
into tree crowns causing over story mortality. Under burns kill shrubs and most young
trees that compete with over story canopy vegetation. Some live trees are burned during
under story burns, but the main objective is to maintain the forest cover. Following the
burn, the stand is a forest that is open underneath.
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o Patch Burn: Patches of combustible materials are ignited within a larger treatment area.
Only individual patches are burned within the larger area. Fire may spread outside of the
patches to the surrounding area, but the surrounding area is not directly ignited.
Following the burn, the landscape would consist of small burned areas amongst live
vegetation patches.

Infrastructure info

Interstate 35

State Highway 18 serves as an east-west route between Brainerd, Garrison, Mille Lacs Lake, and
Finlayson in east-central Minnesota. The route passes around the north end of Mille Lacs Lake,
which is a popular fishing and recreational destination in Minnesota.

The section of Highway 18 from Brainerd to Garrison is officially designated the POW / MIA
Memorial Highway. A section of U.S. Highway 169 in Minnesota also takes on this same
memorial name designation.

Highway 18 passes through the Wealthwood State Forest in Aitkin County.

Banning State Park is located east of the junction of Highways 18 and 23; opposite the [-35
freeway near Askov and Sandstone.

Minnesota State Highway 23

MN 23 directly serves Pipestone, Marshall, Granite Falls, Willmar, Paynesville, Cold Spring, St.
Cloud, Hinckley, Sandstone, and Duluth.

Portions of MN 23 that have been upgraded to a four-lane expressway include approximately 9
miles (14 km) in the Marshall area in addition to longer stretches between Willmar and New
London, and between Richmond and Waite Park (St. Cloud). For a majority of the Willmar area,
Highway 23 runs concurrently with U.S. Highway 71 (US 71), which includes a freeway bypass
of the city. MN 23 crosses the Minnesota River at Granite Falls, and the Mississippi River in St.
Cloud, over the Granite City Crossing bridge.

Minnesota State Highway 48

State Highway 48 serves as an east-west route between Hinckley, Cloverdale, and Danbury, W1.
Highway 48 crosses the Grindstone River on the eastern edge of Hinckley. The route crosses the
Kettle River in Barry Township near Hinckley. The eastern terminus of Highway 48 is at the St.
Croix River, where the route becomes Wisconsin Highway 77 upon crossing the river.

St. Croix State Park is located 15 miles east of Hinckley on Highway 48, then 5 miles south on
County Road 22. The St. Croix State Forest is located east of Cloverdale near the route.

Camp Nathanael is located 16 miles (26 km) east of Hinckley on Highway 48.

Highway 48 is also known as Fire Monument Road in the city of Hinckley.

The route provides major access to Grand Casino Hinckley.

The route is legally defined as Legislative Route 195 in the Minnesota Statutes.[2] It is not
marked with this number.
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Minnesota State Highway 70

Highway 70 serves as an east—west route between Mora, Brunswick, Rock Creek, and
Grantsburg, W1.

The route has an interchange with Interstate 35 at the city of Rock Creek.

Highway 70 in Minnesota is a narrow roadway. The connecting route in Wisconsin, Wisconsin
Highway 70, is a wide roadway with large shoulders. Highway 70 in Minnesota carries a great
amount of recreational traffic to Wisconsin, as Twin Cities residents try to avoid nearby U.S.
Highway 8, which is often a traffic congested route.

Minnesota State Highway 107

Highway 107 serves as a north—south route between Braham, Grasston, Henriette, and Brook
Park. It is geographically located between the cities of Cambridge and Hinckley in east-central
Minnesota and parallels Interstate 35 and State Highway 65 throughout its route.

The route intersects State Highway 70 twice. Highway 107 and Highway 70 are concurrent for
two miles between Braham and Grasston.

Highway 107 is also known as Main Avenue in Braham.

