STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
ON
GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE MILLE LACS BAND OF OJIBWE AND

PINE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Statement of Principles on Government-to-Government Relations 1s
to provide a foundation for the future working relationship between the Mille Lacs Band of
Ojibwe and Pine County and for future agreements which will seek to improve the lives of the
people served by the two governments.

L GOVERNMENTS.
The parties to this Statement of Principles are:

1. The Non-Removable Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, which is a sovereign, self-
governing, federally recognized Indian tribe and is a signatory to the Treaties of
July 29, 1837 (7 Stat. 536); October 4, 1842 (7 Stat. 842); and February 22, 1855
(10 Stat. 1165), among others.

2. Pine County, which is a County established under the laws of the State of
Minnesota.

II. PRINCIPLES.

The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County acknowledge that Pine County is a political
subdivision of the State of Minnesota with specific powers and duties recognized by State law
and the Minnesota Constitution. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County acknowledge
that the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe is a federally recognized Indian tribe with distinct sovereign
authority established pursuant to the United States Constitution and Federal law.

The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County acknowledge and respect each other’s
authorities and seek to exercise their own authorities in a manner that will protect the rights
guaranteed by Federal, State and Tribal law, including the rights guaranteed by Federal law to
federally recognize Indian tribes and Indian people, to the extent such laws are applicable to
them.



The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County seek to exercise their respective authorities in a

manner that is mutually beneficial and that is consistent with and helps promote the following
aspirational principles, which they share:
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All persons deserve to have equal access to justice;

All persons deserve public safety;

All persons deserve to have access to police protection;

All persons deserve to have access to fire protection;

All persons deserve to have access to emergency services;

All persons deserve to have access to ambulance services;

All persons deserve to have access to clean air and water;

All persons deserve to live in a clean, sanitary environment;

All persons deserve to have natural resources and wildlife respected and protected,;

. All children deserve to have access to a good education;

. All children deserve to have access to a safe home;

. All persons deserve to have access to safe, affordable housing;

. All persons deserve to have access to adequate health care and hospital care;

. All persons deserve to have access to good roads, bridges and transportation systems;
. All elderly persons deserve to live in dignity with adequate nutrition, health care and

housing;

All incarcerated persons deserve to have fair and equitable treatment;

All persons suffering from substance abuse deserve access to adequate treatment
facilities;

All persons deserve to live without fear or discrimination, to pursue employment, to
pursue happiness, to exercise their religion, to have the protection of the law, to maintain
their traditions and language, to be healthy, to be safe and to live from infancy to old age
in peace and tranquility.

GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT RELATIONS.

Pursuant to the Mille Lacs Band Statutes, Title IV, Section 6(a), the Chief Executive of
the Band has the authority “to conduct external relations with other governments and
their political subdivisions;”

Pursuant to the Mille Lacs Band Statutes, Title IV, Section 6(d), the Chief Executive of
the Band has the authority “to recommend agreements, contracts, cooperative and
reciprocity agreements and memoranda of understanding to the Band Assembly;”
Pursuant to the Mille Lacs Band Statutes, Title IV, Section 7(b), executive officers of the
Band have the authority “to conduct external relations with other governments and their
political subdivisions, pursuant to prior authorization of the Chief Executive;”



IV.

Pursuant to Mille Lacs Band Statute, Title III, Section 2(f), the Legislative Branch of the
Band has the authority “to ratify agreements, contracts, cooperative and reciprocity
agreements and memoranda of understanding;”

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes sections 373.01, 373.02 and 375.18, Pine County, through
its county board, has the authority to enter into this Statement of Principles related to the
mutual concerns of the County and the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe.

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes sections 373.01, 373.02 and 375.18, Pine County, through
its county board, has the authority to conduct external relations with the Mille Lacs Band
of Ojibwe related to the mutual concerns of each party.

GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATION.

Pursuant to Title IV, Section 6, the Chief Executive shall designate personnel to conduct
external relations with Pine County.

Pursuant to Title IV, Section 6, the Chief Executive shall identify Band personnel
authorized to communicate with Pine County on behalf of the Band.

Pursuant to Title IV, Section 6, the Chief Executive shall set annual goals with Pine
County which will be communicated through designated Band personnel.

Pursuant to Title I1I, Section 2(f), should the Chief Executive seek to enter into a legally
binding agreement with Pine County, the agreement would require ratification of the
Legislative Branch of the Band government.

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes sections 375.18 subdivision 2 and 375A.06, the Pine
County Board shall designate one or more county commissioners, the county
administrator, or county department heads and their designees to conduct external
relations with the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe.

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes sections 375.18 subdivision 2 and 375A.00, the
designated Pine County Commissioners and/or the Pine County Administrator shall set
annual goals with the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and communicate those goals to the
Pine County Board for approval.

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT COOPERATION.

. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that they acknowledge and

recognize their respective governments.
The Mille Lacs Band Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that they acknowledge their
respective obligations and responsibilities to their constituencies.

. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that seeking better

communication and understanding between the Band and the County would improve
relations and services.



4. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that seeking better
communication and understanding between the Band and the County would reduce
tension and conflicts, and save both parties time and money.

5. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that working together to
seek the Principles stated above would improve the lives of Band members and all
citizens of the County.

6. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that it is in the best
interests of the Band and the County to seek mutual agreements in the future on matters
impacting Band members and citizens of the County.

7. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that it is in the best
interests of the Band and the County to keep channels of communication open on all
matters impacting Band members and citizens of the County.

8. The Mille Lacs Band Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that their relationship must be
based upon mutual respect, respect for the law and a desire to provide better services to
the people their governments serve.

9. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that they share the goal of
providing the best possible quality of life to the people they serve.

10. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and Pine County hereby state that they share the goal of
working together in the future in seeking the best possible government-to-government
relations to ensure that the goals of this Statement can be achieved.

VI. DISCLAIMERS.

1. Nothing in this Statement shall be construed to establish a legally binding contract.

2. Nothing in this Statement shall be construed to create any legally enforceable obligations
for the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe or Pine County.

. Nothing in this Statement shall be construed to waive the sovereign immunity of the
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe or Pine County.
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Melanie Benjamin ¢__ Curtis H. Rossow, Chair
Chief Executive Pine County Board of Commissioners
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