The original part of the route is legally defined as Route 134 in the Minnesota Statutes.[3] The
southern portion is part of Minnesota Constitutional Route 5. It is not marked with either of these
numbers

Minnesota State Highway 123

Highway 123 serves as an east-west and north—south route between Sandstone and Askov in
east-central Minnesota.

The route changes direction to north—south in Sandstone Township and continues as north—south
to its northern terminus in Finlayson Township near Askov.

Highway 123 passes briefly through Banning State Park. The park entrance is located on nearby
Highway 23, east of Interstate 35 near Askov.

The route is legally defined as Route 185 in the Minnesota Statutes.[2] It is not marked with this
number.

Minnesota State Highway 361
Highway 361 serves as a north—south route in east-central Minnesota between Rush City and
Rock Creek. The route runs through Chisago and Pine counties. The roadway is also known as

4th Street on its east—west section in Rush City and as Forest Boulevard for the remainder of its
length to Rock Creek. Highway 361 parallels Interstate 35.
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PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

JEPS——

Requested Board Date: Consent Agenda (Please Circle)

March 19, 2013 \&Qg\ulg_r*ﬁgenda
Estimated Time: (Please Circle)
Time needed

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

Department Requesting Action:
Assessor w Z: z)w / |5

Debﬁ'm/qfﬁ/ﬁead Signature Date

Acknowledge and sign joint resolutions with flood affected cities and townships that any properties
acquired through the hazard mitigation programs that Pine County is administrating will become the
property of the city or township it is located in.

2012-5 Willow River City
2012-5A4 Sturgeon Lake City
2012-5B Rutledge City

2012-5C Kettle River Township
2012-5D Sturgeon Lake Township

Also, to update the board on the progress of the buy-out program.

Board Action Requested: (Attach additional pages if needed)
Acknowlege and sign resolutions

Supporting Documents: @ None




PINE COUNTY RESOLUTION REQUESTING
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP ACKLOWELDGEMENT
Resolution No.-2843-2 30l3- §

S:\AdministratorShare\Administrator\Flood2012\FloodMitigation(buyout)\township Resolutiondm.docx
WHEREAS, in June 2012 there was a significant rain event in Pine County which resulted in
flooding and resulted in Pine County being declared a federal disaster area; and

WHEREAS, Pine County (hereafter County) is willing to serve as the local unit of government and
administer certain federal and state mitigation programs within the boundaries of the city of Willow
River (hereafter City); and

WHEREAS, the mitigation programs are designed to purchase properties that are not suitable for
development and place them in public ownership for perpetuity.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED and agreed to between the parties

1.

Participation in the mitigation programs is voluntary on the part of the landowner and a
landowner may back out of the program at any time up to closing.

The City acknowledges that any property which is acquired through the hazard mitigation
programs is required to be in public ownership, and City is willing to take ownership of
parcels acquired within its corporate limits.

The programs require certain restrictions on the Property which will be described in the deed
and include:

a. Compatible uses. The property shall be dedicated and maintained in perpetuity as open
space for the conservation of natural floodplain functions. Such uses may include: parks for
outdoor recreational activities; wetlands management; nature reserves; cultivation; grazing;
camping (except where adequate warning time is not available to allow evacuation);
unimproved, unpaved parking lots; buffer zones; and other uses consistent with FEMA
guidance for open space acquisition, Hazard Mitigation Assistance, Requirements for
Property Acquisition and Relocation for Open Space.

b. Structures. No new structures or improvements shall be erected on the Property other than:

i. A public facility that is open on all sides and functionally related to a designated
open space or recreational use;

ii. A public rest room; or
iii. A structure that is compatible with open space and conserves the natural function
of the floodplain, including the uses described in Paragraph 3.a., above, and approved

by the FEMA Administrator in writing before construction of the structure begins.

Any improvements on the Property shall be in accordance with proper floodplain
management policies and practices. Structures built on the Property according to paragraph b.



of this section shall be flood-proofed or elevated to at least the base flood level plus 1 foot of
freeboard, or greater, if required by FEMA, or if required by any state, tribal, or local
ordinance, and in accordance with criteria established by the FEMA Administrator.

c. Disaster Assistance and Flood Insurance. No Federal entity or source may provide disaster
assistance for any purpose with respect to the Property, nor may any application for such
assistance be made to any federal entity or source. The Property is not eligible for coverage
under the NFIP for damage to structures on the property occurring after the date of the
property settlement, except for pre-existing structures being relocated off the property as a
result of the project, and;

4. The County shall pay for and manage staff to assist residents in applying for the mitigation
programs. This work will be done at no direct cost to City. City agrees to work with County in the
process, provide information, and approve and/or sign documents required to implement the program.

Adopted by City of (lew /Qumon is__ 4 day of\, ﬁ/mwwaj/;zom.

Vieki Whdtdneu s a0

Vicki Whitehouse, Mayor

ATTEST:

Lot blimd), Clorke

Connie Ecklund, Clerk

Adopted by the Pine County Board of Commissioners this day of , 2013.

Stephen M. Hallan, Chair

ATTEST:

David J. Minke, Clerk to the Board
County Administrator



RESOLUTION No. 2643-92 3013~ SA

A JOINT RESOLUTION BETWEEN PINE COUNTY AND

THE CITY OF STURGEON LAKE ACKNOWLEDGING PROPERTY OWNERSHIP

ACQUIRED THROUGH THE HAZARD MITAGATION PROGRAM

WHEREAS, in June 2012 there was a significant rain event in Pine County which resulted in
flooding and resulted in Pine County being declared a federal disaster area; and

WHEREAS, Pine County (hereafter County) is willing to serve as the local unit of government and
administer certain federal and state mitigation programs within the boundaries of the City of Sturgeon
Lake (hereafter City); and

WHEREAS, the mitigation programs are designed to purchase properties that are not suitable for
development and place them in public ownership for perpetuity.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED and agreed to between the parties

1.

Participation in the mitigation programs is voluntary on the part of the landowner and a
landowner may back out of the program at any time up to closing.

The City acknowledges that any property which is acquired through the hazard mitigation
programs is required to be in public ownership, and City is willing to take ownership of
parcels acquired within its corporate limits.

The programs require certain restrictions on the Property which will be described in the deed
and include:

a. Compatible uses. The property shall be dedicated and maintained in perpetuity as open
space for the conservation of natural floodplain functions. Such uses may include: parks for
outdoor recreational activities; wetlands management; nature reserves; cultivation; grazing;
camping (except where adequate warning time is not available to allow evacuation);
unimproved, unpaved parking lots; buffer zones; and other uses consistent with FEMA
guidance for open space acquisition, Hazard Mitigation Assistance, Requirements for
Property Acquisition and Relocation for Open Space.

b. Structures. No new structures or improvements shall be erected on the Property other than:

i. A public facility that is open on all sides and functionally related to a designated
open space or recreational use;

ii. A public rest room; or

iii. A structure that is compatible with open space and conserves the natural function
of the floodplain, including the uses described in Paragraph 3.a., above, and approved
by the FEMA Administrator in writing before construction of the structure begins.



Any improvements on the Property shall be in accordance with proper floodplain
management policies and practices. Structures built on the Property according to paragraph b.
of this section shall be flood-proofed or elevated to at least the base flood level plus 1 foot of
freeboard, or greater, if required by FEMA, or if required by any state, tribal, or local
ordinance, and in accordance with criteria established by the FEMA Administrator.

c. Disaster Assistance and Flood Insurance. No Federal entity or source may provide disaster
assistance for any purpose with respect to the Property, nor may any application for such
assistance be made to any federal entity or source. The Property is not eligible for coverage
under the NFIP for damage to structures on the property occurring after the date of the
property settlement, except for pre-existing structures being relocated off the property as a
result of the project, and;

4. The County shall pay for and manage staff to assist residents in applying for the mitigation

programs. This work will be done at no direct cost to City. City agrees to work with County in the
process, provide information, and approve and/or sign documents required to implement the program.

Adopted by City of Sturgeon Lake on this 7™ day of February, 2013.

D/ZOM S o /)éé%—p—-—

Thomas E. Helfman, Mayor

ATTEST:

KEEZM%M // Mz

beth Cisar, City Clérk

Adopted by the Pine County Board of Commissioners this day of , 2013.

Stephen M. Hallan, Chair

ATTEST:

David J. Minke, Clerk to the Board
County Administrator



PINE COUNTY RESOLUTION REQUESTING
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP ACKLOWELDGEMENT
Resolution No. 20432 20l3-56 |

S:\AdministratorShare\Administrator\Flood2012\FloodMitigation(buyout)\township Resolutiondm.docx
WHEREAS, in June 2012 there was a significant rain event in Pine County which resulted in
flooding and resulted in Pine County being declared a federal disaster area; and

WHEREAS, Pine County (hereafter County) is willing to serve as the local unit of government and
administer certain federal and state mitigation programs within the boundaries of the city of Rutledge
(hereafter City); and

WHEREAS, the mitigation programs are designed to purchase properties that are not suitable for
development and place them in public ownership for perpetuity.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED and agreed to between the parties

L.

Participation in the mitigation programs is voluntary on the part of the landowner and a
landowner may back out of the program at any time up to closing.

The City acknowledges that any property which is acquired through the hazard mitigation
programs is required to be in public ownership, and City is willing to take ownership of
parcels acquired within its corporate limits.

The programs require certain restrictions on the Property which will be described in the deed
and include:

a. Compatible uses. The property shall be dedicated and maintained in perpetuity as open
space for the conservation of natural floodplain functions. Such uses may include: parks for
outdoor recreational activities; wetlands management; nature reserves; cultivation; grazing;
camping (except where adequate warning time is not available to allow evacuation);
unimproved, unpaved parking lots; buffer zones; and other uses consistent with FEMA
guidance for open space acquisition, Hazard Mitigation Assistance, Requirements for
Property Acquisition and Relocation for Open Space.

b. Structures. No new structures or improvements shall be erected on the Property other than:

i. A public facility that is open on all sides and functionally related to a designated
open space or recreational use;

ii. A public rest room; or

iii. A structure that is compatible with open space and conserves the natural function
of the floodplain, including the uses described in Paragraph 3.a., above, and approved
by the FEMA Administrator in writing before construction of the structure begins.

Any improvements on the Property shall be in accordance with proper floodplain
management policies and practices. Structures built on the Property according to paragraph b.



of this section shall be flood-proofed or elevated to at least the base flood level plus 1 foot of
freeboard. or greater, if required by FEMA, or if required by any state, tribal, or local
ordinance, and in accordance with criteria established by the FEMA Administrator.

c. Disaster Assistance and Flood Insurance. No Federal entity or source may provide disaster
assistance for any purpose with respect to the Property, nor may any application for such
assistance be made to any federal entity or source. The Property is not eligible for coverage
under the NFIP for damage to structures on the property occurring after the date of the
property settlement, except for pre-existing structures being relocated off the property as a
result of the project, and,

4. The County shall pay for and manage staff to assist residents in applying for the mitigation

programs. This work will be done at no direct cost to City. City agrees to work with County in the
process, provide information, and approve and/or sign documents required to implement the program.

Adopted by City of g, )jj.e,c&%& on this fi—tb day of t€’~ b ua r#, 2013.

Richard Hon. ‘fVIayor

ATTEST:

%/M»«IQ) A na b e,

gfefte Hischer, Clerk

Adopted by the Pine County Board of Commissioners this day of . 2013.

Stephen M. Hallan, Chair

ATTEST:

David J. Minke, Clerk to the Board
County Administrator



PINE COUNTY RESOLUTION REQUESTING
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP ACKLOWELDGEMENT
Resolution No. 2043-210i3-%(_

WHEREAS, in June 2012 there was a significant rain event in Pine County which resulted in
flooding and resulted in Pine County being declared a federal disaster area; and

WHEREAS, Pine County (hereafter County) is willing to serve as the local unit of government
and administer certain federal and state mitigation programs within the boundaries of the
Township of Kettle River (hereafter Township); and

WHEREAS, the mitigation programs are designed to purchase properties that are not suitable
for development and place them in public ownership for perpetuity.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED and agreed to between the parties

Participation in the mitigation programs is voluntary on the part of the landowner and a
landowner may back out of the program at any time up to closing.

The Township acknowledges that any property which is acquired through the hazard
mitigation programs is required to be in public ownership, and Township is willing to
take ownership of parcels acquired within its corporate limits.

The programs require certain restrictions on the Property which will be described in the
deed and include:

a. Compatible uses. The property shall be dedicated and maintained in perpetuity as open
space for the conservation of natural floodplain functions. Such uses may include: parks
for outdoor recreational activities; wetlands management; nature reserves; cultivation;
grazing; camping (except where adequate warning time is not available to allow
evacuation); unimproved, unpaved parking lots; buffer zones; and other uses consistent
with FEMA guidance for open space acquisition, Hazard Mitigation Assistance,
Requirements for Property Acquisition and Relocation for Open Space.

b. Structures. No new structures or improvements shall be erected on the Property other
than:

i. A public facility that is open on all sides and functionally related to a designated
open space or recreational use;

ii. A public rest room; or

iii. A structure that is compatible with open space and conserves the natural
function of the floodplain, including the uses described in Paragraph 3.a., above,



and approved by the FEMA Administrator in writing before construction of the
structure begins.

Any improvements on the Property shall be in accordance with proper floodplain
management policies and practices. Structures built on the Property according to
paragraph b. of this section shall be flood-proofed or elevated to at least the base flood
level plus 1 foot of freeboard, or greater, if required by FEMA, or if required by any state,
tribal, or local ordinance, and in accordance with criteria established by the FEMA
Administrator.

c. Disaster Assistance and Flood Insurance. No Federal entity or source may provide
disaster assistance for any purpose with respect to the Property, nor may any application
for such assistance be made to any federal entity or source. The Property is not eligible
for coverage under the NFIP for damage to structures on the property occurring after the
date of the property settlement, except for pre-existing structures being relocated off the
property as a result of the project, and;

4. The County shall pay for and manage staff to assist residents in applying for the mitigation
programs. This work will be done at no direct cost to Township. Township agrees to work with
County in the process, provide information, and approve and/or sign documents required to
implement the program.

Adopted by Township ofW /?;6’% on this__ 2 y% day of /’TebﬂéﬁW/{, 2013.

Jﬁs Bonk, Chairman

ATTEST: /
Ann Mlaskoch, Clerk %
Adopted by the Pine County Board of Commissioners this day of ,2013.

Stephen M. Hallan, Chair

ATTEST:

David J. Minke, Clerk to the Board



PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

Requested Board Date:

March 19, 2013

Consent Agenda (Please Circle)

— /—\
Regular Agenda
Estimated Time: (Please Circle)
S min 10 Min. 15 Min.

Time needed

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

Department Requesting Action:

Assessor

VO— 2712

Department Head Signature " Dhte

Approve and sign contract with Kanabec County to provide assessing services from March 1, 2013 to

March 1, 2014.

Board Action Requested: (Attach additional pages if needed)

Approve and sign contact

—

-
Supporting Documents: @@ None




Contract for Assessor Services — Kanabec County/Pine County

WHEREAS, Kanabec County no longer has the services of an Assessor as outlined and required
in Minnesota State Statue 273.061 and

WHEREAS, Kanabec County desires to contract with Pine County for an Assessor in
accordance with said statute.

WHEREAS, Pine County is willing and able to provide a licensed Assessor for such time as
needed to assist Kanabec County until a permanent County Assessor is appointed by Kanabec
County.

THEREFORE, the County of Pine and County of Kanabec hereby agree to the following.

1. Pine County will pfoviﬂe its Deputy County Assessor 4 hours per week of onsite office
time in Kanabec County and 2 hours per week of offsite technical support.

2. Kanabec County will pay Pine County $1600/month for the length of the contract.

3. Kanabec County will provide for suitable office space and incur any costs associated with
off-site telecommunication.

-
% v ve

4. Kanabec County will reimburse Pine County for all mileage expenses associated with any
and all activities required to fulfill this agreement.

5. Either party may terminate this contract with 60 days notice and agreement is contingent
upon approval of State of MN.

This agreement made for the period between March 1,2013 and March 1,2014 by and between
the county of Pine and the County of Kanabec.



BOARD OF COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS, COMMISSIONERS,
PINE COUNTY, MINNESOTA KANABEC COUNTY, MINNESOTA

By: By: ) s\k\M%

Board Chair Board Chair

By: m

—V
County Administrator Date County Coordinator Date




PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

Requested Board Date:

March 19, 2013

Consent Agenda (Please Circle)

Regular Agenda
Estimated Time: (Please Circle)
10 Min. 15 Min.

Time needed

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

Department Requesting Action:

Pine County Public Works

M@@\ 3/iz)r

Department Head Signature Date

Item for Discussion: (one form per item)

Final Payment to Midwest Contracting, LLC on

Contract #1103 SAP 58-617-16;Located on CSAH 17, Between CR 140 and 1.7

miles North of CR 140

Board Action Requested: (Attach additional pages if needed)

Approve Final Payment to Midwest Contracting, LLC in the amount of $45,497.59

Supporting Documents:  Attached None




PINE COUNTY HIGHWAY

405 Airport Road NE
Pine City, MN 55063
Project SAP 058-617-016 - Grading, Culvert, Aggregate Base & Turf Establishment
Final Pay Request No. 6

Page 1 of 7

Contractor: Midwest Contracting, LLC MWM”MMMFMW. wwww
- HEox b For Period: 6/30/2012 - 3/6/2013
Marshall, MN 56258 Warrant # Date

Contract Amounts Funds Encumbered
Original Contract $892,301.40 Original $892,301.40
Contract Changes $573.37 Additional $0.00
Revised Contract $892,874.77 Total $892,301.40
Work Certified To Date
Base Bid ltems $908,428.44
Change Orders $0.00
Backsheets $573.37
Supplemental Agreements $0.00
Work Orders $0.00
Material On Hand $0.00
Total $909,001.81

Work Certified Work Certified Less Amount Less Previous Amount Paid Total Amount

This Request To Date Retained Payments This Request Paid To Date

SAP 058-617-016 $50.00 $909,001.81 $0.00 $863,504.22 $45,497.59 $909,001.81
Percent Retained: 0%
Amount Paid This Final Pay Request | $45,497.59 |
I hereby certify that a Final Examination has been made of the noted Contract, that the Contract has been completed,
that the entire amount of Work Shown in this Final Voucher has been performed and the Total Value of the Work Performed
in accordance with, and pursuant to, the terms of the Contract is as shown in this Final Voucher.
Approyed By Approved By Midwest Contracting, LLC
ey

o~
-

- .‘\.x. 7 4 73
il \ A L o

“ County/City/Project Engineer

3l /3

Date / 14

@,ﬂ wsm

Contractor

Date

m. OZ ;S&, Lnu Ub nﬁmwmi&,

oXx
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PINE COUNTY REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

Requested Board Date:
i9
March 52013

Consent Agenda (Please Circle)

Regular Agenda

Estimated Time: (Please=Cirsie)

___ Smin w 15 Min.
Time needed

30 Min. 45 Min. 1 hour

Department Requesting Action:

PINE COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS

ik 6 T3~ 2]

Department Head Signature Date '

Item for Discussion: (one form per item)

Planning and Update from MN Department of Transportation

Board Action Requested: (Attach additional pages if needed)

Discussion

Supporting Documents:  Attached None




